Letter of Support - SB 169
Hospitals - Emergency Pregnancy-Related Medical Conditions - Procedures

DAM

DOULA ALLIANCE
OF MARYLAND

On behalf of the Doula Alliance of Maryland
Dear Chair and Members of the Committee,

he Doula Alliance of Maryland (DAM) respectfully submits this letter in strong support
of Senate Bill 169, which establishes clear, enforceable standards for the screening,
stabilization, and treatment of patients experiencing emergency pregnancy-related
medical conditions.

As the statewide professional association representing doulas and birth workers, DAM
is deeply committed to improving maternal health outcomes, advancing reproductive
justice, and ensuring that all birthing people in Maryland receive timely, respectful, and
evidence-based care—especially in moments of acute medical vulnerability.

SB 169 is a critical step toward that vision.

SB 169 requires hospitals to:

e Conduct appropriate screening for emergency pregnancy-related medical
conditions

e Provide stabilizing treatment, including medically necessary termination of
pregnancy when required to protect the patient’s health

e Prevent unsafe or premature transfers of unstable patients

e Protect providers and staff who act in the best interest of patient safety

hese provisions align with both federal EMTALA standards and best practices in
maternal care, while closing dangerous gaps that can lead to delayed treatment,
preventable harm, or even maternal death.

From our work across Maryland communities, we know that:
e Black women and birthing people are disproportionately impacted by delays in care
and dismissal of symptoms
e Patients are too often required to advocate for themselves in moments of crisis
e Lack of clarity in hospital protocols can lead to hesitation, particularly in pregnancy-
related emergencies

SB 169 provides clear guidance and accountability, ensuring that clinical decision-
making centers the health and safety of the patient—not institutional hesitation or
ambiguity.
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Doulas are often present when complications arise. While we are not clinical providers,
we:

e Support patients in recognizin%warning signs

e Help facilitate communication between patients and providers

e Witness firsthand when care is delayed, denied, or fragmented

his bill strengthens the systems doulas work within by ensuring that when a patient
presents in crisis, there is a standardized, timely, and appropriate medical response.
Protecting Providers and Promoting Ethical Care

We are especially supportive of provisions that:
e Protect providers from retaliation when acting within medical standards of care
e Safeguard staff who report violations

hese protections are essential to fostering a healthcare environment where patient
safety Is prioritized over fear of institutional consequence.

Conclusion

SB 169 is a necessary and timely response to ongoing challenges in maternal healthcare
delivery. By codifying clear expectations for emergency pregnancy-related care,
Maryland has the opportunity to lead in protecting the lives, dignity, and autonomy of
birthing people.

he Doula Alliance of Maryland urges a favorable report on SB 169.

Sincerely,

Ana Rodney
Director of Advocacy & Public Policy
Doula Alliance of Maryland
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