
 

 
 

 

Testimony: ​ HB0091, Agriculture - Neonicotinoid Pesticides - Prohibitions   

Committee: ​ Environment and Transportation   

Hearing Date: ​February 4, 2026  

Position: ​ FAVORABLE   

Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton, and Honorable Members of the Committee:   

The Maryland Native Plant Society supports HB91, which prohibits the planting of corn, wheat and 

soybean seeds treated with neonicotinoids and prohibits the application of neonicotinoid 

pesticides on ornamental plants and turf.    

 

Many native plants, as well as agricultural food crops and home vegetable gardens, depend on 

pollinators for reproduction.1  In fact, about one-third of the food we eat and about three-quarters 

of our flowering plants depend on pollinators to set fruit and reproduce.²  Further, a recent study 

documented soybean yield increases of over 20% when native bees and honeybees help to 

pollinate the crop.³  

 

Neonicotinoid insecticides are now the most widely used class of insecticides in the world, and they 

have had devastating ecological impacts.  Neonicotinoids are systemic chemicals absorbed into a 

plant’s vascular system and are present in pollen and nectar, making them toxic to pollinators that 

feed on them.  Most persist in the environment for months after application; so timing applications 

to avoid bloom periods is not effective to avoid harm to pollinators.  The widespread use of 

neonicotinoid insecticides and the fact that they are water-soluble means we now find 

neonicotinoids in soil and water samples throughout our country.  The use of neonicotinoid-coated 

seeds for corn, wheat and soy crops releases a toxic dust during the planting process that 

contaminates the soil at the planting site and nearby water bodies, and can also drift on wind 

currents to other non-target sites harming honey bees, native bees, butterflies, and other 

pollinators critical for plant pollination and reproduction.4
   

Pollinator populations continue to decline due to a combination of factors, including habitat loss, 

climate change, disease, and the use of pesticides.  Of these stressors, pesticide use is the most 

easily controlled.  The prophylactic use of pesticides such as neonic-coated seeds should be 

eliminated, with pesticide-use decisions based instead on the results of pest monitoring.5 
  

The Maryland Native Plant Society promotes awareness, appreciation, and conservation of Maryland’s native plants and their 
habitats. Our engaged, active members represent all 24 state jurisdictions, from the coastal plain beaches to the western 
mountains. We reach 20,000 followers on social media. MNPS is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization incorporated in Maryland. 
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Neonicotinoid pesticides harm not only pollinators, but also other agriculturally and environmentally 

important beneficial invertebrates such as predatory lady beetles and parasitoid wasps.  These 

beneficial insects provide natural pest suppression on farms and in landscapes.  One study has 

conservatively valued this “ecosystem service” at more than $4.5 billion annually in the U.S.⁶  

We understand that when  balancing  the need for food production with the conservation of 

biodiversity, there may always be some  impacts on nontarget wildlife. However, if too many 

pollinators, beneficial  insects, and soil invertebrates are lost, we threaten the ecosystem services 

upon which food production  depends. “Uses of neonicotinoids that result in little or no pest 

management are counter-productive and pose an unacceptable risk to the health of land on which 

we all depend.”⁷ 

The Maryland Native Plant Society urges a favorable report on HB91.   

 
Respectfully,  
 
Liz McDowell ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Kirsten Hoffman 

Board, Maryland Native Plant Society​ ​ ​ Treasurer, Maryland Native Plant Society 

lmcd.mnps@gmail.com​ ​ ​ ​ hoffman01@yahoo.com 
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