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The Honorable Marc Korman, Chair

House Environment and Transportation Committee
250 Taylor House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re: Senate Bill 719 — Sewage Sludge - Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances — Regulation
MES SUPPORT FOR AMENDED BILL
Dear Chair Korman and Distinguished Members of the Committee,

MES strongly supports Senate Bill 719 in its amended form and we urge your favorable consideration.
The bill as it sits before you, is the work product of over a year of discussions between advocates and
wastewater industry representatives and local governments. This represents a major step forward in one of
the most significant public health issues of our time.

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) have become widely dispersed throughout the environment
due to decades of extensive use in industrial processes and consumer products. Their chemical stability—
once valued for performance—has resulted in extreme persistence in soil, water, air, and living
organisms. As a result, PFAS are now detected in surface waters, groundwater, drinking water supplies,
sediments, wildlife, and human populations across the country.

Senate Bill 719 was introduced to address a growing and serious health issue regarding PFAS and land
application of biosolids that requires action by the legislature this session. The sponsor has worked
tirelessly to craft a compromise that delicately balances legitimate concerns from Publicly Owned
Treatment Works (POTWs) and bill advocates.

The proliferation of PFAS presents a significant and long-term environmental and public health
challenge. Scientific evidence links certain PFAS compounds to adverse health effects, including
developmental, immune, and cardiovascular impacts, underscoring the need for proactive and sustained
action. Addressing PFAS contamination requires coordinated efforts to identify sources, prevent further
releases, remediate impacted media, and manage PFAS-containing wastes, while adapting to evolving
regulatory standards and scientific understanding. Failure to act risks compounding environmental
liabilities, increasing remediation costs, and eroding public trust in environmental stewardship.

The amendments to SB 719 address all of MES’s concerns. We enthusiastically support this bill and urge

the Committee to report favorably, making Maryland a leader in tackling this very significant
environmental problem.
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