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HOUSE BILL 1483

J2,J1 61r2176

By: Delegates Kaiser, Guyton, and Kaufman
Introduced and read first time: February 13, 2026
Assigned to: Health

A BILL ENTITLED
1 AN ACT concerning

2 Clinieal Professional Counseling — Provision of Telehealth by Out-of-State Providers — Use-of

3

4

5

6 beensurevequrementslor-cortarnndividusdsadhe-aretie i ate-and

7  whoprow g eh-telehealth-teecl B-%S#Q%%S%%e altermg the
1nd1v1duals to whom a temporarv health license may be issued by the State Board of
Professional Counselors and Therapists, the services that a holder may provide through
telehealth, and to whom the services may be provided; and generally

8 relating to clinical professional counseling and telehealth.

9 BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,

10 Article — Health Occupations

11 Section £—304&) 17-101(a), (1), and (cc) and 17-301
12 Annotated Code of Maryland

13 (2021 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)
14 BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,

15 Article — Health Occupations

16 Section +F¥—10+d-end17—301 17-304.2

17 Annotated Code of Maryland

18 (2021 Replacement Volume and 2025 Supplement)
19

20

21

22
23

24 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
25 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

26 Article - Health Occupations
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1 17-101.
2 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.
3 ) )} “License” means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license issued
4 Dby the Board authorizing an individual to practice:
5 )1 & Clinical alcohol and drug counseling;
6 i)} & Clinical marriage and family therapy;
7 fGi} & Clinical professional art therapy;
8 fivyi &4 Clinical professional counseling;
9 )} 6> Graduate alcohol and drug counseling;
10 fvi)} €6) Graduate marriage and family therapy;
11 fviD} Graduate professional art therapy; or
12 f(vii)} €8 Graduate professional counseling.
13 {2) “License” includes, unless the context requires otherwise, a temporary

14 telehealth license.}

15 f(ce) “Temporary telehealth license” means a license issued by the Board
16 under § 17-304.2 of this title.}

17 17-301.

18 (a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section, an individual
19 may not practice, attempt to practice, or offer to practice clinical alcohol and drug

20 counseling, clinical marriage and family therapy, clinical professional art therapy, or

21 clinical professional counseling in the State unless licensed by the Board.

22 (b) Subject to the regulations of the Board, subsection (a) of this section does not
23 apply to:
24 1) A student working under the supervision of a licensed mental health

25 care provider while pursuing a supervised course of study in counseling that the Board
26 approves as qualifying training and experience under this title; for}

27 2) An individual who, in accordance with § 17—406 of this title, is working
28 as a trainee under the supervision of a licensed clinical alcohol and drug counselor or
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another health care provider licensed or certified under this article and approved by the
Board while fulfilling the experiential or course of study requirements under § 17-302 of
this subtitle or § 17—-403 or § 17—404 of this titleFzOR

16
17
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20
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23
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25
26

27
28

(c) This subtitle may not be construed to limit the scope of practice of any
individual who is duly licensed under this article.

§17-304.2.

(a) & In this section thefolows re-words-have-thereaninesindiested

, “PROVIDE

PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING OR THERAPEUTIC SERVICES” MEANS TO PRACTICE:

Q) CLINICAL ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELING:;
(2) CLINICAL MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY;
3) CLINICAL PROFESSIONAL ART THERAPY;

“) CLINICAL PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING;

(5) GRADUATE ALCOHOL AND DRUG COUNSELING;
(6) GRADUATE MARRIAGE AND FAMILY THERAPY;
(10 GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL ART THERAPY; OR
(€3] GRADUATE PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING.

(b) The Board may issue a temporary telehealth license to an applicant who:

(1) Is not licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized by law to praetice—
elinieal PROVIDE professional counseling OR THERAPEUTIC SERVICES in the State under this
article;

2) Is licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized by law to provide eknieat
professional counseling or esumseling THERAPEUTIC services in another state;
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Is in good standing with the regulatory authority in the other state;
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(4) Meets any other qualifications set by the Board in regulations; and
5) Submits a temporary telehealth license application.
(©) A temporary telehealth license issued under this section authorizes the holder

to provide elnieal professional counseling OR THERAPEUTIC services CONSISTENT WITH THE SCOPE

OF THE HOLDER’S OUT—OF—STATE AUTHORIZATION TO PRACTICE through telehealth in the State only to
A studentattendingansbbubon-olhioh her-edueation CLIENT in the State if the student

CLIENT and the

out—of—state licensed prefessional counselor OR THERAPIST have a previously established
therapeutic
relationship that has existed for at least 6 months.

(d) The term of a temporary telehealth license issued under this section is 6
months.

(e) A temporary telehealth license issued under this section may not be renewed.

® If the holder of a temporary telehealth license violates this title, the Board
may not issue the individual a regular license under this title for at least 2 years after the

date on which the violation occurred.
(2 The Board shall adopt regulations:

1) To establish qualifications and application fees for a temporary
telehealth license issued under this section;

2) To establish any conditions or limitations applicable to a temporary
telehealth licensee; and

3) Necessary for the implementation, administration, and enforcement of
this section.}

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2026.



