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The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club urges a favorable report for HB 341, the Affordable 
Solar Act. This follow-up to the 2023 Brighter Tomorrow Act strengthens the pathway to 
cost-effective, local, and clean solar power, from residential rooftop to utility-scale.  
 
Maryland is falling behind on its ambitious clean energy goals.1 In order to get back on track, 
Maryland needs to drive a significant expansion of solar energy in all forms—both utility-scale 
and behind-the-meter. Grid reliability, and costs faced by ratepayers, are both being jeopardized 
by growing demand, particularly from data centers in our multi-state region.2 Reducing our 
reliance on dirty fuels is also crucial to reduce the serious health impacts associated with air 
pollution.3 
 
Solar energy has become the world’s cheapest power source, and its increased coupling with 
ever-improving batteries has made solar-and-storage projects cost-competitive with gas peaker 
plants.4 However, current federal policy is promoting fossil fuel energy while opposing 
renewables.5,6,7 It is incumbent upon Maryland to respond to the challenges created by federal 
policy while meeting the state’s need for affordable, clean energy. 
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Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest and largest grassroots environmental 

organization. The Maryland Chapter has over 70,000 members and supporters, and the  
Sierra Club nationwide has over 800,000 members and nearly four million supporters. 

 



 

This bill responds to this need in multiple ways: 
●​ It reforms the current incentive (Solar Renewable Energy Credit, or SREC) program in a 

manner that protects ratepayers and ensures solar incentives are effectively tailored to 
each market segment (i.e., rooftop, community, and utility-scale). It does so in two ways: 

o​ 1) Directing the PSC to conduct competitive procurements for utility-scale solar, 
thereby ensuring value for ratepayers; and 

o​ 2) Directing the PSC to establish and regularly recalculate incentive prices for 
rooftop and community solar based on changes in federal policy and the market. 

●​ It shifts funds paid by ratepayers (through their utilities) in the form of Alternative 
Compliance payments (ACPs) into an escrow account that will be used to implement this 
new solar procurement model. In so doing, it ensures that ACPs are used for their 
intended use—procuring renewable energy—instead of being redirected for other 
purposes. 

●​ Finally, it would legalize balcony solar8 in Maryland. Also known as plug-in solar, this 
technology is popular in Germany and the Utah legislature approved its usage in the state 
with bipartisan support.9 It creates the possibility for renters—as well as homeowners 
who cannot have rooftop solar—to generate solar power without permitting or installation 
costs. For many renters, balcony solar can meet 10-30% of their electricity needs and 
travel with them if they move. 

 
By putting the right incentives in place for utility-scale, community, and rooftop solar, in addition 
to enabling balcony solar, the Affordable Solar Act will accelerate Maryland’s clean energy 
transition and move us towards our climate goals. The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club 
strongly supports HB 0341. We urge a favorable report. 
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