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SUBJECT: Senate Bill 530, Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third
Places (Village Multigenerational Third Places Act)

DATE: March 11, 2026
POSITION: Favorable

LeadingAge Maryland supports Senate Bill 530, Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants -
Multigenerational Third Places (Village Multigenerational Third Places Act).

LeadingAge Maryland is a community of more than 150 not-for-profit aging services
organizations serving residents and clients through continuing care retirement communities,
affordable senior housing, assisted living, nursing homes and home and community-based
services. Members of LeadingAge Maryland provide health care, housing, and services to more
than 20,000 older persons each year.

Senate Bill 530 authorizes the Department of Aging to make grants to nonprofit
organizations and Area Agencies on Aging to support social connection for individuals in aging-
in-place programs through events or gatherings at multigenerational third places.

As a statewide association of not-for-profit aging services providers, LeadingAge
Maryland is deeply committed to promoting the health, well-being, and independence of older
adults. We believe that grants to support social connection, as proposed in Senate Bill 530, are a
cost-effective, evidence-based strategy to strengthen aging in place.

Social isolation among older adults is a serious public health risk linked to higher rates of
depression, cognitive decline, hospitalizations, and premature mortality, all of which drive up
health care and long-term care costs. By supporting social engagement through community-
based organizations, we can prevent isolation before it escalates into medical or institutional
needs, complementing housing and health services while reducing strain on Medicaid, Medicare,
and family caregivers.

Multigenerational third places, such as libraries, community centers, faith institutions,
parks, and arts venues, offer welcoming, non-stigmatizing environments that encourage



participation and foster intergenerational connection. These spaces leverage existing
infrastructure, keeping costs low while strengthening community cohesion and combating
ageism.

Grants, as proposed in Senate Bill 530, allow trusted local organizations to tailor
programs to cultural, geographic, and accessibility needs, particularly in underserved areas,
while remaining easy to track and evaluate. Modest investments in social connection deliver
outsized returns by improving well-being, advancing equity, and helping older adults remain
healthy and engaged in their communities.

Senate Bill 530 will help to:

Strengthen aging in place by promoting social connection and community engagement
Prevent social isolation and its associated health risks

Leverage existing infrastructure to keep costs low

Foster intergenerational connection and community cohesion

Advance equity by targeting underserved areas and populations

For these reasons, LeadingAge Maryland respectfully requests a favorable report for
Senate Bill 530.




MDOA - FAV - SB 530 3.9.26.docx.pdf
Uploaded by: Andrea Nunez

Position: FAV



> |
Maryland

DEPARTMENT OF AGING

Wes Moore|Governor Aruna Miller [Lt. Governor Carmel Roques|Secretary

Date: March 9, 2026
Bill Number: SB 530

Bill Title: Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places (The Village
Multigenerational Third Places Act)

Committee: Senate Finance Committee

MDOA Position: Favorable

Madam Chair, Vice-Chair, and Members of the Committee:

The Maryland Department of Aging (MDOA) respectfully submits this written testimony in
strong support of Senate Bill (SB) 530 - Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational
Third Places (The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act).

MDOA'’s Aging-in-Place program currently funds three villages in Maryland. Currently these
funds may be budgeted for one-time, event costs. Typically these are events like conferences, or
other in—person, one-time gatherings. This legislation would codify an expansion of MDOA’s
current standards; that senior villages may utilize these funds for space rental and leasing costs
even if they are not associated with any events. This legislation will make clear that senior
villages may utilize these funds in the future for “multigenerational third places;” which are
defined as community spaces, other than a personal home or workplace, that supports social
connection, events, or gathering among individuals of different ages. This will give senior
villages greater flexibility in their budgets and planning, which can include renting gathering
spaces on a standing basis, not just in connection with events.

Providing additional access to gathering spaces, to promote social connection aligns with
MDOA'’s Longevity Ready MD Plan. Enhancing a culture of social connection is a broad
objective and promoting innovative opportunities to connect Marylanders across all ages through
technology, programming, and community spaces is a specific recommendation.
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The Longevity Ready Maryland Plan framework is informed by population projections showing
that Marylanders aged 60 and older will constitute roughly a quarter or more of the state’s
population by 2030, a trend that underscores the urgency of policy responses that help more
older people live lives that are healthy, socially connected and purposeful.

Senior Villages are a model MDOA has taken steps to grow in Maryland and SB 530 is another
useful step forward in that work. For these reasons, MDOA requests a favorable report for SB
530.
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COMMISSION ON AGING

March 3, 2026

Finance Committee

Chair, Senator Pamela Beidle

Vice Chair, Senator Antonio Hayes
Senate Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

SB 0530 SUPPORT
Dear Chair Beidle and Vice Chair Hayes:

On behalf of the Montgomery County Commission on Aging, we are writing in strong
support of SB0530, Aging—in—Place Programs — Grants — Multigenerational Third Places (The
Village Multigenerational Third Places Act), sponsored by Senator Shelly Hettleman.

The Montgomery County Commission on Aging was established in 1974 and is
authorized by the Older Americans Act to advise county government on the needs, interests, and
issues of older adult residents, and to advocate on their behalf at the local, state, and national
levels. We believe SB0530 represents an important and timely evolution of the Village model.
Villages demonstrate that older adults thrive when they are socially connected, supported by
neighbors, and able to remain active participants in their communities. However, many
Villages—particularly those serving diverse and lower-income communities—face persistent
barriers to accessing affordable, welcoming spaces where members can gather, build
relationships, and connect across generations.

The concept of multigenerational third places directly addresses this challenge. By
authorizing grant funding to support social connection through events and gatherings in shared
community spaces outside the home or workplace, SB0530 strengthens Villages and expands
their reach. These spaces foster inclusion, reduce social isolation, and create meaningful
opportunities for engagement across generations—an approach that is especially critical in
underserved areas where traditional Village infrastructure or dedicated meeting space may not
exist.

The bill’s flexibility to support operational and administrative costs, as well as short-term
or long-term leases, will enable aging-in-place programs and senior Villages to establish
sustainable hubs for engagement. These hubs can serve as anchors for social connection,
volunteer coordination, educational programming, and partnerships with other community

Department of Health and Human Services
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organizations. This flexibility is essential to equitable expansion of aging-in-place supports
across Maryland.

SB0530 aligns with the goal of making Maryland a longevity-ready state by
strengthening community infrastructure and supporting innovative models that reflect how
people live and connect today. Multigenerational third places are not a departure from the
Village movement; they are a natural and necessary next step in its evolution. We appreciate
Senator Hettleman’s leadership on this important issue and thank the Committee for its
continued commitment to policies that help older adults remain engaged, connected, and
supported in their communities.

For these reasons, the Montgomery County Commission on Aging urges a favorable
report on SB0530.

Sincerely,
Linda Bergofsky and Wayne Berman, Co-Chairs
Montgomery County Commission on Aging

Department of Health and Human Services

401 Hungerford Drive, 4th Floor, Rockville, Maryland, 20850 240-777-1120, FAX 240-777-1436
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/hhs
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BILL NO.: SB 530
TITLE: Aging-in-Place Programs — Grants — Multigenerational Third Places (The
Village Third Places Act)
SPONSOR: Senator Hettleman
COMMITTEE: Finance
POSITION: SUPPORT
DATE: March 4, 2026

Baltimore County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 530 — Aging-in-Place — Grants — Multigenerational
Third Places (The Village Third Places Act). This legislation responds to one of the most pressing
and often overlooked needs of older adults aging in place: meaningful social connection and
community belonging.

Maryland’s population is aging rapidly. Today, nearly 1 in 5 Marylanders is age 60 or older, and
that number is projected to grow significantly over the next decade. Baltimore County mirrors and
in some ways exceeds this trend. More than 230,000 Baltimore County residents are age 60 and
older, representing approximately one quarter of the County’s population. As this population
grows, so does the need for policies that support not only housing stability and services, but also
social engagement, mental well-being, and intergenerational connection.

Research consistently shows that social isolation and loneliness are positively associated with
increased risks of depression, cognitive decline, chronic disease, and premature mortality among
older adults. The U.S. Surgeon General has identified social isolation as a public health crisis, with
impacts comparable to smoking and obesity. For older adults, particularly those living alone, with
limited income, or with mobility challenges access to welcoming, community-based gathering
spaces can be life-changing.

Senate Bill 530 is both timely and innovative in recognizing the importance of multigenerational
third places, community spaces outside the home or workplace that foster connection across ages.
By explicitly authorizing grant funding to support social connection through events, gatherings,
and access to these spaces, the bill strengthens Maryland’s existing aging—in—place framework and
modernizes it to reflect how communities actually thrive.

In Baltimore County, Villages and other aging—in—place programs already demonstrate the power
of social connection. Our local Villages and community-based organizations regularly partner with
libraries, faith-based institutions, community centers, coffee shops, and other shared spaces to host
educational programs, support groups, creative engagement activities, and intergenerational

Legislative Office | 7 State Circle | Annapolis, Maryland
www.baltimorecountymd.gov
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events. These gatherings do not only reduce isolation for older adults, but also build stronger, more
resilient neighborhoods.

However, many of these programs face significant financial barriers, particularly related to short-
and long-term space rentals, administrative capacity, and coordination costs. SB 530 directly
addresses these challenges by allowing grant funds to be used for operational and leasing costs
associated with accessing multigenerational third places. This flexibility is critical for small and
emerging nonprofits, especially those serving diverse, underserved, and historically marginalized
communities.

We also strongly support the bill’s emphasis on alignment with area plans on aging and
consultation with area agencies on aging. This ensures that investments are data-driven, locally
responsive, and coordinated with broader state and county aging strategies including Longevity
Ready and Dementia-Friendly initiatives already underway across Maryland.

In closing, Senate Bill 530 recognizes that aging in place is not only about remaining at home, it
is about remaining connected. By investing in multigenerational third places, Maryland can
promote healthier aging, strengthen community ties, and prevent more costly health and long-term
care interventions down the road.

Accordingly, Baltimore County urges a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 530 from the Senate
Finance Committee. For more information, contact Kayenda Twesigye, State Legislative Officer
of Government Affairs at ktwesigye(@baltimorecountymd.gov.

Legislative Office | 7 State Circle | Annapolis, Maryland
www.baltimorecountymd.gov
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BILL NO.: SB 530
TITLE: Aging-in-Place Programs — Grants — Multigenerational Third Places (The
Village Third Places Act)
SPONSOR: Senator Hettleman
COMMITTEE: Finance
POSITION: SUPPORT
DATE: March 4, 2026

Baltimore County SUPPORTS Senate Bill 530 — Aging-in-Place — Grants — Multigenerational
Third Places (The Village Third Places Act). This legislation responds to one of the most pressing
and often overlooked needs of older adults aging in place: meaningful social connection and
community belonging.

Maryland’s population is aging rapidly. Today, nearly 1 in 5 Marylanders is age 60 or older, and
that number is projected to grow significantly over the next decade. Baltimore County mirrors and
in some ways exceeds this trend. More than 230,000 Baltimore County residents are age 60 and
older, representing approximately one quarter of the County’s population. As this population
grows, so does the need for policies that support not only housing stability and services, but also
social engagement, mental well-being, and intergenerational connection.

Research consistently shows that social isolation and loneliness are positively associated with
increased risks of depression, cognitive decline, chronic disease, and premature mortality among
older adults. The U.S. Surgeon General has identified social isolation as a public health crisis, with
impacts comparable to smoking and obesity. For older adults, particularly those living alone, with
limited income, or with mobility challenges access to welcoming, community-based gathering
spaces can be life-changing.

Senate Bill 530 is both timely and innovative in recognizing the importance of multigenerational
third places, community spaces outside the home or workplace that foster connection across ages.
By explicitly authorizing grant funding to support social connection through events, gatherings,
and access to these spaces, the bill strengthens Maryland’s existing aging—in—place framework and
modernizes it to reflect how communities actually thrive.

In Baltimore County, Villages and other aging—in—place programs already demonstrate the power
of social connection. Our local Villages and community-based organizations regularly partner with
libraries, faith-based institutions, community centers, coffee shops, and other shared spaces to host
educational programs, support groups, creative engagement activities, and intergenerational
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www.baltimorecountymd.gov



http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/

KATHERINE A. KLAUSMEIER &\»0“‘3 Co,, PAM KASEMEYER
County Executive 7 }\4“,‘ Director of Government Affairs
), KR\
K-, BRAD KRONER
AT Deputy Director of Government Affairs
4""!}\'1.!\"@
KAYENDA TWESIGYE
State Legislative Officer

events. These gatherings do not only reduce isolation for older adults, but also build stronger, more
resilient neighborhoods.

However, many of these programs face significant financial barriers, particularly related to short-
and long-term space rentals, administrative capacity, and coordination costs. SB 530 directly
addresses these challenges by allowing grant funds to be used for operational and leasing costs
associated with accessing multigenerational third places. This flexibility is critical for small and
emerging nonprofits, especially those serving diverse, underserved, and historically marginalized
communities.

We also strongly support the bill’s emphasis on alignment with area plans on aging and
consultation with area agencies on aging. This ensures that investments are data-driven, locally
responsive, and coordinated with broader state and county aging strategies including Longevity
Ready and Dementia-Friendly initiatives already underway across Maryland.

In closing, Senate Bill 530 recognizes that aging in place is not only about remaining at home, it
is about remaining connected. By investing in multigenerational third places, Maryland can
promote healthier aging, strengthen community ties, and prevent more costly health and long-term
care interventions down the road.

Accordingly, Baltimore County urges a FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 530 from the Senate
Finance Committee. For more information, contact Kayenda Twesigye, State Legislative Officer
of Government Affairs at ktwesigye(@baltimorecountymd.gov.

Legislative Office | 7 State Circle | Annapolis, Maryland
www.baltimorecountymd.gov
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Senate Bill 530 — FAVORABLE
Senate Finance Committee
March 9, 2026

Chair and Members of the Committee:

On behalf of the Washington Area Villages Exchange (WAVE), we welcome the opportunity to submit
testimony in strong SUPPORT of Senate Bill 530, the Village Multigenerational Third Places Act. Villages
are vital contributors to the well-being of older adults and their communities. The Village movement has
long recognized fostering meaningful social connection and community belonging as key to aging well and
building healthy, vibrant, resilient communities for life. The proposed plan both adds capacity to Villages
and builds on the Longevity Ready Maryland plan.

WAVE is a regional network connecting 80 Villages across Maryland, Virginia, Washington, DC, and West
Virginia and is part of the national Village movement encompassing 280 Villages. Maryland alone is home
to 43 Villages with more than 6,000 members and volunteers—a number that continues to grow. WAVE
fosters collaboration to maximize the growth, impact, and sustainability of both individual Villages and
the broader Village movement. WAVE provides education, mentorship, and advocacy, and convenes a
major annual conference to strengthen the network.

Over WAVE’s 13 years of supporting Villages throughout Maryland and the Metro DC area, we have
witnessed how multigenerational third places are essential for helping older adults remain socially
connected. Many Villages also depend on these spaces for day-to-day administrative needs. Villages are
grassroots nonprofit organizations that operate and offer programming within their communities, and the
reality is that affordable gathering and operating spaces in many communities are scarce.

Spaces within local churches, community centers, libraries, fraternal service organizations, coffee shops,
and other shared spaces are key community resources for Villages and often, understandably, carry a cost.
For most Villages, operations and programming, including games, book clubs, community suppers, estate
planning, memoirs, exercise, memory and caregiver support, tech assistance, and cross-generational



www.wavevillages.org

washingtonareavillages@gmail.com

events can only happen through the use of multigenerational third places and the funds to support their
use. For emerging Villages and those serving financially burdened and historically marginalized
communities, funding support for access to multigenerational third places is even more essential.

How Villages Support Quality of Aging

e Aging Well in Community: Sometimes referred to as “aging-in-place,” the focus is on enabling
older adults to continue to live in their homes (whether house/condo/ apartment) and connected
to their communities, reducing the need for assisted living.

e Reduced Isolation & Loneliness: Fosters social connections through events and volunteer
opportunities, directly improving mental and physical health.

e Support Services: Provides trained and vetted volunteer help with daily tasks (e.g., transportation
to appointments, light home maintenance, errands).

o Cost-Effective & Accessible: Offers a more affordable alternative to traditional senior care, with
many villages offering sliding-scale fees to support diverse income levels.

e Community & Purpose: Strengthens local neighborhoods by connecting neighbors-helping-
neighbors, fostering a sense of purpose for both members and volunteers.

e Resource Coordination: Connects members with trusted, vetted, local, professional service
providers.

WAVE regards continuing investment in the growth and organizational development of Villages in
Maryland as critical to the success of Maryland’s Longevity Ready Maryland plan. Senate Bill 530,
recognizes that, by investing in Village access to multigenerational third places, Maryland can promote
healthier aging, strengthen communities, and prevent more costly health and long-term care
interventions for Marylanders.

For these reasons, we, on behalf of the Washington Area Villages Exchange (WAVE), respectfully urge a
FAVORABLE report on Senate Bill 530. WAVE welcomes future opportunities to partner in creating a
healthy future for Maryland’s older adults and vibrant, resilient communities for life.

PLEASE NOTE: WAVE President, Laila Riazi, will provide oral testimony in SUPPORT of SB 530 before the
Maryland Senate Finance Committee on Wednesday, March 11, 2026.

Laila Riazi Jim Sanders Arkia Wade

President Vice President Vice President
202-258-6167 (mobile)
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Rural Maryland Council Website: www.rural.maryland.gov

Susan O’Neill, Chair Charlotte Davis, Executive Director

Testimony in Support of
Senate Bill 530 - Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places (The Village
Multigenerational Third Places Act)
Finance Committee
March 11, 2026

The Rural Maryland Council supports Senate Bill 530 - Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants -
Multigenerational Third Places (The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act). Senate Bill 530
authorizes the Maryland Department of Aging to provide grants to nonprofit organizations and Area
Agencies on Aging to strengthen aging-in-place programs and support social engagement through
multigenerational third places. By expanding allowable uses of existing grant authority, the bill enables
community-based organizations to create or enhance welcoming spaces where residents of all ages can
gather, connect, and support one another. This legislation provides a thoughtful framework for
strengthening community ties while helping older adults remain in their homes and neighborhoods.

Promoting aging in place requires more than housing and health support, it also requires meaningful
social connection. Research consistently shows that prolonged isolation among older adults is associated
with poorer physical health, increased rates of depression and anxiety, cognitive decline, and higher
health care costs. By supporting opportunities for intergenerational interaction and community
participation, SB 530 addresses these challenges proactively. Investing in social infrastructure today can
reduce more intensive and costly interventions in the future.

This proposal is particularly meaningful for rural communities across Maryland. Geographic distance,
limited transportation options, and fewer centralized gathering spaces can intensify isolation for older
residents. Rural communities often rely on trusted local institutions, such as senior centers, libraries,
faith-based organizations, and small nonprofits, to serve as hubs of connection. However, these
organizations frequently operate with constrained budgets and limited staff capacity. Grant support
through the Maryland General Assembly’s authorization would help sustain and expand the kinds of
multigenerational gathering spaces that are essential in rural areas.

Senate Bill 530 takes a practical and community-driven approach. By encouraging collaboration across
generations and strengthening neighborhood-based support, the bill reinforces Maryland’s commitment
to helping residents age with dignity, independence, and connection.

For these reasons, the Rural Maryland Council respectfully requests your favorable support of Senate
Bill 530

“A Collective Voice for Rural Maryland”
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Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places (Village
Multigenerational Third Places Act)
Position: Favorable
March 11, 2026

Madam Chair, Mr. Vice Chair and Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

| write today on behalf of CHAI to urge a favorable report on SB530, the Village
Multigenerational Third Places Act. CHAl is a community-based nonprofit agency
located in northwest Baltimore City and County. Over four decades of service, we
have developed over 1,700 units of affordable housing primarily serving adults 62+.
We also provide community-based housing services and programs that promote
social connection and engagement among our older neighbors. CHAl is an active
member of both the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition, which advocates for
resources for affordable housing rental development, and LeadingAge Maryland,
which unites nonprofit providers of aging services, including affordable housing
communities and providers of housing with services.

CHAI's service area of northwest Baltimore has a large concentration of older adults.
While the 2024 AARP Home and Community Preferences Survey revealed that 75%
of adults age 50 and older wish to remain in their homes as they age, we know that
living alone increases the risk of isolation compounded by natural transitions that
occur in older adulthood such as retirement, reduced mobility, and loss or
relocation of loved ones. Research shows that maintaining and building social
connections is crucial for healthy aging. Engaging in social activities provides
companionship, promotes an active lifestyle, and offers a sense of purpose— all of
which contributes to overall wellbeing and protects older adults against serious
health risks such as heart disease, stroke, anxiety, depression, and dementia.

In light of our understanding the benefits of social connection among older adults,
CHAI launched Northwest Neighbors Connecting (NNC) in 2013. Since then, NNC
has operated as a “village”"—a member-driven, grassroots network that coordinates
volunteer help, social engagement, and connection to services so older residents
can remain in their homes with the support of a strong community that helps them
navigate various needs as they age. This is a cost-effective way to help older adults
maintain independence, living with meaning and purpose in the homes and
communities they love. NNC offers a wide variety of activities members can
participate in based on their interests that range from fitness and health to arts,
crafts, and culture. Regular groups and classes include Yoga, Cardio Drumming,
Happy Aging, Happiness Group, Art Class, Calligraphy, Needlers, Book Club, and
Diversity Dialogue.

CHALl s an agency of The Associated

21215 + 410-500-5300 « Fax: 410-466-1996 chaibaltimore.org
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NNC is fortunate to be a part of CHAI, which also operates the Myerberg Center, a
vibrant community hub for adults 55+ that promotes wellness, lifelong learning and
connection. Many NNC activities take place at the Myerberg, which offers not only
space conducive to gatherings, but also partnership in co-creating new programs
that blend the content and expertise of the Myerberg Center with the creativity and
life experience of the NNC members. This collaboration is a perfect example of the
vision advanced by the bill, where connected groups of older adults gather in third
places to support one another in healthy aging in the community.

Maryland’s population is aging rapidly, and the state must develop smart strategies
to support older Marylanders in achieving a longer span of healthy years.
Community-based social networks that enable older Marylanders to support one
another is one such smart strategy that also aligns with the desires of our older
neighbors to remain in their homes and an active participant in their neighborhoods
and surrounding communities. The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act
would support this vision, and CHAI urges a favorable report.

Respectfully submitted:
Lisa K. Budlow
Chief Executive Officer

CHALI: Comprehensive Housing Assistance, Inc. 5809 Park Heights Avenue ¢ Baltimore, Maryland CHAlis an agency of The Associated
21215 + 410-500-5300 « Fax: 410-466-1996 chaibaltimore.org e .
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SB0530
The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act
Finance Committee
March 11, 2026
Favorable

Catholic Charities of Baltimore supports Senate Bill 0530, which authorizes the Department of
Aging to award grants to nonprofit organizations and area agencies on aging to support social
connection for individuals participating in aging-in-place programs through events and gatherings held
at multigenerational third places- community spaces that foster social connection, events, and
gatherings among people of different ages.

In the next few months, Catholic Charities will complete construction on the Carolyn E. Fugett
Intergenerational Center in West Baltimore. This transformative project will provide early childhood
education, workforce development, youth recreation, and behavioral health and wellness services in a
shared, multigenerational setting. By creating opportunities for meaningful engagement across
generations, the Center will help reduce isolation, improve overall well-being, and strengthen
community stability. It exemplifies the type of multigenerational “third place” envisioned by this bill.

The need for increased access to intergenerational centers and social connection opportunities for
older adults has never been more urgent. Social isolation and depression among older adults have
become significant public health concerns. Millions of Americans over age 65 experience loneliness,
depression, or limited social interaction. According to AARP, 41% of Americans in their sixties report
feeling lonely, a substantial increase over the past decade’. Nearly one in four adults age 65 and older
report not having enough close friends, and 38% say it has become more difficult to form new
friendships as they age. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found that loneliness and
lack of social and emotional support are strongly associated with increased risks of depression and
stress?. Furthermore, research shows that social isolation is linked to serious health consequences,
including heart disease, cognitive decline, and premature death. Beyond the human toll, social isolation
also contributes to increased healthcare utilization and higher long-term costs.

Intergenerational programming offers a proven and effective solution to address these challenges.
Programs that bring older adults and younger generations together improve emotional well-being,
reduce loneliness, and support both mental and physical health. Meaningful social engagement helps
older adults maintain independence, supports cognitive functioning, and fosters a renewed sense of
purpose and belonging. These programs also benefit younger participants by providing mentorship,
emotional support, and opportunities to develop stronger community ties. Multigenerational third places
create environments where these connections can occur regularly and organically, strengthening
individuals, families, and communities alike.

Senate Bill 0530 represents an important investment in the health, independence, and well-being of
Maryland’s aging population. For these reasons, Catholic Charities of Baltimore respectfully urges
the Health Committee to issue a favorable report on Senate Bill 0530.

Submitted By: Madelin Martinez on behalf of Meti T. Negassa, Catholic Charities Advocacy Fellow

1 AARP Research, Disconnected: The Escalating Challenge of Loneliness Among Adults 45-Plus (Washington, DC: AARP,
December 2025), https://doi.org/10.26419/res.00983.001

2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Loneliness, Lack of Social and Emotional Support, and Mental Health Issues
— United States, 2022,” MMWR 73, no. 24 (2024), https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7324al.htm
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Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places (The Village
Multigenerational Third Places Act)

TO: Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and members of the Finance Committee
FROM: Richard Keith Kaplowitz

My name is Richard Keith Kaplowitz. I am a resident of District 3, Frederick County. I am
submitting this testimony in support of SB#0530, Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants -
Multigenerational Third Places (The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act)

The Vista Prairie Organization has explained The Power of Community: Why Social Connection
Matters for Seniors !

Conversations about healthy aging often focus on diet and exercise. However, there’s a
vital, sometimes overlooked component that is just as critical to well-being: social
connection. For seniors and their adult children, understanding the power of community is
key to ensuring a high quality of life in later years.

Seniors who are socially isolated face higher risks of chronic illness, depression,
cognitive decline, and even premature death. Social isolation is a serious public health
issue, with some studies showing that loneliness and isolation can be as harmful as
smoking or obesity. According to the 2023 US Surgeon General’s report, social
disconnection shortens lives by about as much as smoking 15 cigarettes a day.

The negative impacts of social isolation ripple across mental and physical health.

My Jewish faith teaches us that the Torah commands us to respect all elderly, regardless of their
scholarship and piety, because the many trials and experiences that each additional year of life
brings yield a wisdom which the most accomplished young prodigy cannot equal. It

describes Abraham as one who "grew old and came along in days" (Genesis 24.1)--his
accumulated days, each replete with learning and achievement, meant that with each passing day
his worth increased. Thus, a ripe old age is regarded as one of the greatest blessings to be
bestowed upon man. ° Maryland is blessed by many nonprofit organizations and agencies which
support our senior population.

This bill will authorize the Department of Aging to make grants to nonprofit organizations and
area agencies on aging to support social connection for individuals in aging-in-place programs
through events or gatherings at multigenerational third places.

I respectfully urge this committee to return a favorable report on SB#0530.

L https://vistaprairie.org/blog/the-power-of-community-why-social-connection-matters-for-seniors/
2 https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1168/jewish/Growing-Old.htm


https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-social-connection-advisory.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/surgeon-general-social-connection-advisory.pdf
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8219/jewish/Chapter-24.htm#v1
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SB 530 Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places
(The Village Multigenerational Third Places Act)
Senate Finance Committee
March 11, 2026
FAVORABLE

Good afternoon, Chair Beidle, Vice Chair Hayes, and members of the committee. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify in support of SB 530. My name is Sara Westrick, Advocacy Director
for AARP Maryland, one of the largest membership-based organizations in the state, with
approximately 850,000 members. We bring the voices of older Marylanders and their families to
the policymaking table. We thank Senator Hettleman for introducing this legislation.

Older adults thrive when they can remain in their homes and communities with dignity, stability,
and social support, and AARP Maryland regularly hears from our members that this is their
preferred pathway for aging for as long as possible. SB 530 strengthens the commitment to this
practice by expanding the allowable uses of the aging-in-place grant program to include
multigenerational third places, or community spaces where meaningful interaction occurs.

These spaces play a vital role in reducing social isolation, which is one of the most significant
risk factors for declining health among older adults. By supporting community gathering places,
whether at libraries, senior centers, parks, cafés, and other accessible venues, SB 530 gives
seniors more opportunities to connect, build relationships, and stay engaged.

Codifying Current Department of Aging Practice

It is also important to note that SB 530 codifies work that the Maryland Department of Aging is
already doing. The Department has supported senior villages and aging-in-place initiatives in
ways that naturally integrate third-place programming and community-based social supports.
This bill simply formalizes those practices in statute, providing clear guidance and greater
consistency for nonprofit partners and area agencies on aging. This clarity will strengthen the
effectiveness of a program that community organizations already rely on.

Strengthening Senior Villages

Maryland’s senior villages are a cornerstone of the State’s aging-in-place infrastructure. Many
rely on community spaces to host programs, run volunteer operations, and build personal
connections that help older adults remain independent. Yet the operational and rental costs
associated with these spaces can be a barrier for small, volunteer-driven villages.



SB 530 directly addresses this challenge by allowing grant funds to cover operational and
administrative costs, short- or long-term leases or rental agreements to access third places, and
events and gatherings that foster connection among older residents. This flexibility ensures
villages can meet local needs without straining limited budgets.

SB 530 makes these improvements without increasing the required State appropriation. It
maintains the existing minimum funding level of $100,000 per year and keeps the requirement
that at least 20 percent of funds support senior villages.

Conclusion

Aging in place requires more than services; it requires community. SB 530 recognizes that social
connection is essential to health, independence, and quality of life for older Marylanders. By
supporting multigenerational third places and codifying practices already underway at the
Department of Aging, this bill strengthens the State’s commitment to help seniors remain
connected and supported.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge a favorable report on SB 530.

If you have any questions, please contact Sara Westrick at swestrick@aarp.org or by calling 410-
310-0374.
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TESTIMONY OF SENATOR SHELLY HETTLEMAN
SB530- Aging-in-Place Programs - Grants - Multigenerational Third Places
(Village Multigenerational Third Places Act)

Across Maryland, many older adults want the ability to remain in their homes and
communities. Aging in place allows individuals to maintain independence and age in the
comfort of their own home. Yet, aging in place can sometimes bring challenges. These
adults may experience loneliness and isolation that negatively affects their mental and
physical health. Social integration is a crucial part of aging in place, but a lot of these
communities lack accessible space for older adults to connect.

SB530 addresses this issue by strengthening opportunities for social connection within
existing aging in place programs. Specifically, this bill allows the Department of Aging to
make grants to nonprofit organizations and area agencies on aging to support social
connections through events or gatherings at multigenerational third places.
Multigenerational third places are defined as community spaces that support social
connection, events, or gatherings among individuals of different ages. Think of a place
where neighbors can gather to play a card game, watch a sporting event, or engage in
any other activity without the logistical hassle of securing space every time members
want to get together.

A village is a community-based, volunteer, and membership-driven organization that
helps older adults age in place -- safely, independently, and comfortably in their own
homes and communities. The village model offers social engagement, personal
enrichment, transportation, and personal care for older adults through peer-to-peer
support between neighbors and the older adults they support.

SB530 does not create a new mandate or program; rather, it builds on Maryland's
existing aging-in-place grant program by allowing long and short-term rental or lease
costs for third places to be eligible for Aging in Place grants. SB530 is a meaningful step
in ensuring older adults in Maryland can age in place with proper support and social
connections.

Thank you for considering this bill. I respectfully urge a favorable report on SB530.



