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STEPHEN §. HERSHEY, JR. JOHNNY MAUTZ

CHAIR

The Senate of Maryland

AnnAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401
CAROLINE COUNTY DELEGATION

March 9, 2026

The Honorable Pamela Beidle
Miller Senate Office Building
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Senate Bill 974 - Caroline County - Alcoholic Beverages — Inspector

Chairwoman and Members of the Committee,

Senate Bill 974 is unanimously supported by the Caroline County Delegation. | thank you
for the Committee’s consideration of this bill and request a favorable report.

Sz:;rjohnny Mautz

ershey, Jr.

Senator Stephen

The Senate of Maryland * James Senate Office Building ' 1x Bladen Street, Room 423 - Annapolis, Maryland 21401
410-841-3639 - 800-492-7122 Ext. 3639
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C A R O L I N E C O UN T Y James TRaws BREEDING, PRESIDENT

Larry C. PORTER, VICE PRESIDENT
MorRmaM FRANKLIN BARTZ, NI, COMMISSIONER
Rt 109 Market Sireet, Room 123
JONERS OFFICE Denton, Mardand 21629

QAROLINE COUNTY COMMIY

Senate Bill 974

Caroline County — Alcoholic Beverages — Inspector

Position: FAV Date: March 13, 2026 To: Rules

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

The Caroline County Commissioners respectfully request a favorable report on Senate Bill 974.
This legislation was introduced at the request of Caroline County to provide needed flexibility in
how our local Alcoholic Beverages Inspector position is designated.

Currently, state law requires the County Codes Administrator to serve as the inspector for the
Caroline County Board of License Commissioners. While the Codes Administrator has
historically fulfilled this role, the responsibilities of that position have grown significantly over
time as the county continues to expand its regulatory and permitting functions. Senate Bill 974
simply allows the Board of License Commissioners to either continue using the Codes
Administrator or appoint another qualified individual to carry out these duties.

This change does not alter the authority of the Board or the enforcement of alcoholic beverage
laws in Caroline County. Instead, it provides a practical administrative option that allows the
county to ensure inspections and enforcement activities are handled efficiently and effectively.
The Board would still define the inspector’s responsibilities, and the position would continue to
be funded through the county budget.

As a small rural county, flexibility in staffing is important for us to manage resources responsibly
while maintaining strong oversight of alcohol licensing and compliance. Senate Bill 974 allows
us to adapt as workloads change and ensures the Board of License Commissioners has the
support needed to carry out its responsibilities.

For these reasons, the Caroline County Commissioners respectfully request a favorable report on
Senate Bill 974.

Sincerely,
o/ni

! Travis Breeding, Pre

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COMMISSIOMERS
Kathzlzen Freeman, County Administrator | Daniel Fox, Deputy Administratar | B Stewart Baroll, County Aftormey
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