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March 31, 2026

The Honorable Pamela Beidle
Chair, Senate Finance Committee

3 East Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401-1991

RE: House Bill 1376 — Maryland Medical Assistance Program, Maryland Children's
Health Program, and Health Insurance - Transfers to Special Pediatric Hospitals -
Requirements Letter of Support with Amendments

Dear Chair Beidle and Committee Members:

The Maryland Department of Health (the Department) respectfully submits this letter of support
with amendments for House Bill (HB) 1376 — Maryland Medical Assistance Program, Maryland
Children's Health Program, and Health Insurance — Transfers to Special Pediatric Hospitals —
Requirements. We would also like to express our sincere appreciation for the time the Chair and
the Committee has spent working with the Department on this issue throughout the 2026
legislative session.

As amended, HB 1376 would permit in-state special pediatric hospitals (SPH) to request prior
authorization for patient transfers and require completion of the requested authorization within
two business days. The bill also requires the Department to adopt regulations by December 31,
2026 on establishing a retrospective review process for SPHs.

The Department agrees with the goal of the bill, but recommends allowing three business days
instead of two to make a prior authorization decision. As a part of the current contract for the
utilization control agent, prior authorizations are already required to be completed within three
business days. The Department also assumes the timeline would start once the hospital has
submitted all required information to the utilization control agent.

If you would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Meghan Lynch,
Director of Government Affairs at meghan.lynch@maryland.gov.

Sincerely,
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Meer;a Seshamani, M.D., Ph.D.
Secretary of Health
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AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL 1376
(Third Reading File Bill)

AMENDMENT NO.1
On page 3, in line 14, strike “2” and substitute “3”.

Rationale: To mitigate the fiscal impact of the bill to Maryland Medicaid



