
 
 
 
February 3, 2026 
 
The Honorable Pamela G. Beidle 
Chair, Senate Finance Committee 
3 East Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
RE: Support for SB 249 – Tobacco Product Licensees – Additional Licensure for 
Electronic Smoking Devices 
 
Dear Senator Beidle: 
 
The Maryland State Council on Cancer Control (Council) respectfully submits this letter 
of support for Senate Bill 249 – Tobacco Product Licensees – Additional Licensure for 
Electronic Smoking Devices (SB 249). The Council supports this legislation because it 
strengthens Maryland’s ability to effectively enforce tobacco-related laws and enhances 
public health surveillance related to electronic smoking devices, which is critical for 
cancer prevention and control efforts. 
 
Improved Enforcement and Regulatory Clarity 
SB 249 establishes clearer, more specific licensing requirements for the sale of electronic 
smoking devices. By requiring a distinct license, the bill improves regulatory clarity for 
both retailers and enforcement agencies. This clarity supports more consistent 
enforcement, reduces ambiguity in compliance, and helps close gaps that currently limit 
oversight of electronic smoking device sales. 
 
Enhanced Surveillance and Public Health Utility 
Accurate and comprehensive licensing data are foundational to effective public health 
surveillance. Separate licensure for electronic smoking devices will allow state and local 
agencies to better identify where these products are sold, monitor trends in availability, 
and assess proximity to schools and other youth-centered settings. This information is 
particularly valuable for cancer surveillance, as it supports analysis of exposure risk, 
informs prevention strategies, and guides targeted interventions in communities. 
From a cancer control perspective, improved surveillance data can be integrated with 
existing public health and cancer registry information to better understand patterns of 
tobacco and nicotine use and to evaluate the impact of policy and prevention efforts over 
time. These data-driven approaches are essential to reducing cancer risk associated with 
tobacco and electronic smoking device use. 



 
 
 
 
Alignment with Public Health and Prevention Goals 
SB 249 aligns with Maryland’s broader public health goals by supporting evidence-based 
decision-making, strengthening compliance mechanisms, and improving the state’s 
capacity to respond to emerging trends in tobacco and nicotine product use. Importantly, 
the bill enhances oversight without imposing additional fees on existing license holders, 
helping ensure that improved surveillance and enforcement can be achieved without 
unnecessary burden. 
 
For these reasons, the Maryland State Council on Cancer Control urges a favorable report 
on SB 249.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Taofeek Owonikoko, MD 
Chair 
Maryland State Council on Cancer Control 


