L A LEGAL ACTION CENTER
arw

Breaking Barriers. Defending Dignity.

H.B. 1249: Certified Recovery Residences — Refusing Services to Individuals Receiving Medication-
Assisted Treatment — Prohibition
House Health Committee
March 11, 2026
Favorable

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of H.B. 1249: Certified Recovery Residences —
Refusing Services to Individuals Receiving Medication-Assisted Treatment — Prohibition. The Legal
Action Center (LAC) is a non-profit law and policy organization that fights discrimination, builds health
equity, and restores opportunity for people with substance use disorders and mental health conditions,
people with arrest and conviction records, and people living with HIV/AIDS. LAC convenes the
Maryland Parity Coalition and partners with many state and local organizations to ensure access to
affordable and equitable substance use disorder and mental health care.

We urge the Committee to issue a favorable report on H.B. 1249, which would ensure the certified
recovery residences cannot discriminate against individuals who are taking medications for opioid use
disorder (MOUD).

MOUD has long been recognized as the gold standard of treatment for opioid use disorders. These
medications are proven to prevent overdose, reduce cravings, and maintain people in their recovery
journeys.' Despite substantial progress in eliminating barriers to MOUD in recent years, including
removing the X-waiver and COVID flexibilities for access to methadone,? recent data shows that fewer
than one in five adults (19.4%) with an opioid use disorder receive MOUD.?

In addition to policy barriers, people who take MOUD also face stigma and discrimination,* including in
recovery residences. Federal anti-discrimination laws including the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Fair Housing Act (FHA) all make it illegal to deny
someone access to recovery residences because they take MOUD.> Nonetheless, many recovery
residences continue to restrict or prohibit the use of MOUD, preventing individuals who take these
medications from accessing these public accommodations.®

By adopting H.B. 1249, Maryland will get the tools it needs to ensure quality and compliance with civil
rights obligations and simultaneously improve access to and reduce the stigma around MOUD.

We urge the Committee to issue a favorable report on H.B. 1249.

Thank you,

Deborah Steinberg
Senior Health Policy Attorney
dsteinberg@lac.org
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