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My perspective comes from two connected experiences: conducting animal-based research
focused on circadian rhythms at Washington University in St. Louis as a high schooler and being
introduced to bioethics through Missouri public education. In the lab, I saw firsthand how
requirements such as humane endpoints shape how experiments are carried out. Years earlier, as
a Missouri public high school student, reading The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks had already
introduced me to the ethical dimensions of scientific research, giving my laboratory training
useful context.

Impact on Life Sciences Research and Education

I believe one of the most significant long-term impacts of the Henrietta Lacks Commission is
educational, as introducing students to the ethical history of biomedical research early in their
academic careers helps develop ethical intuition before technical expertise. In my own
experience, learning about Henrietta Lacks in a high school English course made later formal
ethics training in research settings more meaningful.

Public Trust and Research Participation

Ethics education also plays a critical role in public trust. Openly acknowledging historical abuses
in biomedical research signals institutional accountability, and that honesty matters for
community trust and research participation, particularly in biomedical studies that rely on
voluntary participation.

Conclusion

The long-term impact of establishing a Henrietta Lacks Commission is generational. By
prioritizing education alongside oversight, the Commission can strengthen life sciences research
and public trust. My own trajectory reflects the value of early bioethics education, and HB0166
provides a structured way to institutionalize this benefit for future generations.

For these reasons, I urge a favorable report on HB0166.
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