
The CHERISH Our Communities Act — MDE Permit Applicant Decision Guide (SB 781/HB 1268)

Are you applying
for a permit
from MDE?

Proceed as usual
CHERISH (SB 781)

does NOT apply to you

YES
Is your permit in

an area of
effect?

NO

Is the permit type
covered under

the CHERISH Act?

NO

A. Is this a permit for a brand 
new pollution source?

OR
B. Is this a permit to allow 
increased pollution from an 
existing source?

OR

C. Is this a straight renewal of 
an existing permit?

A. New pollution source 

NO

B. Allow increased pollution 
from an existing source

C. Straight renewal of an existing permit

OR

OR

YES, a BURDEN Report is 
Included in the Permit 

application 

YES, a BURDEN Report is 
Included in the Permit 

application 

YES, a BURDEN Report is 
Included in the Permit 

application 

Did the BURDEN report
indicate the project will increase adverse

disproportionate
health/envtl stressors?

Did the BURDEN report
indicate the project will contribute to

adverse disproportionate
health/envtl stressors?

OK, please proceed
with your permit! 

Does the project serve a “compelling
Public interest”?

NO

YES

The permit as proposed will be 
denied

Your permit is moving forward, 
with some conditions imposed

NO

YES

NO

YES

OK, please proceed
with your permit! 

Your permit may be denied OR 
MDE may impose some 

conditions

Start 
Here

YES YES
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For questions, contact 
rrehr@mdlcv.org

mailto:rrehr@mdlcv.org

