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Chair Korman,

I am writing in favor of HB 1225: Weights and Measures — Electric Vehicle Charging
Equipment — Registration Fees, or the Charging Station Reliability and Fairness Act.

Electric vehicle (EV) chargers have a reliability problem, with only 54 out of 88 fast
chargers operated by Baltimore Gas and Electric functional during a virtual audit in October.'
This is a real issue for regular Marylanders and Maryland’s clean energy goals. Chargers are
often unreliable or dispense less electricity than they claim to.? In response, the Maryland
Department of Agriculture (MDA), which oversees standards such as gasoline and electricity
dispensing, intends to inspect chargers in Maryland and penalize unreliable and inaccurate
chargers, like they do with gas pumps.

To complete this task, MDA needs a device called a testing standard compliant with
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Handbook 44, which lays out guidelines
for electric vehicle supply equipment (EV chargers).’ The standard is used to test if a charger is
delivering the electricity it claims. Compliance with NIST standards ensures Maryland’s chargers
are as functional, reliable, and competitive as chargers across the nation. A standard provides an
accurate measurement of electricity delivered to ensure a meter is not overcharging customers.*
To facilitate this program, MDA is planning to assess an annual $150 per-port fee on EV
charging stations.” The inconsistency of public charging stations is also a significant equity
concern, as home charging stations can be prohibitively expensive, costing hundreds or
thousands of dollars to install.®
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Maryland’s goal is to register 1.1 million EVs by 2023.” As of the end of January, 2026
there were about 150,000 EVs registered in the state.® We are not making enough progress, and
given the recent losses of federal incentives for EV proliferation, it is possible Maryland will fall
short of our goals.” Range anxiety and lack of charging stations are among the most cited reasons
people decide not to switch from an internal combustion engine vehicle to an EV.'° Both these
concerns would be addressed by building more robust and reliable charging infrastructure.
Introducing an additional $150 annual cost to the charging station supply chain would be a
barrier to companies looking to invest in the renewable transportation sector in Maryland.

Other states, like Connecticut, also charge registration fees, but their EV charger
registration fee is tied to their gas pump registration fee and set at $50 per pump or plug."
Connecticut has 4,437 EV charging ports with a population of 3.6 million (1,232 charging ports
per one million residents) while Maryland has 5,289 charging ports with a population of 6.2
million (853 charging ports per one million residents).'”” Having a fee will not inherently hinder
EV charger proliferation, but a higher fee disadvantages Maryland compared to other states.
Principles of pricing, supply, and demand show this fee may curtail at least some planned and
future chargers, their associated carbon emission savings, and the jobs associated with their
construction and maintenance, all while the state is trying to increase Maryland’s
competitiveness and reduce our fossil fuel consumption.

HB 1225 would ensure fairness between charging stations and gas pumps while also
funding the Department of Agriculture’s efforts to improve the reliability of our charging
infrastructure. The bill establishes that the annual fee assessed on EV charging stations does not
exceed a certain amount, ensuring fairness between charging stations and gas pumps."”® Via
ongoing conversations with the Department of Agriculture, sections of this legislation as
proposed are being amended to better reflect proper implementation of infrastructure compliance
and reliance in Maryland. Changes to the bill include a fee and enforcement structure for
chargers that are non-functional, future planning for standing up an effective inspections
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program, and a clear reporting structure. This would give MDA the ability to bring utility and
charging companies into compliance, increase reliability, and ensure consumers get the
electricity they pay for. HB 1225 will equip all Marylanders, Maryland companies, and the State
to continue forging ahead toward a renewable future.

Respectfully,

Delegate David Fraser-Hidalgo



