Written Testimony Opposing HB1561

Submission to the House Committee Regarding HB1561

Introduction

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding House Bill 1561 (HB1561).
| respectfully urge the committee to issue an unfavorable report on this bill for the reasons
outlined below.

Concerns Regarding HB1561

After careful review of HB1561, | have significant concerns about its potential impacts. The bill,
as currently drafted, raises questions about its effectiveness, unintended consequences, and
long-term implications for our community.

Potential Negative Impacts

e Unintended Consequences: HB1561 may introduce complexities or burdens that
outweigh its intended benefits. There is a risk that the bill could negatively affect
stakeholders who are not the intended targets of its provisions.

e Insufficient Evidence: There appears to be a lack of substantive data or research
supporting the need for this legislation. Without clear evidence, it is difficult to justify
moving forward with HB1561.

e Fiscal Concerns: The bill could lead to increased costs for local governments or
taxpayers. Before enacting HB1561, a thorough fiscal analysis should be conducted to
assess its economic impact.

e Community Impact: The proposed changes may disrupt existing systems, programs, or
services that currently serve our community well. It is important to preserve what works
and avoid unnecessary disruption.

Recommendations

| respectfully recommend that the committee reconsider HB1561 and explore alternative
approaches that address the underlying issues without causing harm or undue burden.
Additional stakeholder engagement and comprehensive analysis are necessary before moving
forward.



Conclusion

For the reasons stated above, | urge the committee to issue an unfavorable report for HB1561.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this testimony.

Min. Glenn Isaac Smith

President of Baltimore Transit Equity Coalition

President of Reconnecting Communities In West Baltimore Coalition
827 N. Arlington Avenue #504

Baltimore, Maryland 21217

443-765-2638
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