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POSITION: Favorable BILL: HB 1408

The Maryland Municipal League (MML) supports House Bill 1408: Motor Vehicles - Automated Traffic

Enforcement Systems - Impoundment.

HB 1408 provides local governments with another tool to promote accountability among road users, by
permitting, under certain circumstances, a law enforcement agency to impound a vehicle to which three or more
automated traffic enforcement (ATE) device citations are noted as unpaid past due beyond 30 days. This is a

procedure that local law enforcement agencies can accommodate with existing resources.

Unpaid ATE device citations are a problem as it demonstrates perceived indifference of roadway safety rules by
the driver. Allowing law enforcement agencies to impound a vehicle, per the process laid out in the bill, will
advance traffic law compliance. For local governments that operate ATE systems, this is an opportunity to recoup

lost fines from repeat offenders who are a safety hazard to the community.

For these reasons, the League respectfully requests that the committee provide House Bill 1408 with a favorable
report.

For more information relating to this piece of testimony, please contact:

Bill Jorch: Managing Director, Advocacy and Public Policy, billj@mdmunicipal.org

52 municipal governments operate roughly 300 speed cameras across the State.
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PLEASE SUPPORT HB HB 1408 -

“Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic
Enforcement Systems — Impoundment”

SafeRoadsMD

MARYLAND COALITION FOR ROADWAY SAFETY, INC.
URGES MD HOUSE ENT COMMITTEE SUPPORT FOR HB 1408

March 3, 2026

TO:

Honorable Delegate Marc Korman, Chair
Honorable Delegate Michele Guyton, Vice Chair
House Environment and Transportation Committee
Maryland General Assembly

250 & 251 Taylor House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

FROM:

John Seng, Chair

SafeRoadsMD - Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc.
(202) 468-7682, JSeng@SafeRoadsMD.org
SafeRoadsMD.org

Subj: SUPPORT HB 1408 — Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems —
Impoundment

Dear Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton and Members of the Maryland House Environment and
Transportation Committee,

SafeRoadsMD strongly supports HB 1408 — “Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems —
Impoundment,” which authorizes a law enforcement agency to impound a motor vehicle when three or
more automated traffic enforcement citations are unpaid and at least 30 days overdue, with important
guardrails (impoundment only as a secondary action during another stop, or when the vehicle is
parked).

Chronic nonpayment is a safety signal—not a paperwork glitch

HB 1408 is about restoring full credibility to automated enforcement by addressing the small subset of
drivers who treat road laws as optional. Research consistently finds that drivers who commit traffic
violations are a higher-risk group for future violations and crashes, and that traffic offending is often
repetitive—exactly the pattern HB 1408 targets.®9 |n a Maryland-focused longitudinal study of
speeding violators, researchers found that drivers who receive speeding citations are at increased risk
of receiving subsequent speeding citations, underscoring that a subset of drivers keeps doing it.PutMed)

Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc.
2127 Regina Terrace, Clarksburg, MD 20871 (202) 468-7682
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SafeRoadsMD

In plain terms: multiple unpaid citations are not random—they are frequently the visible tip of an
ongoing risky-driving iceberg. Other jurisdictions have confronted the same reality: reporting on
Washington, D.C.’s camera enforcement describes how the inability to meaningfully pursue scofflaws

allowed repeat offenders to rack up massive unpaid balances while continuing dangerous behavior.
(The Washington Post)

HB 1408 puts the public interest first—exactly where it belongs

Maryland’s public roads are shared by everyone: drivers, pedestrians, cyclists, schoolchildren, seniors,
and transit riders. The public interest requires coherent, fair enforcement of road law so that
compliance is the norm—not a suggestion. HB 1408 advances that basic fairness: people who repeatedly
ignore automated citations should not be allowed to keep operating as if there are no consequences.

And to be clear: if someone truly cannot afford to pay, the answer cannot be an administrative “hug”
and “keep driving the same way and keep ignoring the citations.” The responsible alternative is require
using other forms of transportation until the issue is resolved—public transit, carpooling, rideshare,
walking, biking, or other lawful options. Including work from home. Driving is a privilege that carries real
obligations. Hardship cases exist, but Maryland’s road safety policy cannot be designed around the
extreme periphery of individual hardship by day—and bad actors by night—while the broader public
absorbs the risk.

HB 1408 is measured—and includes common-sense safeguards
This bill does not create stops solely to seize vehicles for camera tickets. It restricts impoundment to:

e A secondary action when an officer has already detained a driver for another suspected
violation, or

e When the vehicle is parked, not through a new pretext stop.

Those limits matter. They keep this bill focused on accountability and repeat noncompliance —while
reducing the risk of arbitrary enforcement.

Request for a favorable report

SafeRoadsMD respectfully urges the Committee to issue a Favorable Report on HB 1408. Maryland
cannot build a safety culture while allowing chronic violators to treat automated enforcement as
ignorable mail. HB 1408 strengthens the integrity of our laws, reinforces deterrence, and protects the
people who are already doing the right thing.

Respectfully su bg

John J. Seng, Chair,
Maryland Coalition for Roadway Safety, Inc.

cc: SafeRoadsMD Board of Directors


https://www.washingtonpost.com/transportation/2023/05/02/dc-traffic-tickets-driving-penalties/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Favorable - HB 1408 - Del. Guyton.pdf
Uploaded by: Michele Guyton

Position: FAV



MicHELE GUYTON ; [he Maryland House of Delegates

.",:'l;-".-'n".n‘.'.‘.‘: District 428 6 Bladen Streer, Room 251
Baltimore County . ,'\llrtlpnli\. .\'A.uj.‘l.n'n] 21401
3 410-841-3793
NI ) .
' ' { . [@ 800-492-7122 Fxt. 3793
Viee Chair s ek F AP 1
. . Li IR Michele.Guyton@house.maryland.gov
Environment and Transportation ST )

Commirtree

THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

March 5, 2026

Favorable - HB 1408
Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems - Impoundment

Dear Chair Korman and Members of the Environment and Transportation Committee,

Thank you for your consideration of HB 1408 — Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic
Enforcement Systems — Impoundment. The bill allows law enforcement to hold speeders
and reckless drivers accountable by granting them the authority to impound a vehicle if
they repeatedly fail to pay automated speeding violations. Current law allows law
enforcement to tow vehicles registered in another state for unpaid parking violations. This
bill expands that authority to speeding violations.

According to the Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration records, 58,000 speeding
violations have been issued to drivers with out-of-state tags and only 11% of those have
been paid. The lack of accountability for dangerous drivers, particularly those with out of
state tags, puts us all at risk and encourages out of state registration. This bill holds those
dangerous drivers accountable.

Sincerely,
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Delegate Michele Guyton
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BRANDON M. SCOTT
MAYOR

Office of Government Relations
88 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

HB 1408
March 5, 2026
TO: Members of the House Environment and Transportation Committee
FROM: Nina Themelis, Director, Mayor’s Office of Government Relations
RE: House Bill 1408 — Motor Vehicles - Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems -
Impoundment

POSITION: FAVORABLE

Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton, and Members of the Committee, please be advised that the
Baltimore City Administration (BCA) supports House Bill (HB) 1408.

Baltimore’s automated enforcement program exists first and foremost to improve public safety.
The program’s aim is to reduce speeding, prevent crashes, and save lives. The system has been
shown to reliably correct dangerous and unlawful behavior for the vast majority of drivers.
However, the City continues to see a small group of drivers who repeatedly violate traffic laws
and ignore citations. These "chronic offenders" accumulate numerous delinquent citations, avoid
accountability, and continue endangering themselves and others.

House Bill 1408 would provide a reasonable next step for holding chronic offenders accountable
when all other remedies have failed. The Bill would allow for the impoundment of vehicles with
three or more delinquent citations, ensuring that this additional layer of enforcement only targets
drivers with an established pattern of unlawful driving behavior.

As of the end of 2024, the City’s automated enforcement program found over 21,000 Maryland
drivers and over 200 out-of-state drivers had $500 or more in delinquent citations. Existing tools
such as late fees, registration holds, and collections have not been effective in holding these chronic
offenders accountable, leading to continued unsafe driving behavior on City streets.

While traffic cameras are a critical part of the State’s road safety toolkit, automated enforcement
cannot meaningfully deter chronic offenders without tangible consequences. House Bill 1408 is
about consistency and fairness in enforcement, outlining an effective recourse for drivers with an
established pattern of reckless driving behavior.

For the above stated reasons, the BCA respectfully requests a favorable report on HB1408.

Annapolis — phone: 410.269.0207 » fax: 410.269.6785
Baltimore — phone: 410.396.3497 « fax: 410.396.5136
https://mogr.baltimorecity.gov/
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House Bill 1408

Motor Vehicles - Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems - Impoundment

MACo Position: SUPPORT To: Environment and Transportation
Committee
Date: March 5, 2026 From: Sarah Sample

The Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) SUPPORTS HB 1408. This bill authorizes a law
enforcement agency to impound a vehicle for which three or more unpaid citations from an automated
traffic enforcement system have been issued. Public safety is enhanced by all motorists being subject to
enforcement, and this bill provides one more tool for local agencies to use while encouraging motorist
accountability.

More frequently than ever, horrific traffic accidents have claimed the lives or good health of Maryland
residents. Vehicle drivers and passengers aren’t the only ones in danger — pedestrians and cyclists
alongside the roadways are also at risk of harm or death. Research has shown that penalties and
additional consequences for violations have the potential to change behavior and drive down the

number of citations over time.

Currently, all Maryland counties with automated enforcement have some challenges with citation
compliance for certain drivers who are habitually delinquent. This means thousands of violations go
unpaid while those individuals can continue a dangerous pattern of negligence. Counties believe, and
research confirms, ensuring accountability can promote safety. The provisions of HB 1408 have the
potential to compel drivers who are committing regular violations to make a concerted effort to change
their behavior or risk the temporary loss of their vehicle. This has the potential to promote adherence to
traffic safety laws and can encourage behavior designed to keep residents and roadway users safe.

HB 1408 creates an additional pathway to hold reckless drivers accountable for behaviors that have led
to a surge in the frequency and severity of incidents that are regularly putting residents at risk. This

change bolsters a new standard of accountability and safety across the region. For these reasons, MACo
SUPPORTS HB 1408 and requests a FAVORABLE report.

Maryland Association of Counties (MACo)
169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401  410.269.0043 « www.mdcounties.org
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BILL NO.: HB 1408

TITLE: Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems —
Impoundment

SPONSOR: Delegate Guyton

COMMITTEE: Environment and Transportation

POSITION: SUPPORT with Amendments

DATE: March 5, 2026

Baltimore County SUPPORTS with Amendments House Bill 1408 — Motor Vehicles —
Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems — Impoundment.

People get hurt or killed, and property gets destroyed, when drivers speed; pass school buses
when children are in the road; run red lights; and commit other traffic law violations. The goal
of traffic enforcement is to modify those unsafe behaviors by holding drivers accountable with
citations and other enforcement measures.

Automated enforcement is a proven way to accomplish this. For example, in Baltimore County,
we consistently find that speed cameras modify behavior, as speeding violations decrease after a
camera is installed. When there are few violations, the camera gets moved to another location.
Unfortunately, violations increase when the enforcement effect wears off, and then we have to
rotate the camera back to the location.

There is a significant problem statewide with unaccountable drivers who commit traffic
violations and do not pay their citations; because they are not paying, these scofflaw drivers do
not modify their behavior, and they endanger public safety. Failure to pay also deprives local
jurisdictions of funds needed to operate automated enforcement systems. Baltimore County
currently has 5,992 unpaid citations, owing $447,834, that would qualify for vehicle
impoundment if this bill passes -- each offending vehicle on this scofflaw list has accrued three
or more unpaid automated enforcement citations.

Some vehicles have an astonishingly high number of unpaid citations — for example, Baltimore
County’s current scofflaw list using the criteria in House Bill 1408 shows a Maryland-registered
vehicle with 65 unpaid citations; two vehicles with 42 each; one with 38; and one with 37 unpaid
citations. For Virginia-registered vehicles, the scofflaw list shows a vehicle with 45 unpaid
citations and a vehicle with 44 unpaid citations. These drivers are truly scofflaws and the
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authority provided by House Bill 1408 is needed to address their continued misconduct and

modify their dangerous behavior.

One part of the problem are vehicles registered out of state, because there is no way to enforce
the citation if there is no reciprocity with their state of registration, like Virginia. In Baltimore
County alone, we have 1,685 unpaid citations for vehicles registered out of state that would
qualify for impoundment under the proposed bill, totaling $123,440. For Virginia-registered
vehicles, Baltimore County is currently owed $68,180 for 774 unpaid automated enforcement
citations that have been issued to just 105 vehicles; 26 of those vehicles have at least one school
bus camera violation.

After analyzing the data, we have determined that there is also a significant enforcement problem
for vehicles registered in Maryland. In Baltimore County, we have 4,307 unpaid citations for
Maryland-registered vehicles that would qualify for impoundment under the proposed bill,
totaling $324,394. There is an enforcement method for nonpayment, having the Maryland
vehicle registration flagged so it cannot be renewed, but that can take up to three years.

Some owners finally pay their overdue citations when their registrations come up for renewal,
we suspect many scofflaw vehicle owners are choosing to continue being a scofflaw, by not
paying their citations and instead illegally registering their vehicles in another state — a state like
Virginia, which will register cars for non-residents. Possessing impoundment authority will make
it possible for local jurisdictions to enforce unpaid citations before owners can evade the
citations by changing their registration.

The bottom line is that if we can get this authority to enforce automated traffic enforcement
citations, we can stop the scofflaws and modify their behavior so they will respect school bus
stop arms, red lights, speed limits, and other laws addressed by automated enforcement, and our
streets will be made safer for the public. We will collect fines that are owed, thereby recovering
costs of operating these enforcement systems and supporting public safety.

Baltimore County request a technical amendment, to authorize “a local authority” to
impound vehicles instead of “a law enforcement agency” (line 23 and 27). Local jurisdictions
can choose the most appropriate agency and methods to effect impoundments. Such
impoundments for failure to pay citations such as parking citations are typically done by a
civilian agency, such as a parking office in a Finance Office or in a Department of Public Works.
Some jurisdictions use a “boot” program as an option that is less burdensome and less costly than
towing every impounded vehicle.
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Accordingly, Baltimore County urges a FAVORABLE with Amendments report on House Bill
1408 from the House Environment and Transportation Committee. For more information, please
contact Kayenda Twesigye, State Legislative Officer of Government Affairs at
ktwesigye@baltimorecountymd.gov.
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Chair, Vice Chair, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Michael DelLorenzo. | am President of NextCar All Vehicle Rentals. We operate 16
locations across Maryland and employ 110 Maryland residents.

| support HB-1408 and strongly agree that habitual scofflaws who abuse the privilege of using
our roads should be held accountable.

However, | respectfully request one amendment:
On Page 2, Line 26, change “overdue by at least 30 days” to “overdue by at least 120 days.”

The issue is not enforcement — it is the business and administrative reality of how citations are
processed for rental vehicle companies.

When a ticket is issued to one of our vehicles, it is initially sent to us — not the driver. We must
then identify the renter and formally transfer liability. Under the current paper-based
notification system, that process can easily take two months or more.

We often receive citations only 6—-8 days before payment is due. Mail delays, manual vendor
processing, and internal administrative review all slow the process. Vendors are also not
consistently meeting the 45-day notice requirements already in state law.

With a 30-day threshold, rental companies could be penalized simply because paperwork moves
slowly — not because anyone is intentionally refusing to pay.

A 120-day standard would still target true repeat violators while protecting Maryland businesses
and the 110 Maryland employees we support from consequences created by an outdated
administrative system.

If the State wants better compliance, modernization is the solution — a digital notification and
centralized data system — not timelines that businesses cannot realistically meet.

| respectfully ask for a favorable report with the amendment.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Michael DelLorenzo

13900 Laurel Lakes Ave. Suite 100, Laurel Md. 20707
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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Marc Korman, Chair
and Members of the House Environment and Transportation Committee

FROM: Darren Popkin, Executive Director, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee
Andrea Mansfield, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee
Samira Jackson, Representative, MCPA-MSA Joint Legislative Committee

DATE: March 5, 2026
RE: HB 1408 - Motor Vehicles - Automated Traffic Enforcement Systems -
Impoundment

POSITION: SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS

The Maryland Chiefs of Police Association (MCPA) and the Maryland Sheriffs’ Association (MSA)
SUPPORT HB 1408 WITH AMENDMENTS. House Bill 1408 authorizes a local authority to impound
a vehicle when it has accrued a specified number of unpaid automated enforcement citations, such as
speed or red-light camera violations. The bill is intended to address repeat nonpayment by creating an
enforcement mechanism for vehicles whose owners have failed to resolve multiple outstanding citations.
It allows the jurisdiction to take enforcement action against the vehicle itself, rather than waiting for
registration renewal or relying on existing collection processes, which can be slow or ineffective. The
goal is to provide a practical tool to ensure compliance and restore accountability within automated traffic
enforcement systems.

Automated enforcement exists to modify dangerous driving behavior and improve public safety. When
drivers speed through school zones, ignore school bus stop arms, or run red lights, the consequences are
not theoretical, and people are injured, property is damaged, and in some cases, lives are lost.
Accountability is what drives behavior change. It is a significant statewide problem that thousands of
drivers accumulate multiple automated enforcement citations and simply do not pay them. Some vehicles
have accrued dozens of unpaid citations. In certain cases, more than 40 violations are tied to a single
vehicle. These are not isolated oversights; they represent repeated, uncorrected dangerous conduct. When
citations go unpaid, the intended deterrent effect is lost, and public safety suffers.

House Bill 1408 provides a mechanism to address chronic scofflaws and restore accountability to the
automated enforcement system. However, we respectfully request one amendment. On page 2, lines 23
and 27, we ask that “law enforcement agency” be replaced with “local authority.” Impoundment for
unpaid citations, particularly parking or automated enforcement citations, is often administered by civilian
agencies such as parking offices, finance departments, or departments of public works. In many
jurisdictions, boot programs are used as a less burdensome and more cost-effective enforcement
alternative to towing. Replacing “law enforcement agency” with “local authority” ensures the bill reflects
how these programs are actually implemented and provides flexibility for local governments to use the
532 Baltimore Boulevard, Suite 308
Westminster, Maryland 21157
667-314-3216 / 667-314-3236



most efficient enforcement tools available. For these reasons, MCPA and MSA SUPPORT HB 1408
WITH AMENDMENTS and urge a FAVORABLE committee report.

532 Baltimore Boulevard, Suite 308
Westminster, Maryland 21157
667-314-3216 / 667-314-3236
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AMERICAN CAR RENTAL ASSOCIATION

el &V
March 5, 2026

The Honorable Marc A. Korman

Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee
Room 251, House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Honorable Michele J. Guyton

Vice-Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee
Room 251, House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: Written Testimony — HB 1408 (Motor Vehicles — Automated Traffic Enforcement
Systems — Impoundment); Position: Unfavorable

Dear Chair Korman, Vice-Chair Guyton, and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the American Car Rental Association (ACRA)', I appreciate the opportunity to
provide written testimony. Speed cameras and other automated enforcement tools are intended to
promote safety and hold individual drivers accountable for their actions on the road. However,
HB 1408—which authorizes the impoundment of vehicles with three or more unpaid and
overdue citations—introduces significant logistical and legal complications, particularly for
rental car fleet owners who are not the parties responsible for the underlying violations. For this
reason, ACRA opposes HB 1408.

Misplaced Liability and Lack of Due Process

The core issue with HB 1408 is that it targets the vehicle itself rather than the individual driver
who committed the infractions. For rental car companies, the vehicle is a business asset being
operated by a third-party customer. Impounding a vehicle for the actions of a transient driver
unfairly penalizes the fleet owner, who has no control over the driver’s behavior and often has no
immediate knowledge that a citation has been issued until long after the rental period has ended.

Administrative and Logistical Barriers

The current automated enforcement notification process is often delayed. By the time a rental
company receives notice of multiple unpaid citations, the vehicle may have been through several
different renters. Impounding these vehicles—especially when they are parked—Ieaves rental
companies in the position of losing an asset due to a customer's delinquency. Furthermore, the

" ACRA is the national trade association representing the U.S. car rental industry, including major brands like
Alamo, Avis, Budget, Dollar, Enterprise, Hertz, National, Sixt, and Thrifty as well as independent, regional, and
franchise operators. Its members collectively manage more than 2.2 million vehicles nationwide, with fleets ranging
from 10 to 1 million cars, and employ over 100,000 workers across nearly every county, including many in
Maryland.

300 New Jersey Ave, NW, Suite 300, Washington, D.C. 20001



30-day "overdue" window is often too short for rental companies to process the citation, identify
the driver, and ensure the state is notified of the responsible party.

Interference with Fleet Operations

Under this legislation, a vehicle could be impounded while legally parked or as a secondary
action during a stop. For a rental fleet, this results in significant recovery costs, lost revenue, and
administrative burdens to clear citations that the company did not earn. This policy shifts the
state's enforcement burden onto private businesses rather than focusing on the person behind the
wheel.

While we support the goal of ensuring traffic citations are paid, impoundment is an overly broad
and punitive measure when applied to fleet-owned vehicles. We urge the Committee to exempt
rental car fleets from the impoundment provisions to ensure that enforcement remains focused on
the operator. If this cannot be done, we urge the committee to issue an unfavorable report on HB
1408, as this will significantly impair rental car operations.

Sincerely,

i;on Lefeve

President & CEO
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March 5, 2026

The Honorable Marc Korman

Chair, House Environment and Transportation Committee
250 Taylor House Office Building

Annapolis, MD 21401

RE:  Letter of Information — House Bill 1408 — Motor Vehicles - Automated Traffic
Enforcement Systems - Impoundment

Dear Chair Korman and Committee Members:

The Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT) takes no position on House Bill 1408 but
offers the following information for the Committee’s consideration.

HB 1408 would permit law enforcement to tow and impound a motor vehicle if the vehicle
record shows at least three unpaid citations from an automated traffic enforcement (ATE) system
and the citations are at least 30 days past due. Enforcement action is also limited to either a
secondary offense or if the vehicle is parked.

ATE citations reinforce safe driving behaviors and are a proven tool to improve driver behavior
and safety. Increasing the consequences imposed on unsafe driving behaviors could further
increase the effectiveness of these tools and demonstrate that Maryland is Serious about Safety.
How to most effectively implement the means to do so under HB 1408 may benefit from
additional context on existing procedures.

The Motor Vehicle Administration (MVA) currently flags a vehicle account for an unpaid ATE
citation or parking ticket, among other past due obligations, at the request of the issuing
jurisdiction. The MV A will charge an administrative flag fee to a customer and prevent the
renewal of the vehicle’s registration until it is resolved. However, the MV A receives minimum
information about ATE and does not have a mechanism to share this information with other
jurisdictions or entities beyond the vehicle owner that the vehicle has a flag on its account.

Additionally, the due date on a citation can vary greatly between jurisdictions and the timeline to
request that MVA flag a vehicle can also vary further. Some jurisdictions may request MVA
flag the vehicle account immediately after a payment is past due, only providing 30 days from
the date the citation was created. Others may give 60 days to make payment, another 30 or more
days before a late fee is assessed, and only after 90 days or more will they then request that
MVA flag the vehicle.

Without clearer authority to receive more detailed ATE citation data in a comprehensive state-

wide manner across the over 120 jurisdictions, it is not clear that the MV A would have a means
to indicate on a vehicle record it would qualify for impoundment under the qualifying terms set

7201 Corporate Center Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 | 410.865.1000 | Maryland Relay TTY 410.859.7227 | mdot.maryland.gov
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in HB 1408 or experience significant delays in ensuring vehicles that meet the eligibility
requirements in the bill are indicated as such to enforcement authorities.

Further, the State Highway Administration (SHA) has concerns that the bill’s proposed timeline
of 30 days may be difficult to comply with, leaving limited time — particularly for owners with a
large number of outstanding citations — to receive and respond before impoundment action can
be taken. To address this concern, the SHA recommends the Committee amend the bill to
provide that impoundment cannot occur until the vehicle's registration is flagged. While this can
vary by jurisdiction, that would generally occur closer to 60 days or more following an initial
citation being issued.

The Maryland Department of Transportation respectfully requests the committee consider this
information during its deliberation of House Bill 1408.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine E. Nizer Matthew Mickler
Administrator Director of Government Affairs
Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration Maryland Department of Transportation

410-787-7830 410-865-1090



