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Chairman Korman, and members of the Committee,

On behalf of the Town of Rising Sun, I respectfully submit this letter in strong support of
House Bill 1370, which would authorize a pilot program allowing the use of stop sign
monitoring systems on State highways within our community.

Like many small municipalities across Maryland, Rising Sun operates with a small police
department serving a large responsibility area. Law enforcement agencies throughout the state
are facing an ongoing shortage of qualified police officers, and small towns often feel that
challenge most acutely. While we remain committed to maintaining strong public safety, we must
also find innovative and responsible ways to use technology to support our officers and enhance
traffic safety.

HB 1370 would provide Rising Sun with the ability to implement a limited pilot program using
stop sign monitoring systems to address dangerous traffic violations at intersections. These
devices would help deter drivers from running stop signs and improve compliance with traffic
laws, particularly on busy State highways that pass through our town. At the same time, the
program would allow our officers to remain focused on higher-priority public safety
responsibilities.

Our goal is simple: make our roads safer for residents, school children, pedestrians, and visitors,
while using the resources available to us in the most efficient way possible. Automated
enforcement tools are not a replacement for police officers, but they are a practical tool that can
help smaller departments like ours stretch limited resources while still protecting the public.



This legislation also appropriately requires local authorization and oversight, ensuring that the
use of these systems is transparent and accountable to the community.

For small towns like Rising Sun, HB 1370 represents an opportunity to modernize traffic safety
enforcement while addressing the realities of staffing shortages in law enforcement. I
respectfully ask for your favorable consideration of this bill.

Thank you for your time and your continued support of Maryland’s municipalities.

Sincerely,

b

Travis Marion
Mayor, Town of Rising Sun



