ASSOCIATION
March 24, 2026

The Honorable Delegate Heather A. Bagnall

Chair, House Health and Government Operations Committee
Maryland House of Delegates

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

The Honorable Delegate Bonnie L. Cullison

Vice Chair, House Health and Government Operations Committee
Maryland House of Delegates

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

RE: SB 134 — Medicare Supplement Policies: Issuance Requirements
Position: SUPPORT

Chair Bagnall, Vice Chair Cullison, and Members of the House Health and Government Operations
Committee:

On behalf of The ALS Association and the Marylanders we serve, thank you for the opportunity to
submit written testimony in support of Senate Bill 134. Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) is a
progressive and fatal neurodegenerative disease that causes individuals to lose the ability to walk,
speak, eat, and eventually breathe. People living with ALS face significant and rapidly increasing
medical needs, making consistent access to comprehensive and affordable health coverage essential
to maintaining quality of life and ensuring continuity of care.

SB 134 is critically important for individuals living with ALS because it strengthens access to Medicare
supplement (Medigap) coverage during key transitions, including when an individual loses Medicaid
eligibility. Many Marylanders with ALS qualify for Medicare early due to disability yet still face
substantial out-of-pocket costs for durable medical equipment, respiratory support, therapies, and
frequent specialist visits. Without guaranteed access to supplemental coverage, families can encounter
gaps in care or financial hardship at a time when stability is most needed.

By requiring insurers to offer Medigap coverage during specified enrollment periods, this legislation
helps protect individuals with serious and high-cost conditions from coverage denials and unaffordable
premiums. Ensuring access to supplemental coverage supports individuals living with ALS in remaining
at home with family-based care, reduces the likelihood of unnecessary institutionalization, and
promotes more coordinated and cost-effective health care utilization.

For these reasons, The ALS Association respectfully urges the Committee to issue a favorable report
on SB 134. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to policies that improve access to care and
financial security for Marylanders living with ALS. We appreciate your consideration and stand ready to
be a resource as this legislation advances.

Sincerely,

Lindsay Jack

Managing Director, Advocacy
The ALS Association



