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| am submitting this testimony in favor of HB0372 on behalf of Indivisible Bowie and
Beyond (IBBMD). IBBMD is a group of several hundred grassroots activists in Bowie
and surrounding areas in Prince George’s County, working to bring justice, equality, and
people-centric legislation to Maryland.

HBO0372 would requiring a hospital to conduct screening on a patient presenting at an
emergency department of the hospital to determine whether the patient has an
emergency pregnancy-related medical condition. It would establish requirements and
prohibitions related to the treatment and transfer of a patient who has an emergency
pregnancy-related medical condition consistent with the provisions of the current
Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA), which ensures public access
to emergency services regardless of ability to pay. Section 1867 of the Social Security
Act imposes specific obligations on Medicare-participating hospitals that offer
emergency services to provide a medical screening examination (MSE) when a request
is made for examination or treatment for an emergency medical condition (EMC),
including active labor, regardless of an individual's ability to pay. Hospitals are then
required to provide stabilizing treatment for patients with EMCs. If a hospital is unable to
stabilize a patient within its capability, or if the patient requests, an appropriate transfer
should be implemented. HB0372 would also permit a hospital to allow the termination of
a pregnancy in certain circumstances.



The future of federal enforcement of EMTALA is uncertain. Any shift in federal
interpretation or enforcement would have devastating consequences for women’s health
across the country. Because most states, including Maryland, have not codified
EMTALA protections into state law, Maryland residents remain vulnerable to changes at
the federal level. HB0372 provides a critical legal safety net, ensuring that patients
continue to have access to emergency medical care regardless of the evolving national
landscape.

IBBMD urges that you support HB0372 and recommend a FAVORABLE report in
committee.



