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Dear Honorable Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Gita Lefstein, and I am a resident of Baltimore County, Maryland. I am writing in 

support of SB 0781, the CHERISH Our Communities Act. 

I am a retired teacher who taught in Cherry Hill in Baltimore for a number of years.  One of the 

students whom I taught died a few years later as a result of asthma.  She was still a child.  She 

should not have died.  Air pollution is a major factor in asthma.  People in poorer 

neighborhoods tend to be stuck with a greater concentration of polluting industries which 

contribute to major health problems and early deaths.  The CHERISH Our Communities Act 

would require the Maryland Department of the Environment to limit new polluting industries in 

overburdened areas, reduce pollution from already existing industries when they apply for 

renewal of their permits and allow people in the neighborhood to have input in such decisions. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to issue a favorable report on HB1268. 

Thank you. 

 


