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Sponsor Written Testimony: Favorable
Senate Bill 0078: Public Health — Prostate-Specific Antigen Testing (Protect Our Prostate Act)

February 10, 2026
Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and colleagues of the Senate Finance Committee:

I am pleased to sponsor and request a favorable report on this important public health legislation, which strengthens
patient protections and promotes accurate, responsible use of prostate—specific antigen (PSA) testing in Maryland.

According to the American Cancer Society, “about 1 in 8 men will be diagnosed with prostate cancer during their
lifetime,” and in the United States, an estimated “333,830 new cases” are expected in 2026.' The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), and the National Cancer Institute suggests that PSA testing is widely used as a screening
tool to help detect prostate cancer early, often before symptoms develop. Early detection through PSA testing can lead to
timely intervention and improved outcomes for patients; however it is an imperfect tool. Unfortunately, false—positive
results are common. About 6%—7% of men have a false-positive PSA test on any given screening round, and only about
25% of men who have a biopsy due to an elevated PSA level are found to have prostate cancer.> Because of these findings,
there is an urgent need for integrating higher laboratory standards for patients receiving prostate-specific antigen testing.

By promoting standardized laboratory practices and enhanced patient education, Senate Bill 0078 aligns with the core
principles of evidence—based screening. For these reasons, I respectfully urge the Senate Finance Committee to issue

a favorable report on Senate Bill 0078.

Sincerely,

gt

Arthur Ellis, CPA

! American Cancer Society. “Key Statistics for Prostate Cancer.” https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/prostate-cancet/about/key-statistics.html
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