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   (2/11) 

 

INFORMATIONAL COMMENT PAPER 

             

 

The Judiciary respects the separation of powers doctrine and acknowledges the policy-

making authority of the legislative branch. As such, the Judiciary has no position on the 

policy aims of this legislation. 
 

The Judiciary only writes to note that that the definition of “disparity” on p. 4, lines 6–7 

includes the term “statistically significant” which is not otherwise defined. Statistical 

significance may be subject to interpretation. The bill also refers to “unsubstantiated 

defenses” without further definition. Finally, the bill infringes on judicial discretion and 

independence by precluding the court from considering certain matters and, on the 

bottom of page 5 to the top of page 6, requiring the court to exercise its discretion in 

various legislatively-mandated ways.    

 

cc.  Hon. Stephanie Smith 

 Judicial Council 

 Legislative Committee 

 Kelley O’Connor 


