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Chair Bagnall, Vice-Chair Cullison, and Members of the Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 

testify against HB 1401 which would require qualified providers to inform patients of certain information and 

obtain signed, written informed consent before performing an abortion. 

 

Maryland already has a doctrine of informed consent which requires that a provider explain the procedure and 

any risks or dangers to enable the patient to make an informed decision about whether to undergo the 

treatment.1 

 

Additionally, the bill would require providers to share medically inaccurate information with patients. 

Research has demonstrated that having an induced abortion does not increase the risk of depression, 

secondary infertility, or breast cancer.2 Research also shows that the vast majority of individuals who seek an 

abortion do not regret their decision and remained certain of their decision five years later.3  

 

Finally, voters passed Maryland Question 1 (SB798/HB705) in the November 2024 election which amends 

the constitution to establish the right to reproductive freedom and the right to make decisions to prevent, 

continue, or end one’s own pregnancy.4 The medically inaccurate information that providers would be 

required to tell patients as part of this bill could cause unfounded confusion and fear and could impact the 

patient’s ability to make an informed decision. Therefore, this bill does not appear to align with the 

constitutional amendment.  

 

We strongly urge you to give an unfavorable report for HB 1401 to ensure that providers are not required to 

share medically inaccurate information with patients and to preserve access to abortion services for all 

Marylanders. 

 

 

The Maryland Public Health Association (MdPHA) is a nonprofit, statewide organization of public 
health professionals dedicated to improving the lives of all Marylanders through education, 

advocacy, and collaboration. We support public policies consistent with our vision of healthy 
Marylanders living in healthy, equitable, communities. MdPHA is the state affiliate of the American 

Public Health Association, a nearly 145-year-old professional organization dedicated to improving 
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population health and reducing the health disparities that plague our state and our nation. 
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