REPRESENT |2

Parity for Women in Politics

February 16, 2026

Government, Labor, and Elections Committee
Maryland House of Delegates

145 Lowe House Office Building

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

House Bill 580 - Montgomery County - Voting Methods MC 1-26 - FAV
Dear Government, Labor, and Elections Committee Members:

On behalf of RepresentWomen, we urge your support for HB 580, Montgomery County - Voting
Methods MC 1-26. We believe the time is right to allow Montgomery County to move forward with
using new voting methods. Give county residents and leaders the power to choose what works best
for them.

HB 580 is an enabling bill. It allows the county to take the next steps at the local level to explore a
voting method that addresses issues that have happened repeatedly in county elections over the last
decade.

Why HB 580 Matters
e Since 2014, every Democratic Primary County Executive race has been won with less than a
majority of the vote.
o In 2022, 4 out of 7 Primary winners in district races won with less than a majority.

We may see split votes and non-maijority winners in the upcoming 2026 primaries because of
competitive races for county council and county executive. Voters want to turn down the temperature
on negative politics and empower voters to have a stronger voice to elect and hold leaders
accountable.

Give Montgomery County the ability to choose the best solution for their community.

We Have Strong Support
e The Montgomery County House Delegation voted unanimously in favor of HB 580 / MC 1-26.
e The bill is supported widely by county leaders, city leaders, community organizations, and
residents.

No Impact on Current Elections
e HB 580 is enabling legislation. It does not mandate the use of a new voting method.
e HB 580 would go into effect in January 2027.
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The benefits of ranked choice voting are proven and clear at the local and state level. We
support ranked choice voting and we hope we can have productive discussion at the local level to
move the best reform forward for the county. RepresentWomen tracks electoral outcomes for women
in jurisdictions with ranked choice voting, and ranked choice voting is a proven strategy that
enables more women to seek and win elected office. Women hold 52% of seats in
jurisdictions with ranked choice voting — almost twice the norm in places without RCV.

In both theory and practice, RCV eliminates the barriers women face in plurality, or winner-take-all
elections, creating more opportunities for women to run successfully. Our research finds that
women have better opportunities to run in and win RCV elections because RCV eliminates the
issue of multiple women candidates splitting the vote. RCV elections also provide an incentive for
candidates to find common ground, as they seek “rank-me-second” votes from their opponents’
supporters, which in turn can lead to more civil campaigns. We also find that when voters can
express their true preferences rather than vote strategically, more women win.

Here are a few of our resources that may be of interest:

e a memo on ranked choice voting & women's representation
e a dashboard on ranked choice voting and women'’s representation stats
e a toolkit with additional RCV and representation materials

Montgomery County has embraced innovation and led the way on other democracy reforms.
Let's give Montgomery County the power to strengthen their elections!

We urge the Government, Labor, and Elections Committee to give HB 580 full consideration
and a favorable report.

Sincerely,

Katie Usalis

RepresentWomen
8484 Georgia Ave, Suite 240, Silver Spring, MD 20910


http://representwomen.org
https://www.representwomen.org/rcv_day_memo_jan_2023
https://www.representwomen.org/ranked_choice_voting_dashboard
https://representwomen.app.box.com/file/1295066327543?s=fwo1s8lqy3dtu63j333zec29swmvaewn

