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SB 782 - Telecommunications Infrastructure — Protections
Position: Support
February 26, 2026

Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, Members of the Committee:

The Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce supports SB 782, which strengthens
protections for telecommunications equipment and telecommunications infrastructure
and deters theft and malicious damage that can cause service disruptions and economic
harm.

Reliable telecommunications service is essential infrastructure for Prince George’s County.
It supports day-to-day commerce—credit card processing, logistics and dispatch,
customer communications, and remote work—and it supports critical needs such as
healthcare access and public safety communications. When telecommunications
equipment is stolen or infrastructure is vandalized, the result can be service outages, lost
productivity, delayed transactions, and real financial harm for employers and residents.

By discouraging theft and malicious damage, SB 782 supports service continuity and
economic stability.

SB 782 would expand definitions of junk or scrap metal to include telecommunications
equipment and requires certain junk dealers, scrap metal processors, and antique dealers
purchasing telecommunications equipment to report information to county-designated
law enforcement.

SB 782 advances an important public purpose by improving traceability of
telecommunications equipment transactions and deterring malicious acts that can
interrupt communications services. The Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce
respectfully requests your support of SB 782.

Sincerely,

Aleganclon K. uatin

Alexander Austin
President & CEO,
Prince George’s Chamber of Commerce
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Bill Sponsor: Senator Jackson

Committee: Senate Finance

Organization Submitting: Maryland Legislative Coalition
Person Submitting: Aileen Alex, CoChair

Position: FAVORABLE

| am submitting this testimony in support of SB0782 on behalf of the Maryland
Legislative Coalition. We are an association of unpaid citizen advocates—individuals
and grassroots groups in every district across the state—representing and supporting
more than 30,000 Marylanders.

SB0782 responds to real and growing threats to Maryland’s telecommunications
networks, which have been increasingly disrupted by vandalism, theft, sabotage, and
accidental damage. These incidents can shut down broadband, phone service, and
even 911 access, leaving entire communities without essential communication.

Stolen telecommunications components—especially copper wiring, fiber housings, and
metal equipment—are often sold through scrap and salvage markets. By requiring junk
dealers to verify the source of these materials and prohibiting the purchase of items
that appear to be taken from telecommunications facilities, the bill cuts off a major
incentive for theft. When there is no easy resale market, the likelihood of
infrastructure being targeted drops significantly.

By reinforcing the status of telecommunications systems as essential infrastructure,
SB0782 strengthens public safety and supports the uninterrupted communication that
first responders, hospitals, schools, and families depend on every day.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge a FAVORABLE report on SB0782.
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Senate Bill 782

Founded in 1968, the Maryland Chamber of Commerce (“Maryland Chamber”) is a statewide
coalition of more than 7,000 members working to develop and promote strong public policy that
ensures sustained economic growth and opportunity for all Marylanders.

Reliable telecommunications infrastructure is essential to Maryland’s economic stability, public
safety, and day-to-day business operations. From small businesses to large employers, companies
across the state depend on secure and uninterrupted communications networks to serve
customers, process transactions, manage logistics, and ensure employee safety. Theft and unlawful
resale of telecommunications equipment threaten not only service continuity, but also economic
productivity.

Senate Bill 782 (SB 782) provides practical and targeted safeguards to address these risks. By
strengthening registration and recordkeeping requirements for certain dealers purchasing
telecommunications equipment and establishing appropriate holding periods, the bill creates
meaningful deterrents against the trafficking of stolen infrastructure. These measures enhance
transparency and improve law enforcement’s ability to investigate and prevent criminal activity.

Importantly, the legislation supports legitimate commerce while discouraging unlawful practices
that disrupt essential services. Preventing the destruction or impairment of telecommunications
infrastructure protects Maryland residents, employers, emergency services, and critical industries
that rely on consistent connectivity.

Maryland’s economy depends on resilient infrastructure. Senate Bill 782 represents a balanced
and responsible step toward safeguarding the communications systems that power our state’s
businesses and communities. For these reasons, the Maryland Chamber respectfully requests a
favorable report on SB 782.

MDCHAMBER.ORG
60 West Street, Suite 100, Annapolis 21401 | 410-269-0642
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Testimony of
JEREMY CRANDALL
CTIA

In Support of
Senate Bill 782

Before the
Senate Finance Committee

Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes and Members of the Committee -

On behalf of CTIA®, the trade association for the wireless communications industry, | am
testifying in support of Senate Bill 782 related to improved protections for telecommunications
critical infrastructure.

At a time of exploding consumer demand for wireless services, our industry is working hard to
deploy and upgrade infrastructure for Maryland communities. In 2024, the wireless industry
invested $29 billion in private funding to maintain and upgrade wireless networks, and
approximately $220 billion since 2018. These investments support consumers and fuel
economic growth in Maryland, where the wireless industry employs more than 96,000 residents
and contributes $10.2 billion to the state’s GDP annually. However, ongoing criminal theft and
vandalism of telecommunications infrastructure puts this progress at risk.

In recent years, a variety of factors have led to a significant uptick in the theft of copper and
engineering equipment and destruction of telecommunications and broadband assets in
Maryland and across the nation. During a one-year period in 2024-25, nearly 16,000 incidents of
theft and vandalism were reported. While attention has focused on the price and resulting theft
of copper, these incidents are impacting all types of wireless and broadband infrastructure.
Perpetrators steal batteries and power cables from wireless towers and small cell sites, cut
copper and other communication lines, and willfully and intentionally destroy wireless sites
and fiber optic lines.

1400 16th Street, NW - Suite 600 - Washington, DC 20036 - www.ctia.org



Senate Bill 782 helps Maryland take important steps to address this problem of
telecommunications vandalism. First, the bill adds telecommunications infrastructure and
equipment to the state’s existing criminal code governing vandalism of gas, water and electrical
equipment. Second, the bill ensures that the existing rules and compliance requirements
currently in place for scrap metal dealers operating in the state apply to telecommunications
equipment in the same manner as they do now for other types of materials and items. Taken
together, these provisions enhance protections for Maryland’s telecommunications
infrastructure and help stifle any secondary market for this stolen equipment.

The provisions in this bill are critical because the impacts of these incidents are broad-ranging
and significant. Disruption of 911 systems and public safety communications can delay
emergency response times, especially in rural communities. Our health care networks heavily
depend on broadband connectivity for patient care, access to medical records, medical devices
and telemedicine services. Our transportation systems - airports, railways and highways -
depend on connectivity. In recent years, all of these sectors and many others have been directly
impacted by telecommunications and broadband vandalism, leading to both economic losses
and increased risks to public health and safety.

Given the ongoing impacts of these incidents and our members’ commitment to continue
enhancing connectivity in Maryland communities, we strongly support Senate Bill 782.
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=, Katie McEvoy AT&T, Inc. 202-255-7222
) AI &I Regional Director — MD & DE 601 New Jersey Ave NW km572k@att.com
~~ External & Legislative Affairs Washington, DC 20001

February 26, 2026

The Honorable Pamela Beidle

Chair, Senate Finance Committee

3 East Miller Senate Office Building11 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: SB 782 Telecommunications Infrastructure - Protections
Dear Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of AT&T, | am writing to express our support for SB 782 Telecommunications
Infrastructure - Protections.

Theft of telecommunications equipment is a serious issue for our company and our industry here in
Maryland and around the country, so we appreciate the committee considering such critical
legislation.

Maintaining uninterrupted and high-quality service for our customers is a top priority. Simply put,
trespass, theft and vandalism of critical communications infrastructure are serious matters that
disrupt essential services for our customers, public safety and the community at large.

Illegal removal of telecommunications equipment or cables can disrupt network operations and
impact service in a community, creating significant issues for residents, businesses, law
enforcement and emergency services. When these acts of theft and vandalism occur, it impacts
our customers’ ability to connect both wireless voice and broadband services.

When copper and telecommunications equipment or cables are stolen, the resultis not merely a
financial loss—it is a threat to public safety, service reliability, and economic continuity.
Strengthening penalties for these offenses is a practical step to deter harmful conduct, hold repeat
offenders accountable, and protect communities’ access to critical communication

In closing, we respectfully request a favorable report of SB 782. If you have any questions, please
reach out to me at km572k@att.com or 202-255-7222.

Sincerely,

J 0 I\(\\.
‘/."“‘;L-UJ., T\ L U
| [ )

\ \
Katie McEvoy
Regional Director, External & Legislative Affairs

AT&T
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Recycled Materials
Association

Recycled Materials Association (ReMA)

Position: Unfavorable

Bill: SB 782 — Telecommunications Infrastructure — Protections
Committee: Senate Finance Committee

Dear Chair Beidle and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

The Recycled Materials Association (ReMA) respectfully submits this testimony in opposition to
Senate Bill 782. ReMA represents member companies across Maryland engaged in the
responsible collection, processing, and recycling of metals and other materials that support
domestic manufacturing supply chains, environmental sustainability, and local economic
activity. Our members operate under comprehensive state licensing, recordkeeping, and
reporting requirements designed to promote transparency and support law enforcement efforts to
deter theft.

SB 782 would introduce requirements that are largely duplicative of existing Maryland
regulatory frameworks governing scrap metal and used article transactions while creating new
compliance challenges for regulated recycling businesses. At the same time, the bill proposes a
broad and unclear definition of “telecommunications equipment” that does not provide sufficient
guidance to purchasers regarding what materials would fall within scope. This lack of clarity
raises practical concerns for processors attempting to distinguish telecommunications-specific
items from materials commonly used across multiple industries.

While ReMA would not oppose continued discussion of telecommunications infrastructure
protections, any approach should provide clear and workable parameters for regulated
businesses. As drafted, the bill risks sweeping widely used recyclable materials into regulatory
scope by default, creating uncertainty and potential operational impacts for companies acting in
good faith under established compliance practices.

The legislation also incorporates concepts derived from provisions originally developed for
historical markers and plaques, including a blanket holding requirement applicable to
telecommunications equipment. That framework was designed for a distinct, limited context and
does not reflect the broad and unclear telecommunications equipment definition, the overlapping
requirements for scrap metal and used articles that SB 782 also seeks to apply, or the operational
realities of high-volume recycling facilities already subject to robust transaction documentation,
reporting, and law enforcement cooperation requirements. Imposing an automatic holding period
under these circumstances would create additional burden while duplicating tools already
available to law enforcement through existing targeted hold mechanisms.

ReMA shares the Committee’s goal of preventing telecommunications infrastructure theft and
remains committed to constructive engagement with communications providers and other
stakeholders. Any legislative solution should prioritize definitional clarity, alignment with

1250 H Street, NW Suite - 400 - Washington, DC 20005 - recycledmaterials.org



existing regulatory structures, and enhanced enforcement resources rather than layering
additional mandates onto compliant recycling operations.

For these reasons, ReMA respectfully requests an unfavorable report on SB 782. We appreciate
the opportunity to provide input and stand ready to participate in further stakeholder discussions.

Sincerely,
Recycled Materials Association (ReMA)

recycledmaterials.org 2
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Sims Metal
Position: Unfavorable
Bill: SB 782 — Telecommunications Infrastructure — Protections

Committee: Senate Finance Committee

Dear Chair Beidle and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

Sims Metal respectfully submits this testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 782. Sims Metal is a
global leader in metal recycling, with seven locations in Maryland employing over 150 people.
Our facilities operate under comprehensive state and federal regulatory frameworks governing
transaction documentation, materials verification, and cooperation with law enforcement. We
remove over 24 million pounds of nonferrous and 200 thousand tons of ferrous from the waste
stream for recycling.

Sims Metal supports effective efforts to deter theft and protect critical telecommunications
infrastructure. SB 782 would impose requirements on recycling businesses that are overly
broad, operationally burdensome, and duplicative of existing safeguards. The bill’s transaction
registration mandate with local law enforcement, restrictive payment requirements, and
mandatory holding period for telecommunications equipment would create significant logistical
challenges for high-volume recycling facilities without clear evidence of corresponding
enforcement benefit.

The requirement that purchases be conducted exclusively through mailed checks would disrupt
established commercial payment practices and introduce inefficiencies for both recyclers and
legitimate sellers. Additionally, existing Maryland scrap transaction recordkeeping requirements
already provide law enforcement with access to transaction data and support traceability of
materials entering the recycling stream.

Sims Metal is further concerned that the bill’s definition of telecommunications equipment may
capture common recyclable materials lacking clear indicia of ownership or operational use,
creating compliance ambiguity and potential exposure for recyclers operating in good faith
under existing due diligence protocols.

Maryland’s recycling industry plays a critical role in advancing sustainability objectives,
supporting domestic supply chains, and reducing landfill waste. Policy approaches addressing
infrastructure theft should be narrowly tailored and avoid unintended impacts on regulated
recyclers that are partners in prevention and enforcement efforts.

www.LobbyMD.com
191 Main Street, Suite 210, Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410-990-1521 Email: info@lobbymd.com
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For these reasons, Sims Metal respectfully requests an unfavorable report on SB 782. We
remain committed to working with the sponsor and stakeholders to identify targeted solutions
that address telecommunications infrastructure theft while preserving efficient recycling
operations in Maryland.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Sims Metal

www.LobbyMD.com
191 Main Street, Suite 210, Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410-990-1521 Email: info@lobbymd.com
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Sims Metal

Position: Unfavorable

Bill: SB 782 — Telecommunications Infrastructure — Protections
Committee: Senate Finance Committee

Dear Chair Beidle and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

Sims Metal respectfully submits this testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 782. Sims Metal is a
global leader in metal recycling, with seven locations in Maryland employing over 150 people.
Our facilities operate under comprehensive state and federal regulatory frameworks governing
transaction documentation, materials verification, and cooperation with law enforcement. We
remove over 24 million pounds of nonferrous and 200 thousand tons of ferrous from the waste
stream for recycling avoiding the landfilling of these valuable commodities or the abandonment
of these recyclables in our neighborhoods.

Sims Metal supports effective efforts to deter theft and protect critical telecommunications
infrastructure. SB 782 would impose requirements on recycling businesses that are overly broad,
operationally burdensome, and duplicative of existing safeguards. The bill’s transaction
registration mandate with local law enforcement, restrictive payment requirements, and
mandatory holding period for telecommunications equipment would create significant logistical
challenges for high-volume recycling facilities without clear evidence of corresponding
enforcement benefit.

The requirement that purchases be conducted exclusively through mailed checks would disrupt
established commercial payment practices and introduce inefficiencies for both recyclers and
legitimate sellers. Additionally, existing Maryland scrap transaction recordkeeping requirements
already provide law enforcement with access to transaction data and support traceability of
materials entering the recycling stream.

Sims Metal is further concerned that the bill’s definition of telecommunications equipment may
capture common recyclable materials lacking clear indicia of ownership or operational use,
creating compliance ambiguity and potential exposure for recyclers operating in good faith under
existing due diligence protocols.

Maryland’s recycling industry plays a critical role in advancing sustainability objectives,
supporting domestic supply chains, and reducing landfill waste. Policy approaches addressing
infrastructure theft should be narrowly tailored and avoid unintended impacts on regulated
recyclers that are partners in prevention and enforcement efforts.

www.LobbyMD.com
191 Main Street, Suite 210, Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410-990-1521 Email: info@lobbymd.com
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For these reasons, Sims Metal respectfully requests an unfavorable report on SB 782. We remain
committed to working with the sponsor and stakeholders to identify targeted solutions that
address telecommunications infrastructure theft while preserving efficient recycling operations in
Maryland.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Sims Metal

www.LobbyMD.com
191 Main Street, Suite 210, Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410-990-1521 Email: info@lobbymd.com



