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The Maryland Association of the Deaf (MDAD) is a statewide organization that
protects the interests of Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing Marylanders
concerning accessibility and equity issues. Currently, there are approximately 1.2
million of these individuals living in the State of Maryland.

MDAD strongly supports HB 733, which would require the Maryland Transit
Administration to provide real-time audible and text-based announcements on all
fixed-route transit services. This legislation represents an important step toward
ensuring equitable access and safety for Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing
Marylanders across the state.

Access to clear, reliable transit information is essential for independent travel.
Currently, many Deaf, DeafBlind, and Hard of Hearing riders face barriers
navigating buses, light rail, MARC, and other fixed-route transit systems due to a
lack of consistent visual and real-time information. HB 733 directly addresses these
challenges by requiring that riders receive both audible and textual announcements,
making public transportation more inclusive and accessible for everyone, regardless
of hearing ability.

By adopting HB 733, Maryland will demonstrate its commitment to equity in public
transit and compliance with the principles of the Americans with Disabilities Act.
This measure not only benefits Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing riders but also
improves overall rider experience and safety for the broader community.

For these reasons, the Maryland Association of the Deaf urges a favorable report on
HB 733.

Thank you,

MDAD Board of Directors
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