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Chair Korman, Vice-Chair Guyton, and Members of the Committee, 
 
On behalf of our members and supporters in Maryland, Humane World for Animals – formerly called the 
Humane Society of the United States – strongly supports SB431. This legislation would strengthen our 
state’s Endangered Species Act, prioritizing the protection of wildlife and ensuring healthy ecosystems for 
generations to come.  
 
Across demographics and political ideologies, the American people overwhelmingly support protections 
for endangered species.1 The federal Endangered Species Act is even more successful than it is popular, 
saving 99% of listed species from extinction.2 This record of success is underpinned by strong, protective 
regulations for imperiled species—both threatened and endangered—and our shared recognition of what 
is at stake: a truly wonderful, wild world. Unfortunately, as efforts to weaken the federal Endangered 
Species Act increase, it’s more important than ever for Maryland to reinforce protections for endangered 
species at the state level. 
 
SB431 would provide actionable definitions for key terms in listing decisions including “harm” as impacts 
to habitat and “foreseeable future” to include environmental variability and specific life history of a 
species. It would allow the Secretary to designate essential habitats for threatened and endangered 
species, and crucially, it would exclude economic impact as a consideration in listing criteria. These 
changes will help ensure that listing and delisting decisions for threatened and endangered species are 
based on sound biological and ecological criteria, not political interests, and that the state can take 
decisive action to recover the species that need our help.  
 
Protecting species, particularly vulnerable species that are not hunted, is also beneficial to Maryland’s 
economy. Wildlife watchers are a huge and growing constituency in terms of number of people and 
dollars spent in the economy, according to data collected by the U.S. Census Bureau and put into reports 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. So-called nonconsumptive users are a rapidly growing stakeholder 
group who provide immense economic contributions to the communities in which they visit.3 The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 2022 wildlife-recreation report indicates that wildlife watchers nationwide now 
number 148 million – a 72% increase from 2016 (and twice as many as in 2011); wildlife watchers 
outnumber the total number of hunters by tenfold – and spent $250.2 billion.4 Altogether, hunters spent 
$45.2 billion in 2022, about one-fifth that spent by wildlife watchers.5 The biggest increase between 2016 
and 2022 was the amount wildlife watchers spent – wildlife watchers realized a 230% increase over 2016 
expenditures. See Fig. 1. 
 
Fig. 1. USFWS National Wildlife Recreation Data (Comparison 2011, 2016 & 2022 data)6 
 

Wildlife recreation participants 
and expenditures  

2011 2016 2022 

Percent 
increase 

(2016 and 
2023 data) 

No. wildlife watchers 71.8M 86.0M 145.3M 68.95% 

No. hunters 13.7M 11.5M 14.4M 25.22% 

Wildlife watcher expenditures $59.1B $75.9B $250.2B 229.64% 

Hunter expenditures $36.3B $25.6B $45.2B 76.56% 
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And in Maryland, the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that hunting and trapping accounted for 
only 1% of the nearly $9.5 billion spent on outdoor recreation in the state in 2023 (the most recent year 
available).7  
 
Conclusion 
 
Marylanders want to see our wildlife thriving, our endangered and threatened species protected and 
recovered, and our ecosystems whole, healthy, and resilient for future generations. SB431 provides 
essential safeguards for threatened and endangered species and will allow the state to take the 
necessary steps to protect and recover species and their habitats. Humane World for Animals urges 
support for this legislation.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Stacey Volodin 
Maryland State Director 
Humane World for Animals 
svolodin@humaneworld.org  
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