
 

SB 301 – The Veterans Discount Act 

I am Senator Bryan Simonaire presenting SB 301. 

I worked with the Department of Veterans and Military Families, 
numerous other Departments and veteran advocacy groups on this 
consensus legislation. 

This bill honors our veterans and provides clear enabling authority for 
Departments and Boards to allow a veteran’s discount on fees that are 
specifically set in statute. 

Knowing the fiscal situation, this bill has no fiscal impact as it is 
enabling and creates no mandates. 

However, in addition to providing enabling authority, it provides flexibility 
to the Departments and Boards and the important framework for easy 
future implementation.  

Over the years, different legislators have passed a few bills authorizing 
discounts on fees for veterans.  As I was researching other areas to 
provide discounts for veterans, I found there were literally 100s of 
places in Maryland law where the fees were set in statute.   

Therefore, I looked for a more comprehensive way to provide a 
framework for discounts for our veterans. 

Over the summer, I worked with the Attorney General’s office to 
determine if and under what circumstances discounts could currently 
be applied to fees set specifically in statutes.  

The answer was “it depends” as illustrated through many different 
scenarios. 



 
 

In current law there were some cases, a discount would be allowed but 
in many other cases it would not be allowed. 

The cleanest and most straightforward approach was to create an 
overall framework to grant this enabling authority throughout law where 
appropriate.  

That is what this bill does by creating a general authorization section 
which is referenced by any section to grant enabling authority. 

By creating this framework structure, it is very easy going forward to add 
or remove the enabling authority for any veteran’s fee discount set in any 
section. 

As you well know, the private sector has embraced this concept of 
honoring and thanking our veterans with discounts when shopping, 
going to restaurants and so many other areas. 

There are 100s of fees set in statute and this bill took the top fees that 
would have the greatest impact on helping our veterans. 

Generally speaking, the fees had to make sense to apply to veterans and 
be at least $50 or more.  However, if at a later date, the General 
Assembly wanted to authorize other fees, the framework would be there 
for easy inclusion. 

Maryland can be a leader in providing a framework and authority to 
honor our veterans very similar to what the private sector already does. 

When working with the Departments, one said, “I will note additionally 
that we have run into this predicament before, whereby an emergency or 
some unforeseen disaster occurred and we sought ways to provide 
some means of relief but were hampered by statutory language that 
needed legislative action.” 

This is a meaningful bill that provides flexibility to our Departments, 
shows honor to our veterans and Makes Maryland More Welcoming to 
Veterans. 

For all these reasons, I ask for your favorable consideration. 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


