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The Maryland Chapter of the Sierra Club strongly supports HB167 Gasoline-Powered Leaf
Blowers — Purchase and Use — Prohibitions (Clean Air Quiet Communities Act), which requires
the State to phase out gas-powered leaf blower usage on State property by January 1, 2031. This
transition ensures our State parks, universities, and public spaces are quieter and healthier while
providing long-term operating savings to the State and supporting healthier workers. Crucially,
this bill focuses on State-led leadership and does not prohibit use on private property.

Gas-powered leaf blowers inflict significant harm on operators and the public alike. It has
become increasingly difficult for Marylanders to escape this localized noise and air pollution in
our homes, workplaces, and schools. The resulting air and noise pollution causes known physical
and mental harm and our residents are actively seeking relief, as evidenced by numerous local
ordinances covering over a quarter of Marylanders.

HB167 is a small step toward advancing the adoption of electric leaf blowers. It would only
affect activity on State property and it does not affect use on private or municipal land. The bill
is expected to ultimately create budget savings — as electric leaf blowers have lower operational
costs than gas-powered models and reduce harm to workers. The bill provides does not require
immediate adoption of electric models, and gas-powered leaf blowers would be replaced with
electric models only as they wear out. Therefore, this would be a natural, phased-in transition.

Gas-powered Leaf Blowers Produce a Stunning Amount of Harmful Air Pollution
Gas-powered leaf blowers produce unsafe levels of air pollution, containing a toxic mixture of
carcinogens and particulate matter (PM2.5, PM10) linked to various chronic diseases (e.g.,
asthma, COPD), impaired immunity, cancers, male infertility, and prenatal developmental harm.!
Gas leaf blower engines emit up to 23 times as much carbon monoxide as a Ford F-150
Raptor pickup truck.” Workers breathe in these fumes, released inches from their face, for
hours.

Using a gas-powered leaf blower for just one hour produces smog-forming air pollution
equivalent to driving a Toyota Camry 1,100 miles.? Or, stated alternatively, using a gas leaf
blower for just 12 1/2 hours produces as much air pollution as the average Marylander driving a

car for a year (13,500 miles).

One Hour of Use Driving 1,100 Miles

Founded in 1892, the Sierra Club is America’s oldest and largest grassroots environmental
organization. The Maryland Chapter has over 70,000 members and supporters, and the
Sierra Club nationwide has over 800,000 members and nearly four million supporters.



Collectively, gas-powered lawn and garden equipment in Maryland produces air pollution
equivalent to 6.4 million cars,* more than the approximately five million cars and light-duty
vehicles actually registered in the state. This exacerbates Maryland’s moderate to serious
nonattainment of mandatory federal air quality standards, impacting 82% of residents.’

In addition to the direct cost to worker health, air pollution affects everyone. Asthma is a serious
chronic respiratory disease with no known cure, frequently triggered by air pollution, that affects
over 10% of Maryland adults and nearly 7% of children. In a 2022 Maryland government study,
asthma in the state resulted in nearly 24 thousand visits annually to hospital emergency
departments and hospitalizations costing roughly $70 million, and thousands of hours of lost
school and work days.® These events, which result in lost productivity and higher healthcare
costs, have a considerable economic drain on residents, companies, and our government.

Noise Pollution: A Serious Health Problem

Gas-powered leaf blowers are not merely a nuisance; they are a public health hazard. Typically
generating 90 to 112 decibels, these devices operate well above the threshold for permanent
hearing damage. While the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention warns that hearing loss
can begin at 85 decibels, a gas leaf blower can exceed NIOSH (National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health) safety standards for the operator by 10 to 100-fold.”,?

The danger extends far beyond the operator. These devices blast low-frequency sound that
exceeds World Health Organization noise standards for up to 800 feet—nearly three football
fields away.” Because this low-frequency sound penetrates walls and windows, it is perceived
as four times louder indoors than electric alternatives. It does not just "make noise"; it invades
our homes, schools, and workplaces, disrupting the ability to learn and sleep, while triggering
chronic stress and adverse cardiovascular effects. For Maryland’s children, outdoor workers, and
others, this is an unavoidable environmental health risk.

Noise pollution affects nearly every species of wildlife studied. Studies of birds compiled over
three million observations of 140 different species across North America showed noise pollution:
o Impedes finding a mate, delays nesting and can lead to nest abandonment
o Impacts birds’ ability to listen for predators
e Results in smaller chicks with reduced feather growth, which indicates poorer health
o Causes changes in chromosomes (telomeres) associated with reduced lifespan!!°

Electric Leaf Blowers are Blowing Away Gas

“Cordless leaf blowers are more convenient and quieter than gas, and the best ones are
every bit as powerful” says David Trezza, Consumer Reports engineer in charge of leaf blower
testing.!!

Electric leaf blowers are as powerful as gas models, frequently higher rated, produce no source
emissions and much less noise, require no maintenance, and generally have significantly longer
warranties, suggesting a longer product life. They also nearly eliminate the vibration fatigue that
causes the debilitating Hand Arm Vibration Syndrome, permanent nerve and artery damage that
can affect workers who frequently use vibrating equipment like gas leaf blowers.!?


https://www.consumerreports.org/home-garden/leaf-blowers/best-cordless-leaf-blowers-of-the-year-handheld-backpack-a7177288414/

Electric leaf blowers are often comparably priced or less expensive than gas-powered models
depending on the type. While professionals may need additional batteries, which increase
upfront costs, the significant fuel and maintenance savings can generate a positive return on
investment (ROI) within two years for most professional users even with additional batteries.'
Montgomery County estimated professionals could save approximately $18/day in fuel alone.'*
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Battery operated leaf blowers use long-lasting, 95% recyclable lithium batteries (similar to those
used in phones and laptops), that can be fully recharged for years. Plus, those batteries can often

be used with other equipment (e.g., string trimmers). Some leaf blower batteries can now last 4-6
hours per charge. Major retailers are also supporting the transition from gas to electric lawn care.

Home Depot has a stated goal of selling 85% electric lawn care equipment, excluding tractors,
by 2028.1°

Over 200 cities and counties have passed restrictions or full bans on gas-powered leaf
blowers in 27 states and Washington, D.C.!'® California has passed bans affecting all gas-
powered lawn equipment to drive improvement of air quality for their residents. Colorado has
mandated state agencies to transition all push mowers and handheld lawncare devices to
electric.!’

By passing HB167, Maryland will join over 200 jurisdictions in prioritizing public health and
modern technology by phasing out gas-powered leaf blower usage on state-owned property. The
bill is a modest step in directing the State on its own lands to phase in use of technology that is
cleaner, less costly, and healthier for workers and the public. We urge a favorable report on
HB167 to ensure Maryland leads by example in taking this common-sense step.

Marie LaPorte Josh Tulkin
Biodiversity Natural Places Chair Chapter Director
marielaporte@verizon.net Josh.Tulkin@MDSierra.org
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