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Hello Chairman Korman, Vice Chairwoman Guyton, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Michael N. Wilcove. | live in District 16 in Rockville Maryland, and | am honored to be
representing the Maryland Chapters of Citizens’ Climate Lobby. Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a national,
nonpartisan, volunteer driven climate advocacy organization. In Maryland, our Chapters consist of over 3000
residents from across the State.

Our Maryland Chapters support HB0345, the Affordable Solar Act.

Our volunteers advocate for solutions to the climate challenges we currently face. Our global dependency on
burning fossil fuels is harming not only the climate, but our health, economy, and security.

Enhancing solar energy is crucial to reducing greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil fuel. Maryland has
fallen short of its goals in solar deployment. With vital Inflation Reduction Act tax credits being taken away,
increasing solar power will be even more daunting. The Affordable Solar Act will be a big step in shifting from
fossil fuels and towards solar energy, setting up a target to connect 4,000 MW of solar capacity to the
Maryland grid by 2035.

The Act modernizes the Solar Renewable Energy Credit (SREC) program by phasing out the current system
and replacing it with SREC-1I, modeled after New Jersey’s competitive procurement framework. It introduces
new programs for both smaller and larger solar projects to generate "Solar Renewable Energy Credits II"
(SREC-Is). Importantly, it redirects certain alternative compliance fees, which are penalties paid by electricity
suppliers who do not meet renewable energy requirements, from the Maryland Strategic Energy Investment
Fund into a new escrow account that will ensure these funds are used for future solar energy procurement.
Additionally, the bill mandates that electric companies procure a specific number of SRECs and SREC-Ils
through solicitations managed by the Public Service Commission, aiming to significantly increase solar energy
generation capacity in the state. The bill also allocates 75% of public service company franchise tax revenues
from large electricity users to this new escrow account, further supporting solar energy initiatives. In
addition, it modifies the States’s Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard (RPS) by increasing the required
percentage of renewable energy, particularly from solar sources.



We especially want to emphasize our support for the part of the bill that allows the purchase and use of
"portable solar energy generating system[s]," which are movable solar devices that plug into a standard
electrical outlet, supply up to 1,200 watts of power, and require no rooftop installation. This change would
help make solar energy accessible and affordable to Maryland renters and condo-owners, those with
unsuitable roofs, and help those with low incomes to lower their electricity bills. When paired with a battery,
these portable solar systems would also increase the resilience of all of these households during grid power
outages.

Finally, the Act mandates that its implementation does not raise utility bills for residents.

Maryland residents want effective and fair climate policies. The policies put forth by the Affordable Solar Act
help ensure it. The Maryland Chapters of Citizens Climate Lobby urge a FAVORABLE REPORT on HB0345.
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