
 

HB0580: Montgomery County - Voting Methods MC 1-26 

Government, Labor and Elections Committee – February 18, 2026 
SUPPORT 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to submit written testimony concerning an important priority of the 
Montgomery County Women’s Democratic Club (WDC) for the 2026 legislative session. WDC is 
one of Maryland’s largest and most active Democratic clubs with hundreds of politically active 
members, including many elected officials.  
 
WDC urges a favorable report of HB0580 (MC 1-26). This bill authorizes Montgomery County to 
implement a ranked choice voting system for local offices. 
 
We support ranked choice voting (RCV) for three reasons:  

1)​ RCV makes elections more representative of voters’ preferences  
2)​ RCV balances the scales for women and candidates from marginalized backgrounds 
3)​ RCV disincentivizes negative campaigning that turns people away from participating 

 
The purpose of democracy is to have a government that represents the will of the people. When a 
candidate can win with a minority of the vote - sometimes less than 20% in Montgomery County - we 
fail to meet this bar. RCV ensures that the candidate elected enters office with a mandate from the 
people they represent.  
 
Moreover, studies by Fair Vote and Represent Women show that RCV systems lessen the systemic 
disadvantages that women and people of color face as candidates. After implementing RCV, cities 
like New York and Minneapolis-St.Paul saw significant increases in the diversity of their city councils. 
When people do not need to worry about ‘splitting’ their votes among multiple candidates who reflect 
their experiences and values, we get a government that better reflects its constituents. 
 
Finally, ranked choice voting builds trust in government and invites more people into the political 
process by disincentivizing negative campaigning. Studies show that the more uncivil the political 
process becomes, the more people are turned off by the idea of getting involved in it. RCV 
incentivizes candidates to run positive campaigns that appeal to all voters, not just the narrow sliver 
that would win them the election in the current system. 
 
We ask for your support for HB0580 (MC 1-26).  
 

Cynthia Rubenstein 
WDC President                               

Dorothy Manevich 
WDC Advancing Democracy 
Subcommittee 

Kate Stein 
WDC Advocacy Chair 

 

https://fairvote.org/report/communities-of-color-2024/?section=executive-summary
https://www.representwomen.org/rcv_day_memo_jan_2023
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2019-76806-000
https://d1wqtxts1xzle7.cloudfront.net/117030887/j.electstud.2016.02.00920240725-1-qyswus-libre.pdf?1721940565=&response-content-disposition=inline%3B+filename%3DCampaign_civility_under_preferential_and.pdf&Expires=1765321973&Signature=HPIjkXwIjvnlOeieAEleeiuLY37IsTDyXpBxGl1bFiEpbsSSMBT0817VqE~nl50nSOXYLP5P7AfSehfxkA~JMY9SfX2FiClUqAPw3VdbixHji2hgJiLdHQ1WJ-6OPp5DSC1c77Ea71l1~ZwMOpBG0smfomdDYd6xODw25L5SonWc6F4Fa34gaPtLRzSJTpE1gXq01ZVhiSRBOdH9XyPYuPi-4lRHYge6VQqCiQNABG1unJsCOxthl6g69ond248u5G4NLpDl4E4l~ICflTnMv17wnGYdRXwuzsqO7zM97D~hsS0deld4blS73zbAgRKrYqXSPHOQYAwqUhAZQf2fTw__&Key-Pair-Id=APKAJLOHF5GGSLRBV4ZA
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