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February 20, 2026 

The Senate Finance Committee 

SB 681 Worcester County – Board of License Commissioners - Membership  

Statement of Support by Bill Sponsor Senator Mary Beth Carozza 

 

Thank you Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and members of the distinguished Senate Finance 

Committee for this opportunity to present Senate Bill 681, Worcester County – Board of License 

Commissioners – Membership. 

 

SB 681 would simply increase the number who serve on the Worcester County Board of License 

Commissioners from three to five members. The Board is the authority in Worcester County that 

enforces the Alcoholic Beverages Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland and follows 

through all regulatory aspects associated with alcohol licensing. 

 

The Board has a strong reputation of being impartial, legally sound, and protecting the citizens 

and licenses of Worcester County to ensure a safe and enjoyable community. They have never 

received an ethics complaint, nor has a Board decision even been overturned on appeal. The 

Board has worked directly with local representatives to ensure many events in our community 

are safe and successful, such as Ocean’s Calling, which drew approximately 165,000 attendees 

over its three-day run in 2025. 

 

The reason behind this legislation is that Worcester County and its municipalities, particularly 

Ocean City, have seen an increase in the number of establishments serving alcohol in recent 

years. The Board processes approximately 350 renewals for full-time license holders each year 

and holds monthly meetings which can include up to 25 to 30 cases, including new applications, 

transfer applications, changes in licensed premises and/or special requests. A larger board would 

allow for additional members who could bring added expertise relevant to licensing decisions. 

 

Several Maryland counties have local liquor boards with five members, including Charles, 

Harford, Prince George’s, Montgomery, Queen Anne’s, St. Mary’s, and neighboring Wicomico 

County, of which I also represent. 

 

I thank you for your kind attention and consideration, and I respectfully request a favorable and 

very swift report on SB 681. 
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February 19, 2026 

 

The Honorable Pamela Beidle 

Senate Finance Committee 

3 East 

Miller Senate Office Building 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

 

 

Dear Chair Beidle, 

 

The Worcester County Delegation supports Senate Bill 681 – Worcester County – Board of 

License Commissioners - Membership. I thank you for your committee’s consideration of this 

bill and request a favorable report. 

 

 

 

        In Service, 

 

 
      

  MARY BETH CAROZZA 

                                                                                   State Senator – District 38 

       Somerset, Worcester, and Wicomico 
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On behalf of the Worcester County Commissioners, we respectfully request a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 

681. This legislation increases the Worcester County Board of License Commissioners from three to five 

members, a practical update that reflects the scale and complexity of our tourism-driven economy.  

As Maryland’s only oceanfront county, Worcester supports a year-round population of approximately 54,000 

residents while serving more than 8 million annual visitors and overseeing one of the most active alcoholic 

beverage licensing environments in the State. Expanding the Board to five members will improve quorum 

reliability and provide greater continuity in decision-making, particularly during peak seasons when licensing 

activity and enforcement demands intensify.  

A larger Board strengthens transparency, representation, and regulatory consistency while preserving existing 

licensing standards and enforcement authority. SB 681 is a straightforward governance modernization that 

ensures responsible oversight and operational stability. For these reasons, we respectfully request a favorable 

report on Senate Bill 681. 

 

Senate Bill 681 

Worcester County - Board of License Commissioners - 
Membership 

Position: SUPPORT           To: Finance Committee 

              

Date: February 18, 2026                                   From: County Commissioners of Worcester County 

  


