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Key Takeaways

The U.S. Supreme Court has held that laws prohibiting false statements can violate the First Amendment, and
courts have found false campaign statement prohibitions unconstitutional in three states.

Nine states offer pledges candidates may sign promising to conduct their campaigns in a fair and honest manner.

Thirty states, American Samoa and Guam have laws prohibiting false campaign statements. These prohibitions
may include false statements about candidates, the time and place of elections and more.

Fair campaign practice laws regulate false statements intended to sway an election. Thirty-four states, American Samoa and
Guam have laws addressing such statements. Depending on the state, these prohibitions may apply to statements about
candidates, ballot measures or the time, place and manner of elections. This table does not reflect laws that broadly prohibit
voter intimidation or interference with a voter’s right to cast a ballot, though some states may interpret those laws to prohibit
some false statements.

Court Cases: The Right to Free Speech and Regulating False Statements

State laws restricting campaign speech, even if that speech is false, may face constitutional challenges. The First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution protects the freedom of speech, and courts have found that some fair campaign practice laws infringe on
this right. In a 2012 case, U.S. v. Alvarez, the U.S. Supreme Court held that laws that restrict speech purely because the speech
is false may be unconstitutional. In that case, a man falsely claimed he received a Congressional Medal of Honor. The federal
Stolen Valor Act prohibited his lies, but the Supreme Court found that the Act impermissibly infringed on the freedom of
speech. The Stolen Valor Act has since been amended, but the court's reasoning in U.S. v. Alvarez laid much of the groundwork
for other cases focused on the intersection of lies and the First Amendment.

The following court cases have struck down state fair campaign practice laws. These laws are not included in the table below.

* Ina 2014 case, Susan B. Anthony List v. Dreihaus, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit found that Ohio's prohibitions
on false statements in campaigns violated the First Amendment. Ohio's law, located at Ohio Rev. Code § 3517.21, made it a
misdemeanor to knowingly or recklessly make false statements about a candidate. The law also prohibited lies about
incumbency, endorsement and misrepresentation of identity. In light of this case, the Ohio Elections Commission is prohibited
from enforcing that law and has also ceased enforcing similar provisions for ballot measures, located at Ohio Rev. Code §
3517.22.

* Ina 2015 case titled Commonwealth v. Lucas, the Massachusetts Supreme Court held that Massachusetts's law prohibiting
false statements about candidates and ballot measures was unconstitutional. The statute is located at Mass. Gen. Laws Ann.
ch. S6, § 42,

¢ InCare Committee v. Arneson, another 2014 case, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit found that Minnesota's fair
campaign practices law was unconstitutional. The statute prohibited false statements about candidates or ballot measures. It
is located at Minn. Stat. § 211B.06. Minnesota’s prohibitions on lying about incumbency and endorsements were not
addressed in that case and remain on the books.

* InRickertv. State in 2007, the Washington Supreme Court held that Washington's prohibition on making false statements of
material fact about candidates violated the First Amendment. The statute's prohibitions on false statements about incumbency
and endorsements remain good law.
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Fair Campaign Practice Pledges

Candidates in nine states may sugn_g ‘pledge promising to conduct their campaigns in a fair and honest manner. These pledges
are optional in every state except Arkansés A candidate who signs a pledge can use that information in their campaign
materials.

*  Arkansas (Ark. Stat, Ann. 8 7-6-102)

* California (Cal. Election Code § 20440)

* llinois (Ill. Rev. Stat. ch, 10, § 5/298-10)

*  Maine (Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit.

*  Montana (Mont. Code Ann. § 13

*  Nevada (Nev. Rev. Stat. § 294/
*  Texas (Tex. Election Code A 58.001 et seq.)
*  Utah (Utah Code Ann. § 20A-9-206)

*  West Virginia (W. Va, Code § 3-1B-1 et seq.)

Prohibitions on False Statements

The table below indicates what types of false statements, if any, are prohibited by state law. Definitions of these statements,
punishments for violating the law and other details of these prohibitions vary by state. The prohibitions reflected in the table
below apply to false statements about:

* Candidates: State law prohibits making false statements about other candidates. This can include statements about their
personal lives, their voting histary and more.

* Incumbency: State law prohibits stating or indicating that a candidate is an incumbent if they are not actually an incumbent.
This may include prohibitions on using language like “re-elect” on campaign materials for candidates who are not incumbents.

* Endorsements: State law prohibits stating or indicating a candidate is endorsed by someone who has not endorsed them.
This may include endorsements from organizations, political parties and more.

° Voter Information: State law prohibits misleading voters. This may include disseminating false information about the time,
place and manner of elections or telling a voter that filling out their ballot in a particular way will have the effect of voting for
one candidate when it will actually have the effect of voting for another. This category does not include statutes that broadly
prohibit intimidation of or interference with voters.

* Veteran Status: State law prohibits making false statements about whether a candidate is a veteran.

®  Misrepresentation of Identity: State law prohibits pretending to be someone else. This may include issuing advertisements
or mailers that appear to come from a different sender than they actually do or sending employees or volunteers into another
candidate’s campaign under the guise of working for that candidate when they actually work for someone else.

Courts have found false statement prohibitions unconstitutional in four states. Those provisions are not reflected in the table.

Prohibitions on False Statements While Campaigning

State Candidates Incumbency Endorsements Voter Veteran | Misrepresentation
Information Status of Identity
Alabama X

Ala. Code § 17-5- |
16 |
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Alaska X
Alaska Stat. §
15.13.095

American X
Samoa

Am. Samoa Code
Ann. § 6.1203

Arizona

Ariz, Rev. Stat.
Ann.§ 19-119

Arkansas

No statute
found.

California X X X X

Cal. Election
Code §8§ 18350,
18351, 18573,
20007

Colorado X

Colo. Rev. Stat. §
1-13-109

Connecticut

No statute
found.

Delaware

No statute
found.

District of
Columbia

No statute
found.

Florida X X X X
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Fla. Stat. §§
104.271,
104.2715,
106.143

Fair Campaign Practice Laws

Georgia

No statute
found.

Guam

Guam Code Ann.

§8214

Hawaii

Hawaii Rev. Stat.

§§ 19-3, 11-391

Idaho

No statute
found.

lllinois

No statute
found.

Indiana

Ind. Code § 3-9-
3-5

lowa

lowa Code §
68A.506

Kansas

No statute
found.

Kentucky

No statute
found.

Louisiana

La. Rev. Stat.
Ann. § 18:1463
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Maine

No statute
found.

Maryland

No statute
found.

Massachusetts X X

Mass. Gen. Laws
Ann. ch. 56, §8§
41A,43A

Michigan X X

Mich. Comp.
Laws §8 168.944,
168.931

Minnesota X X
Minn. Stat.

Ann §8 211B.02,
211B.03,
211B.06

Mississippi X

Miss. Code Ann.
§ 23-15-875

Missouri

No statute
found.

Montana X X X

Mont. Code Ann.
§§ 13-35-235, 13-
37-131

Nebraska

No statute
found.

Nevada
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No statute
found.

Fair Campaign Practice Laws

New
Hampshire

N.H. Rev. Stat.
Ann. 8§ 666:6

New Jersey

N.J. Rev. Stat. §
19:34-66

New Mexico

N.M. Stat. Ann. §
1-20-9

New York

No statute
found.

North Carolina

N.C. Gen. Stat. §
163-274

North Dakota

N.D. Cent, Code §
16.1-10-04

Ohio

Statute held
unconstitutional.

Oklahoma

Okla. Stat. tit. 26,
§16-109

Oregon

Or. Rev. Stat. §8
260.532,
260.550

Pennsylvania
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No statute
found.

Puerto Rico

No statute
found.

Rhode Island X

R.l. Gen. Laws §
17-19-46

South Carolina

No statute
found.

South Dakota

No statute
found.

Tennessee X X X

Tenn. Code Ann.
8§ 2-19-116, 2-
19-133, 2-19-142

Texas X X

Tex. Election
Code Ann. §8
255.004,
255.006

Utah X X

Utah Code Ann.
8§ 20A-11-901,
20A-11-1103

Vermont

No statute
found.

Virginia X

Va. Code § 24.2-
1005.1

Washington X X
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Wash. Rev. Code

§42.17A.335

West Virginia X
W. Va. Code § 3-

8-11

Wisconsin X

Wis. Stat. § 12.05

Wyoming

No statute
found.

Related Resources

Updated February 20, 2026
2026 Candidate Filing Deadlines

For candidates to appear on the 2026 primary election ballot in their state, they must file paperwork with the appropriate entity
by a specific deadline.

Elections

Table

Updated February 19, 2026
9 Things to Know About the Proposed SAVE America Act

The proposed Safeguard American Voter Eligibility (SAVE) Act would would require voter registration applicants to provide
documentary proof of U.S. citizenship and impose strict photo ID rules to vote in federal elections.

Elections, State-Federal

State Legislatures News

Updated February 19, 2026
Feds Show New Level of Interest in Voter List Data

Since May 2025, the Justice Department has requested that nearly every state and Washington, D.C., turn over unredacted
voter rolls, including personally identifiable information such as partial Social Security numbers.

Elections

State Legislatures News
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states that require an oath of truthfulness to run for office

O While every state requires an oath of office upon being sworn in, "oaths of
truthfulness" to actually run for office are typically categorized as Fair
Campaign Practice Pledges. These are usually voluntary, though one state
makes them mandatory for certain candidates. ¢

Mandatory Truthfulness Pledges

..................

practice pledge" is mandatory for
candidates. @ National Conference of State Legislatures

Voluntary Truthfulness Pledges

The following states allow candidates to sign an optional pledge promising to

conduct their campaigns in a fair and honest
manner: € National Conference of State Legisiatures

California
* lllinois
¢ Maine
* Montana

» Nevada

Ask anything

+ \

https://www.google.com/search?q=states+that+require+an+oath+of+truthfulness+to+run+for+office&gs_lerp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCAgAEEUY Jxg7MgglAB. .. 1/3



