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Dear Chair Feldman and Committee Members,  
 
The Maryland Department of Disabilities (MDOD) is pleased to submit this letter of support for          
SB 665, Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Individuals – Renaming.  
 
The bill's primary purpose is to rename the Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (ODHH) to the 
Office of the Deaf, Deafblind, and Hard of Hearing, and the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Individuals to the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf, Deafblind, and Hard of 
Hearing Individuals. MDOD commends this important revision that formally recognizes the unique 
needs and identity of individuals who are Deafblind within our state government's structure.  
 
MDOD’s Telecommunications Access of Maryland (TAM) Program oversees the delivery of statewide 
Maryland Relay services that provide the Deaf, Deafblind, and hard of hearing communities with 
accessible telecommunications and teleconferencing services. TAM also has a Communication 
Facilitator Service, which focuses on meeting the highly individualized communications needs of 
Deafblind individuals. ODHH is a valuable partner for TAM and has a seat on the Governor’s Advisory 
Board for Telecommunications Relay that oversees TAM.  
 
MDOD is happy to support SB 665 as it was originally drafted. However, we would like to thank the 
bill’s sponsor, Sen. Harris, and the director of ODHH, Usherla DeBerry, for entertaining an amendment 
to add MDOD as an ex officio member of the renamed Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf, Deafblind 
and Hard of Hearing Individuals. This would allow MDOD to further ensure ongoing collaboration and 
alignment between TAM and ODHH.   
 
Thank you for your consideration. MDOD respectfully requests a favorable report on SB 665.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Carol A. Beatty  
Secretary, Department of Disabilities  
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February 23, 2026  

Dear Senator Waldstreicher,  

Testimonial in Support of Renaming the Governor’s Office and Advisory Council to 
Include "DeafBlind" – SB665  

My name is Blaise Delahoussaye, and I am a proud Marylander who is DeafBlind. I am 
writing to you today to provide my personal testimony and urge your support for the 
DeafBlind community across Maryland.  

As someone who is DeafBlind, I face significant barriers to everyday tasks and essential 
services. The programs and resources needed to support accessibility for people like me 
are often limited or unavailable due to insufficient funding. Too often, our unique needs are 
overlooked or redirected to other sources, leaving us exhausted from constantly 
advocating for ourselves. This ongoing struggle highlights the urgent need for our 
community to be recognized and supported at all levels of state government.  

This ongoing situation demonstrates the critical need for our community to be 
acknowledged and supported at the highest levels of state government.  

Recognition is vital. By explicitly including "DeafBlind" in the title of the Governor’s Office of 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, our existence is validated, our needs are more likely to be 
addressed, and our inclusion is promoted. I respectfully ask for your support in ensuring 
that DeafBlind Marylanders are made visible in all state agencies and facilities, and that we 
receive equitable access and opportunities throughout the state.  

I urge you to take this important step and add "DeafBlind" to the Governor’s Office of the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, renaming it as the Governor’s Office of the Deaf, DeafBlind, and 
Hard of Hearing. Your endorsement will help ensure that our community is finally 
recognized and receives the accessibility and inclusion we rightfully deserve.  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter and your ongoing commitment to 
building a more inclusive Maryland.  

Sincerely,  

Blaise Delahoussaye, DeafBlind Maryland resident and representative for Metro 
Washington Association of the DeafBlind (MWADB)  

12109 Portree Drive  

Rockville, MD 20852 
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February 24, 2026 

Subject: Please support Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Maryland Advisory 
Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing - Renaming 

Dear Senator Waldstreicher, 

I am a Maryland resident in your district and a member of the Deaf, DeafBlind, Hard of 
Hearing, and Hard of Hearing community (or parent/guardian/ally). I am writing to ask you 
to support Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing - Renaming (SB 665). 

This bill helps ensure support accessibility for people like many DeafBlind Marylanders 
face often limited or unavailable due to insufficient funding. Too often, their unique needs 
are overlooked or redirected to other sources, leaving us exhausted from constantly 
advocating for themselves. This ongoing struggle highlights the urgent need for their 
community to be recognized and supported at all levels of state government.  

This ongoing situation demonstrates the critical need for their community to be 
acknowledged and supported at the highest levels of state government.  

Recognition is vital. By explicitly including "DeafBlind" in the title of the Governor’s Office of 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing, their existence is validated, their needs are more likely to be 
addressed, and their inclusion is promoted. I respectfully ask for your support in ensuring 
that DeafBlind Marylanders are made visible in all state agencies and facilities, and that we 
receive equitable access and opportunities throughout the state.  

With strong leadership and a focus on bipartisan cooperation, the Maryland Senate stands 
ready to address the challenges ahead. I am confident that their continued service will 
benefit all Marylanders and ensure a brighter, more prosperous future for our state. 

Thank you for your time and service. 

Sincerely, 

K. Ulf Hedberg 

Rockville, Maryland 
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Maryland Association of the Deaf 

Written Testimony 
SB 665 – Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and                                 

Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing - Renaming 
Thursday, February 26, 2026 

Position: Favorable 
 

The Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) is a statewide organization dedicated to 
protecting and advancing the interests of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing 
Marylanders in matters of accessibility, civil rights, and equity. There are approximately 1.2 
million Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing individuals living in the State of Maryland.  

We write to express our strong support for SB 665, sponsored by Senator Harris, regarding 
the renaming of the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Maryland 
Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 

SB 665 renames the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Maryland 
Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing to explicitly include DeafBlind individuals. 
While the bill’s changes may appear technical, their impact is substantial and long overdue. 
By formally recognizing the DeafBlind community in statute, the State of Maryland affirms 
its commitment to full inclusion, equity, and accurate representation of the communities 
these entities are charged with serving. 

DeafBlind individuals face unique and complex barriers related to communication access, 
mobility, employment, healthcare, emergency preparedness, and civic participation. Their 
experiences and needs are distinct from, though connected to, those of Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing individuals. Explicit inclusion in the names of the Office and Advisory Council 
ensures that DeafBlind Marylanders are not overlooked in policy development, service 
planning, and state decision-making processes. Names matter. Statutory recognition 
matters. When communities are explicitly named, government accountability and visibility 
follow. 

Importantly, SB 665 does not impose new mandates or fiscal burdens on the State. Instead, 
it modernizes and strengthens statutory language to reflect best practices in accessibility 
and the evolving understanding of the diverse populations within Maryland’s Deaf 
community. This legislation brings Maryland law into alignment with principles of equity 
and inclusive governance. 

The Maryland Association of the Deaf strongly believes that inclusive statutory language 
promotes transparency, responsibility, and equitable access to state resources and services. 
SB 665 is a meaningful step toward ensuring that DeafBlind Marylanders are fully 
recognized and represented within Maryland’s governmental framework. 

We respectfully urge the Committee to issue a favorable report on SB 665. 

Sincerely, 

 

MDAD Board of Directors 

 
 
Maryland Association of the Deaf • P.O. Box 527 • Burtonsville, MD 20866​ ​   Page 1 of 1 
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Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ February 26, 2026 
2 West Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee: 

My name is Ann C. Black. I am DeafBlind, and I am truly delighted to see that SB 665 has been placed before 
you. 

For many years, I have advocated and worked tirelessly for recognition of the DeafBlind community. This issue 
is very close to my heart. I respectfully ask that you do not reject or leave out the term “DeafBlind” from the 
name of the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing. 

DeafBlind individuals are part of the very community these offices serve. We work with these offices, rely on 
their services, and deserve to be clearly and intentionally included. Adding “DeafBlind” to the official names 
would be meaningful recognition of our identity and our place within Maryland’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
community. 

It would bring me great joy to know that my years of advocacy have helped make this inclusion possible. I 
would also like to sincerely thank Delegate Aaron M. Kaufman, Delegate Elizabeth Embry, Delegate Lesley J. 
Lopez, Delegate Edith J. Patterson, and Delegate Teresa E. Woorman for sponsoring this important legislation. 

I sincerely hope to see this change happen and to witness the DeafBlind community formally recognized before 
my time is up. 

I respectfully urge you to support SB 665. Thank you for your time, service, and consideration of this important 
matter. 

Respectfully,​
Ann C. Black 

 



2-26-2026 Favorable SB0665 Renaming Deaf Blind.pdf
Uploaded by: Ronza Othman
Position: FAV



 

 
Ronza Othman, President NFBMD | 15 Charles Plaza, #3002, Baltimore, MD 21201 | 443-426-4110| www.nfbmd.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From: Ronza Othman, President 
National Federation of the Blind of Maryland  
15 Charles Plaza, #3002 
Baltimore, MD 21201 president@nfbmd.org  
 
To: Senate Energy, Education, and the Environment Committee 
 
 
The members of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland urge the Senate Committee on 
Energy, Education, and the Environment to give a favorable report to SB0065. This bill renames 
the Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing as the Office of Deaf, Deafblind, and Hard of Hearing, 
updating all statutory references to reflect the new name. This office already serves the 
aforementioned groups, and the previous name, which did not mention deafblind people, only 
served to confuse its constituents, people in the office, and others. The bill also clarifies the duties 
and responsibilities of the office, but does not make any changes to its programs, responsibilities, 
staffing, or structure. 
 
Name changes to offices like this may seem fairly trivial, but inclusivity is integral to disabled 
patrons. Deafblind constituents already receive services through this office, but they must know 
where to go to receive these services, and delays in getting this information will cause them to feel 
disheartened and confused. It may cause prospective patrons to give up on looking for an office 
which might help them pursue gainful employment and education. 
 
The challenges deafblind people face combine those blind people encounter, and those deaf 
people encounter. There are also unique challenges for this group. The clarification in this bill that 
this office shall collaborate with various organizations serving deaf and deafblind advocacy 
organizations will be essential to helping all constituents of the office feel safe and included. This 
bill also includes a clause about sensitivity training, which will ensure that current and future staff 
gain an understanding of how to communicate with deaf and deafblind constituents with dignity 
and respect. In a world full of ableism and discrimination, it is essential for all populations to feel 
and be welcome. 
 
For those reasons, we ask for a favorable report on SB0665.  For questions, please contact me at 
President@nfbmd.org or at 443-426-4110. 

mailto:president@nfbmd.org
mailto:President@nfbmd.org
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State of Maryland 

Commission on Civil Rights 
Respect...Integrity...Effective Communication 
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February 26, 2026 

 

Senate Bill 665 – Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Maryland 

Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing – Renaming 

Position: Favorable 

 

Dear Chairperson Feldman, Vice Chairperson Kagan, and Members of the Senate 

Education, Energy, and the Environment Committee: 

 

The Maryland Commission on Civil Rights (“MCCR”; “The Commission”) is the 

State agency responsible for enforcing Maryland’s laws prohibiting discrimination 

in employment, housing, public accommodations, state contracts, commercial 

leasing, and health services based on race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, 

marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic 

information, physical and mental disability, source of income, and military status. 

 

Senate Bill 665 updates the names of both the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing (“ODHH”) and the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard 

of Hearing (“MACDHH”) so they recognize the deafblind constituency that is core 

to their work. 

 

MCCR partners closely with ODHH and serves as a State agency representative on 

the MACDHH, all in order to promote and improve civil rights for the constituencies 

we represent and serve. MCCR knows firsthand the criticality of issues that the deaf, 

deafblind, and hard of hearing communities encounter throughout society. The 

inclusion of “deafblind” within the names for both ODHH and MACDHH not only 

better represents their service and advocacy, but also clearly signals to Marylanders 

where they can go for help if they encounter a barrier or are in need of assistance. 

 

For these reasons, the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights urges a favorable vote 

on SB665. Thank you for your time and consideration of the information contained 

in this letter. MCCR looks forward to the continued opportunity to work with you to 

promote and improve civil rights in Maryland. 
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TO: ​ ​ Chair Feldman, Vice Chair Kagan, and the Members of the Education, Energy,  

and the Environment Committee 

FROM: ​ Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

SUBJECT: ​ Testimony on SB665/HB439  (Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing - 

Renaming Act) 

Position: Favorable 

HEARING DATE: ​ February 26, 2026 

 

Dear Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Education, Energy, and the Environment 

Committee, 

 

I am Usherla DeBerry, Director of the Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and I 

am here to express our strong support for SB665. 

 

This bill updates the name of our agency to the Office of the Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of 

Hearing, and similarly renames the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing to 

include DeafBlind in its title. This change reflects a long-overdue acknowledgment of the 

DeafBlind community as an integral part of our statewide mission. 

 

Although SB665 does not change our statutory duties, staffing, or programs, it has a meaningful 

impact: 

 

It honors the identity and lived experience of DeafBlind Marylanders by formally including them 

in the name of the office and advisory council. 

 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE, CROWNSVILLE, MD 21228 
(443) 453-5761     gov.odhh@maryland.gov     http://odhh.maryland.gov 

mailto:gov.odhh@maryland.gov


 

It clarifies our mission for the public and for partner agencies, improving accessibility and 

reducing confusion about who we serve. 

 

It ensures that our organizational titles are fully inclusive and representative, consistent with best 

practices in equity and civil rights. 

 

This renaming brings state law into alignment with the communities we serve and recognizes the 

full scope of our commitment to ensuring accessible, culturally competent services for Deaf, 

DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing Marylanders. 

 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge a favorable report on SB665. 

 

Thank you. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Usherla DeBerry 

Director 

Governor’s Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

 

 

 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE, CROWNSVILLE, MD 21228 
(443) 453-5761     gov.odhh@maryland.gov     http://odhh.maryland.gov 
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Sponsor Testimony in Support of SB 665  

Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing – Renaming 

February 26, 2026 
 

Chair Feldman, Vice-Chair Kagan and Members of the Education, Energy and the Environment 
Committee, 

SB 665 seeks to rename the Office of the Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the Maryland Advisory 
Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 

Maryland’s current statutory title, the Governor’s Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing and the 
Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing, does not explicitly recognize 
Deafblind Marylanders, despite the office routinely supporting individuals with combined vision 
and hearing loss. This mismatch between name and mission can create confusion for residents 
seeking services and for agencies that partner with the office. 

This legislation makes a simple, technical correction: it changes the name of the Office of the 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing to Office of the Office of Deaf, Deafblind, and Hard of Hearing and it 
changes the name of the Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf and Hard of Hearing to the 
Maryland Advisory Council on Deaf, Deafblind and Hard of Hearing. This bill updates 
references across the Maryland Code to ensure consistency. Nothing in the bill changes the 
office’s duties, authority, or staffing. It simply brings statutory language into alignment with the 
communities served and improves clarity for families, providers, and state agencies.  

The need for this change was reinforced by the recent workgroup for the Deaf, Deafblind, and 
Hard of Hearing, which recommended updating the office’s name so that state materials clearly 
reflect the population served and reduce confusion for Deafblind residents seeking navigation 
support. Other states including Colorado, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island use naming 
conventions that explicitly include Deafblind communities, mirroring a national trend toward 
clearer and more inclusive terminology in accessibility-focused agencies. 

For these reasons, I respectfully request a favorable report of HB665. 

 

 


