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From: Irnise F. Williams, Deputy Director, Health Education and Advocacy Unit

Re: Senate Bill 0794 - Health Insurance - Special Enrollment Period for Pregnancy -

Coverage Effective Date - SUPPORT

The Office of the Attorney General’s Health Education and Advocacy Unit (HEAU) supports
SB794. SB794 updates the coverage effective date provisions for pregnancy-related special
enrollment periods (SEP). The bill will allow the pregnant individual to choose their effective
coverage date — either the first day of the month the pregnancy is confirmed or the first day of
the month following the date of plan selection — and requires carriers to make the selection if
the enrollee does not choose. Current law sets the effective date as the first day of the month in

which the pregnancy is confirmed.

This bill gives consumers some flexibility to choose their coverage start date, allowing them to
avoid paying potentially significant premiums for retroactive coverage which may be a barrier to
enrollment. Enrollment provides access to prenatal, delivery, and postpartum care proven to

reduce complications, preterm births, low birth weight and mortality.

We urge a favorable report on SB794.
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