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Delegate Chrisholm and Members of the Committee:

The Maryland Public Health Association does not support HB66: Environment — Regional
Greenhouse Gas Initiative — Withdrawal (Restoring Energy Freedom Act). From a public health
perspective, this bill will incur preventable illnesses and potential deaths upon the greater Maryland
population. We urge the delegates and committee to reconsider this bill.

Negative Health Outcomes

The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) is a landmark market-based program to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. This mission to limit greenhouse gases has considerable positive impact
on the environment and human health as well. Emissions have air pollutants, such as carbon
monoxide, nitrogen oxides (NOx), volatile organic compounds (VOC), and direct particulate matter
2.5 (PMs).! These air pollutants can have negative effects on the health of Maryland citizens. PM s
is classified as fine, inhalable particles that have a diameter of 2.5 micrometers or smaller. PM> s has
been linked to causing a range of negative health effects, impacting the respiratory, immune,
cardiovascular, and even nervous systems.> A comprehensive meta-analysis concluded that exposure
to PM2 s increases average risk for death by respiratory disease by 30%. Furthermore, the same study
concluded that exposure to PM> 5 increases average risk for death by cardiovascular disease by
10%.? Considering greenhouse gas emissions' negative impact on health, withdrawing from RGGI
would be putting Maryland citizens at greater risk for largely preventable diseases.

Positive Impact of RGGI

Studies have shown and quantified the positive impact that RGGI has had on public health. An
analysis by ABT associates reveals that the improvement in air quality from RGGI has resulted in
avoiding hundreds of premature deaths from 2009-2014. Furthermore, the economic value of RGGI
through public health and productivity benefits is estimated to have saved a cumulative 5.7 billion
dollars.4
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Disproportionate Harm to Vulnerable Communities

RGGI also plays an important role in protecting and investing in the health of those in vulnerable
communities. In Maryland specifically, funds from RGGI are channelled in Strategic Energy
Investment Fund (SEIF), which supports direct bill assistance and clean and renewable energy
projects.5 This will help reduce household expenses to increase indoor air quality, allowing homes of
lower socioeconomic status to increase their air quality. Withdrawal from RGGI would put the
individuals in these homes at greater risk for respiratory diseases.

We urge you to reconsider your position on the withdrawal from Maryland from RGGI. This
decision would be the health of the citizens of Maryland at risk.

The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization of public
health professionals dedicated to improving the lives of all Marylanders through education,
advocacy, and collaboration. We support public policies consistent with our vision of healthy
Marylanders living in healthy, equitable, communities. MdPHA is the state affiliate of the American
Public Health Association, a nearly 145-year-old professional organization dedicated to improving
population health and reducing the health disparities that plague our state and our nation.

Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA)
PO Box 7045 - 6801 Oak Hall Ln - Columbia, MD 21045-9998
GetInfo@MdPHA.org www.mdpha.org 443.475.0242

SInvestments of Proceeds | RGGL Inc. www.rggi.org. https://www.rggi.org/investments/proceeds-investments.


mailto:GetInfo@MdPHA.org
mailto:GetInfo@MdPHA.org
http://www.mdpha.org/

