
MD can act now to keep rooftop solar
within reach of families—at NO COST
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How? Cutting the tangled red tape 
keeping US solar expensive

2025 2026

+43%
$18,300 $26,200

But right when we need it most, 
Cost of a

standard-size
 system 5

(7kW)

Trump’s HR1 bill will make rooftop 
solar much more expensive by 
ending the residential solar tax credit

Solar installs expected to 
drop by 5.8 GW by 2035 6

This year, many 
Marylanders saw their 
electricity bills increase 
by as much as 24%1 

Inflation & rising cost of living

Maryland families are squeezed from all sides

Data centers bidding up energy costs2

Power procurement prices increasing 930 percent 
next year, locking in future rate increases3

Residential rooftop solar lowers utility bills
$1.8K per year, $71K over the lifetime of the system 4   

Maryland is experiencing an
Energy Affordability Crisis



Reducing costs makes up 3/5 of the 
loss of the 30% Federal Tax Credit.9

$2,300+ less
by 2030 10

Rooftop solar costs

Higher adoption = More solar installers
= Competition = Lower costs 

$5,500+ less
by 2040 11

The Impact
More rooftop solar, higher savings

27% MORE families install 
solar over the next 15 years, 
saving 88% on energy 12

Households
with Solar
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Post HR1

With All The ReformsWith All The Reforms

Remote virtual
inspections (RVI)

Installers Perform
Meter Pulls

Licensed contractors submit 
standard permit application 
online in every jurisdiction. 
Software performs code 
compliance checks in real-time 
and instant permit issued for 
code-compliant projects.

Enforce the 2024 requirement

Installer takes detailed photos 
and video of the installation.

Allows installer’s electrician to 
remove the home's meter to 
de-energize the home, safely 
perform the work, and return the 
meter to re-energize the home.  

Instant Permitting

The NO-COST Solutions
• Zero cost to state 

and municipalities

• Staff time freed up

• Families get solar 
weeks faster

• Lower cost to families

• Municipalities get 
better records, shorter 
backlogs, no ladders, 
and no extra trips!

Labor-intensiveByzantine

The Process is...

Resulting in...

Every municipality does it 
differently, just keeping track 
costs time and money

Rounds of back & forth 
with multiple departments, 
often in person 

20% of projects get cancelled after the permit 
application is submitted, with permitting delays 
cited as the biggest reason7

Slow

Higher costs for
solar installers 

Fewer projects At least $5,500 more 
for the typical project8 

Lower bill savings
per project

! ! !!

Today’s red tape makes rooftop solar expensive

Notes: 1. Consumer Energy Solutions, 2.  Inside 
Climate News, 3.  PJM Auction Report,  4. 
NREL dGen model, 5. Permit Power Solar Cost 
Model, 6. Energy Innovation, 7. Ohm Analytics 
combined with (Cook et al. 2021), 8. NREL 
dGen model, 9-11. Permit Power Solar Cost 
Model, 12. NREL dGen model

https://consumerenergysolutions.com/electric-customers-in-maryland-face-up-to-24-bill-hikes-after-the-pjm-capacity-auction/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07082025/inside-clean-energy-pjm-utility-prices-soar/
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/07082025/inside-clean-energy-pjm-utility-prices-soar/
https://www.pjm.com/-/media/DotCom/markets-ops/rpm/rpm-auction-info/2025-2026/2025-2026-base-residual-auction-report.ashx
https://energyinnovation.org/wp-content/uploads/OBBBA-impacts-on-Maryland.pdf

