CAROLYN A. QUATTROCKI
Chief Deputy Attorney General WILLIAM D. GRUHN
Division Chief
LEONARD J. HOWIE 111
Deputy Attorney General PETER V. BERNS

General Counsel

CARRIE J. WILLIAMS

Deputy Attorney General CHRISTIAN E. BARRERA
STATE OF MARYLAND Chief of Staff
SHARON S. MERRIWEATHER OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
Deputy Attorney General CONSUMER PROTECTION DIVISION IRNISE WILLIAMS

HEALTH EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY UNIT Deputy Unit Director
ZENITA WICKHAM HURLEY

Deputy Attorney General
ANTHONY G. BROWN

Attorney General

January 26, 2026

To: The Honorable Pamela Beidle, Chair
Finance Committee

From: Irnise F. Williams, Deputy Director, Health Education and Advocacy Unit
Re: Senate Bill 0134 - Medicare Supplement Policies - Issuance - Requirements-
SUPPORT

The Office of the Attorney General’s Health Education and Advocacy Unit (HEAU) supports
Senate Bill 134 which addresses two consumer-focused special enrollment periods (SEPs) to
ensure Marylanders have guaranteed access to Medicare Supplement plans under specific
circumstances.

1. One period is for Medicare-eligible Marylanders who were covered under Medicaid
programs such as Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QMB) or Specified Low-Income
Medicare Beneficiary (SLMB) and then disenrolled. These individuals currently face
limited options to cover the approximately 20% of costs not paid by Medicare. While a
temporary SEP existed during the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency, that provision
expired. This bill restores a critical consumer protection by ensuring these individuals have
a guaranteed right to purchase a Medicare Supplement plan;

2. Current SEP rules inadvertently prevent Marylanders who were eligible for Medicare
before January 1, 2020, from directly enrolling in Medicare Supplement plans D or G,
which were introduced on January 1, 2020, after plans C and F were closed to new enrollees
under the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2014. Plans D and G mirror
C and F but exclude coverage for the Part B deductible. This bill corrects that inconsistency
and gives older beneficiaries the same guaranteed issue rights as those who became eligible
on or after January 1, 2020.

200 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202
(410) 576-6300 <+ (888) 743-0023
oag.maryland.gov



This bill will provide older Medicare beneficiaries equal access to modern Medicare Supplement
plans and ensure individuals losing Medicaid coverage have a viable option outside Medicare
Advantage plans to avoid significant out-of-pocket costs.

We urge a favorable report on SB134.
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