
 
February 17th, 2026 

 
TO: Senate Finance Committee 

 
FROM: Kate Simms, Baltimore  

 
RE: Senate Bill 75 - Alcoholic Beverages - Class A License - Food 
Retailers 

POSITION: Support 
 

Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and Members of the Committee I am writing 
to request your support for Senate Bill 75 - Alcoholic Beverages - Class A 
License - Food Retailers (SB0075). 

Grocery stores are economic anchors in our communities across Maryland. 
They create local jobs, generate tax revenue, support nearby small 
businesses, and increase access to fresh food. When a grocery store 
closes, the economic and social ripple effects can be devastating. This is 
particularly true for working-class neighborhoods and rural areas. 

Allowing grocery stores to sell beer and wine is a sensible way to make it 
easier for them to operate and remain viable. At the same time, experience in 
the 46 states where this is already permitted demonstrates that 
independently owned liquor stores can continue to thrive by offering curated 
selections, knowledgeable service, and unique products. 

This legislation supports economic growth without eliminating opportunity for 
existing retailers, which is why I enthusiastically request a favorable report on 
SB0075. 

In addition, attached to this testimony is a community letter that was recently 
sent to Senate President Bill Ferguson, signed by over 70 Baltimore-area 
community leaders, requesting support for SB 0075.  

Thank you,  

Kate Simms  

1630 Lancaster St, Baltimore MD 21231 

 



Kate Simms 
1630 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 
o/b/o Baltimore Community Leaders 
 
February 9, 2026 
  
Senate President Bill Ferguson 
State House, H-107 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Re. Community support for SB75: Beer and wine sales in grocery stores 
  
President Ferguson: 
 
We, the undersigned Baltimore City community leaders & members, respectfully urge you to support 
Senate Bill 75 sponsored by Senator Antonio Hayes, which allows beer and wine sales in grocery 
stores.  

Maryland remains one of only a few states that prohibits grocery stores from selling beer and wine—
an outdated restriction that no longer reflects how residents shop or live. These laws create unnecessary 
inconvenience for consumers, forcing separate trips for everyday purchases that are combined in most 
other states. 

Allowing grocery stores to sell beer and wine would provide greater convenience for Maryland families 
while supporting local retailers and their workers. Grocery stores already operate under strict 
regulations and have extensive experience with age verification and responsible sales. Modernizing the 
law would bring Maryland in line with national norms while maintaining strong safeguards. 

Public polling and community engagement consistently show broad support for this change. 
Marylanders want updated laws that reflect today’s realities, promote consumer choice, and encourage 
grocery retail investment across Maryland. 

We respectfully ask you to support legislation that allows grocery stores to sell beer and wine and helps 
move Maryland’s alcohol laws into the modern era. Thank you for your consideration and for your 
continued service to our community. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Allen 

Heritage Crossing  
1001 Argyle Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

 

Lauren Baranyay 

Fells Point 
513 S Durham St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

Michael Bates 

Greektown 
133 S. Macon St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 



 

Matthew Bleakney 

Riverside Ave 
101 East Wells St  
Apt A505 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Brooke Bomberger 

Greektown 
415 S. Lehigh St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

 

James Bromwell 

Federal Hill 
113 E Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Rebekah Bromwell 

Federal Hill  
113 E Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Juliana Buonanno 

Canton 
3200 Fleet St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

Rachel-Lyn Cavano 

Federal Hill 
17 E Ostend St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Corinne Dallain Scheitler 

Fells Point 
1717 Lancaster St. 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Harold Dams 

Fells Point 
1705 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Luis Dams 

Fells Point 
1705 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Emma Dams 

Fells Prospect 
242 S Chester St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Liam Davis 

Greektown 
345 South Lehigh St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

 

Jeff Dewberry 

Riverside 
1304 Jackson St  
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Antonio Dickerson 

Woodbourne Heights 
5410 Purdue Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21239 

 

Brian Dorney 

Federal Hill 
210 Grindall St  
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Depue Duffeyl 

Locust Point 
1226 Hull St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Maritza Frontado 

Fells Prospect 
242 S Chester St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Meredith Good 

Riverside 
1615 Race St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Kaitlyn Grady 

Riverside 
1803 Westphal Pl 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Joel Grahamz  

Federal Hill 
218 E Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Autumn Grant 

Downtown Baltimore 
300 St. Paul Place 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

Dr. Alvin C. Hathaway, Sr. 

Upton/Marble Hill 
1315 Division St. 
Baltimore, MD 21217 

 

Eileen Howard 

 

Ashleigh Johnson 

 

Ashkan Katirai 



Federal Hill  
611 S Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Kenilworth Park 
4529 Saint Georges Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21212 

Fells Point 
807 South Bond St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

Chris Lewkovich 

O’Donnell Square 
900 S. Macon St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

 

Alexus Martin 

Ridgleys Delight 
700 Portland St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Mario Marzette 

Fells Point 
526 South Bond St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Kelsey McCoskey 

Federal Hill 
110 East Fort Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Chris Moore 

Federal Hill 
10 W Churchill St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Micah Morris 

Roland Park 
110 Elmwood Rd 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

 

Zach Myers 

Hampden 
1016 W 42nd St 
Baltimore, MD 21211 

 

Rachel Greenberg  

Pig Town  
1149 Nanticoke St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Brian O'Connor 

Upper Fells Point 
241 S Washington St. 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

Brian O'Doherty 

Charles Village 
2609 Guilford Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

 

Maranda Poe 

Fell’s Point 
524 S Bond St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Kenneth Rebella 

Roland Park 
110 Elmwood Rd 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

 

Jodie Rohrer 

Butcher’s Hill 
7 S Castle St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

Cesar Romero 

Bayview 
365 Cornwall St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

Jonathon Rowland 

Fells Point 
524 S Bond St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Jarol Sanchez 

Fells Prospect 
242 S Chester St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

 

Mark Scheitler 

Fells Point, Baltimore 
1717 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

 

Lisa Seitz 

Baltimore 
103 E Wells St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Kate Simms 

Fell’s Point 
1630 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Brody Snook 

Federal Hill 
817 S Charles St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Kristin Speaker 

Riverside 
428 E Randall St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Locchanan Sreeharikesan Michael Steward Maya Suresh 



Federal Hill 
26 East Henrietta St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Federal Hill 
25 E Wheeling St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Butcher's Hill 
7 S Castle St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Jonathan Susman 

Harlem Park 
507 N Carrollton Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21223 

Claudia Towles 

Fells Point 
1720 Lancaster St 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Sean Tully 

Downtown 
19 East Fayette St Apt 502 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

 

Roxanne Walton 

Otterbein 
203 W. Hill St. 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Ian Wolfe 

Greektown 
837 Ponca St 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

 

Peter Bodde  

Fells Point  
1607 Aliceanna St  
Baltimore, MD 21231  

Amy Stern 

Federal Hill 
212 E. Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Francis Landolf 

Federal Hill 
129 Warren Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

Adam Jones 

Mount Vernon 
605 Park Ave Apt. 18 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

 

Wintana Asfaha 

Downtown Baltimore 
100 E Redwood St 
Baltimore, MD 21202 

 

Caitlin DuPont 

Federal Hill 
25 W Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Alexandra Votaw 

Federal Hill 
35 E Montgomery St 
Baltimore, MD 21204 

 

John Rohrer 

Fell’s Point 
701 S. Ann St Apt. 1A 
Baltimore, MD 21231 

 

Richard Yeagley 

Hampden 
3450 Hickory Ave 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Estela Martinez 

Riverside 
124 E Gittings St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Adam Nicholson 

Federal Hill 
311 E Cross St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

Paris Bienert 

Tuscany-Canterbury 
100 W University Pkwy 
Baltimore, MD 21210 

 

Shannon Bishoff 

Federal Hill 
1321 Clarkson St 
Baltimore, MD 21230 

 

cc:   Delegate Luke Clippinger 
Delegate Robbyn Lewis 
Delegate Mark Edelson 
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