37 Group Testimony Opposing HB1572
House Environment & Transportation Committee
March 10, 2026

Position: UNFAVORABLE

Don’t trash the Reclaim Renewable Energy Act!

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

The undersigned 37 organizations urge you to oppose HB1572. This bill would undo last year’s
Reclaim Renewable Energy Act by re-adding “waste-to-energy” to Maryland’s RPS.

Maryland’s experience with waste-to-energy technology is toxic. A decade ago, communities in
Baltimore City, Frederick County, and Carroll County fought off new waste-to-energy trash
incinerators that would have polluted our air and water and soaked up millions of ratepayer
dollars. Communities in Baltimore City and Montgomery County are still stuck now fighting
polluting incinerators built decades ago, incinerators that when they were built were
greenwashed as environmentally friendly. Right now, a community in Howard County is fighting
a new so-called “chemical recycling” project that will pollute their air.

Maryland energy ratepayers wasted $100,000,000 between 2012 and 2022 subsidizing
waste-to-energy, and the General Assembly made the right decision in 2025 by entirely
removing waste-to-energy from the RPS. Let’s not move backwards by passing HB1572.

Sincerely,

Clean Water Action
Jennifer Kunze, Maryland Organizing Director

South Baltimore Community Land Trust
Carlos Sanchez, Youth Outreach Specialist

Community of Curtis Bay Association
Greg Sawtell, Board member

SB7 Coalition
Michael Middleton, Executive Director

Sustainable Hyattsville
Greg Smith, Board Member

Trash Free Maryland
Kelly Doordan, Executive Director

Climate Communications Coalition
Sonia Demiray, Executive Director


https://peer.org/report-maryland-energy-subsidies-in-flames/
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Maryland Legislative Coalition - Climate Justice Wing
Dave Arndt, CoChair

Chesapeake Physicians for Social Responsibility
Gwen L. DuBois MD, MPH, President

Anacostia Riverkeeper
Trey Sherard, Riverkeeper

Progressive Maryland
Max Socol, Director of Campaigns

Sentinels of Eastern Shore Health
Maria Payan, Co-Founder

Beaverdam Creek Watershed Watch Group
Tom Taylor, Co-Chair

CCAN AF
Brittany Baker, Maryland Director

Maryland Energy Advocates Coalition
Laurel Peltier, Chair

Institute for Local Self-Reliance
Sophia Jones, Associate Director for Policy and Advocacy

Food & Water Watch
Jorge Aguilar, Southern Region Director

Maryland Climate Partners
Laura Bartock, Coalition Facilitator

Echotopia LLC
Diane Wittner, Principal

Environmental Justice Ministry, Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Nanci Wilkinson, Partner

Concerned Citizens Against Industrial CAFOs (CCAIC)
Gabby Ross, Founder

Surfrider Foundation
Matt Gove, Mid-Atlantic Policy Manager

Indivisible HoCoMD
Peter Alexander, Co-Facilitator
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Baltimore Phil Berrigan Memorial Chapter Veterans For Peace
Ellen Barfield, Co-founder and Coordinator

Montgomery Countryside Alliance
Caroline Taylo, Executive Director

Nuclear Information and Resource Service
Timothy Judson, Executive Director

Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Matt Stegman, Maryland Staff Attorney

Zero Waste Montgomery County
Susan Eisendrath, Chair

NECC Peace and Justice Committee
Nancy Assero, Chairperson

Fix-it Johnny, L.L.C
John Condon, Owner

Takoma Park Mobilization Environment Committee
Rhonda Kranz, Member

Blue Water Baltimore
Alice Volpitta, Baltimore Harbor Waterkeeper

Earthjustice
Susan Miller, Senior Attorney

Waterkeepers Chesapeake
Robin Broder, Acting Executive Director

Potomac Riverkeeper Network
Betsy Nicholas, President

Maryland LCV
Marisa Olszewski, Environment & Community Manager

Envision Frederick County
Patrice Gallagher, Board vice chair



