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SB 96 – Health Active-Duty Requirements 

I am Senator Bryan Simonaire presenting SB 96. 

I worked with the Department of Health, Military advocates and others on 

this consensus legislation. 

In current law, the Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services Program for 

Service Members and Veterans is only eligible for those who are currently 

serving on active duty. 

This bill simply expands the Behavioral Health Services Program to all 

service members, independent of active-duty status. 

For one example, Uniformed Services reservists who have served on 

active-duty previously and are dealing with behavioral health issues are 

currently not eligible for these support programs.  This bill opens those 

services up to all service members not just those currently on active duty. 

Last year when I worked on the Modernization of Maryland Military Laws 

Act, this issue was brought up by the Department of Health. They discussed 

this issue with me requesting all service members be eligible for these 

services. 

However, due to the sheer scope of last year’s package, we decided not to 

change the underlying policies as we modernized our Military terms and 

structure. 

One of the advantages of passing last year’s bill is the ease of changing the 

scope of benefits anywhere in Maryland law due to the centralization of 

military terms now in the State Government Article. 

Therefore, while the scope of this change will be very impactful, the change 

is simple. 



 
 

This bill simply changes the term “Active Service Member” to “Service 

member”. 

That is the bill and for all these reasons, I ask for your favorable 

consideration. 
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January 27, 2026 
 
The Honorable Pam Beidle 
Chair, Senate Finance Committee 
3 East Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
RE: Senate Bill (SB) 96 – Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services Matching Grant 
Program for 3 Service Members and Veterans – Terminology – Active Service Members 
 
Dear Chair Beidle and Committee Members: 
 
The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) respectfully submits this letter of support as 
amended for Senate Bill (SB) 96 – Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services Matching Grant 
Program for Service Members and Veterans – Terminology – Active Service Members. 
 
SB 96 would amend Health-General Article, 7.5–210 to remove “an active” from the conditions 
of eligibility for the Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services Matching Grant Program. In 
amending existing law, this bill broadens the eligibility for the grant program beyond active duty 
service members and their family members. The expanded definition aligns with Maryland’s 
Commitment to Veterans, which supports behavioral health coordination for all service members, 
veterans, and their families regardless of discharge status. In addition, by removing “active” from 
the eligibility definition, the eligibility is broadened to include national guardsmen as individuals 
serving in that capacity are only considered active if on active deployment orders.  

If you would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact Meghan Lynch, 
Director of Government Affairs, at meghan.lynch@maryland.gov.​
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Meena Seshamani, MD, PhD 
Secretary 
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Senate Bill 96 - Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services Matching Grant Program for Service 
Members and Veterans - Terminology - Active Service Members 

SUPPORT 
 
January 27, 2026 
 
The Honorable Pamela Beidle 
Finance Committee  
3 East Miller Senate Office Building 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
 
Dear Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and Committee Members, 
 
The Maryland Department of Veterans and Military Families (DVMF) is committed to leading veterans 
and their families through life’s transitions, making Maryland the best state for military-connected 
communities. Our department supports Senate Bill 96 - Sheila E. Hixson Behavioral Health Services 
Matching Grant Program for Service Members and Veterans - Terminology - Active Service Members. 

This bill broadens the definition of “eligible individual” under the Sheila E. Hixon Behavioral Health 
Services Matching Grant Program for Service Members and Veterans by removing the limitation that a 
participant be an active service member or the spouse, child, or stepchild of an active service member. 

Maryland is home to a significant military-connected population, and DVMF believes it is important to 
recognize and honor the service of all service members and veterans. We support the continued effort to 
expand eligibility, align with federal language, and modernize the veteran and military-connected 
definitions across the Code. There is no fiscal impact associated with this bill.  

Thank you for your time, and I respectfully ask the committee for a favorable report. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ed Rothstein 
Acting Secretary 


