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Ed Rothstein, Secretary of the Maryland Department of Veteran and Military 
Families 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF Senate Bill 301 - Veterans’ Discount Act 
Environment and Transportation Committee 

April 1, 2026 
 
Good afternoon Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton, and members of the 
Committee. 
 
For the record, my name is Ed Rothstein, Secretary of the Maryland 
Department of Veterans and Military Families. 

I’m here today in support of Senate Bill 301 — the Veterans’ Discounts Act. 

This is a straightforward bill. It gives state agencies the option to waive 
certain fees for veterans, when appropriate. 
 
Even small costs can create barriers when veterans are trying to access 
services or opportunities.  
 
This bill provides a practical way to reduce those barriers, without 
mandates, but by giving agencies flexibility. 
 
It also aligns with Maryland’s commitment to those who have served and 
supports our broader effort to improve access for veterans and their 
families. 

 



 

In Maryland, we are working every day to build a state where veterans are 
not just thanked for their service, but supported in meaningful, practical 
ways. 

I respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 301.  
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SB 301 – The Veterans Discount Act 

I am Senator Bryan Simonaire presenting SB 301. 

I worked with the Department of Veterans and Military Families, 
numerous other Departments and veteran advocacy groups on this 
consensus legislation. 

This bill honors our veterans and provides clear enabling authority for 
Departments and Boards to allow a veteran’s discount on fees that are 
specifically set in statute. 

Knowing the fiscal situation, this bill has no fiscal impact as it is 
enabling and creates no mandates. 

However, in addition to providing enabling authority, it provides flexibility 
to the Departments and Boards and the important framework for easy 
future implementation.  

Over the years, different legislators have passed a few bills authorizing 
discounts on fees for veterans.  As I was researching other areas to 
provide discounts for veterans, I found there were literally 100s of 
places in Maryland law where the fees were set in statute.   

Therefore, I looked for a more comprehensive way to provide a 
framework for discounts for our veterans. 

Over the summer, I worked with the Attorney General’s office to 
determine if and under what circumstances discounts could currently 
be applied to fees set specifically in statutes.  

The answer was “it depends” as illustrated through many different 
scenarios. 



 
 

In current law there were some cases, a discount would be allowed but 
in many other cases it would not be allowed. 

The cleanest and most straightforward approach was to create an 
overall framework to grant this enabling authority throughout law where 
appropriate.  

That is what this bill does by creating a general authorization section 
which is referenced by any section to grant enabling authority. 

By creating this framework structure, it is very easy going forward to add 
or remove the enabling authority for any veteran’s fee discount set in any 
section. 

As you well know, the private sector has embraced this concept of 
honoring and thanking our veterans with discounts when shopping, 
going to restaurants and so many other areas. 

There are 100s of fees set in statute and this bill took the top fees that 
would have the greatest impact on helping our veterans. 

Generally speaking, the fees had to make sense to apply to veterans and 
be at least $50 or more.  However, if at a later date, the General 
Assembly wanted to authorize other fees, the framework would be there 
for easy inclusion. 

Maryland can be a leader in providing a framework and authority to 
honor our veterans very similar to what the private sector already does. 

When working with the Departments, one said, “I will note additionally 
that we have run into this predicament before, whereby an emergency or 
some unforeseen disaster occurred and we sought ways to provide 
some means of relief but were hampered by statutory language that 
needed legislative action.” 

This is a meaningful bill that provides flexibility to our Departments, 
shows honor to our veterans and Makes Maryland More Welcoming to 
Veterans. 

For all these reasons, I ask for your favorable consideration. 
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Senate Bill 301 - Veterans’ Discounts Act 
SUPPORT 

 
April 1, 2026 
 
The Honorable Marc Korman 
Environment and Transportation Committee  
250 Taylor House Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Chair Korman, Vice Chair Guyton, and Committee Members, 
 
The Maryland Department of Veterans and Military Families (DVMF) is committed to leading veterans and 
their families through life’s transitions, making Maryland the best state for military-connected communities. 
Our department supports Senate Bill 301 - Veterans’ Discounts Act. 
 
SB 301 simply allows state agency secretaries, boards, and commissions to waive certain fees for veterans, 
should they choose to. This legislation acknowledges the sacrifices of those who served and is a tangible way to 
honor their contributions and demonstrate Maryland’s commitment to its veterans. 

Maryland has a proud tradition of supporting its veterans, and Senate Bill 301 aligns with our State’s values and 
commitment to those who have served. By reducing financial barriers, this bill will have a profound and 
positive impact on the lives of our veterans and their families. Together, we can continue to build a Maryland 
where all veterans receive the respect, support, and opportunities they deserve.  

 
Thank you for your consideration, and I respectfully ask the committee for a favorable report. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ed Rothstein 
Secretary 


