
 

 

 

HB 1401 

 

OPPOSE 
 

Women’s Liberation Front OPPOSES HB 1401 which states that a qualified 

provider must inform a woman seeking an abortion of the alleged risks of 

depression, hemorrhage, breast cancer, infertility, and regret.  

 

Women’s Liberation Front is a national secular nonpartisan 501(c)(3) nonprofit that 

works to restore, defend and advance the rights of women and girls. Infringing upon 

the reproductive sovereignty of women and girls reduces the female sex to property 

of the state to be governed by the external interests of others. To be recognized as 

independent and free human beings, no impediments to safe and legal 

contraception or abortion should be placed upon women and girls. 

 

Anti-choice organizations intentionally lie and misinform the public by promoting wild 

and exaggerated claims against abortion, often while making unavailable any 

alleged study used as support. They frame their positions as “in the interest of 

informed consent” and “the well-being of the pregnant woman,” but without proof of 

any medical necessity or evidence-based rationale, any assertions concerning the 

welfare of women are dubious at best. 

 

We outright disagree with the provisions under HB 1401 concerning the alleged 

“risks” that are not based on either science or evidence unless they are addressed 

thusly: 

 

• While every woman will experience her own individual feelings about having 

had an abortion, in systematic reviews of evidence assessing a woman’s 

mental health condition after having had an abortion, among the highest 

quality studies, they’ve found women’s mental health was “neutral” which 

suggests no mental health differences between women who’ve had and 

haven’t had abortions.1,2,3 (Conversely, the studies with the most flawed 

methodology report more negative mental health outcomes.) 

 

• The risk of hemorrhage after an abortion is rare, occurring in less than 1% of 

abortions, and inconsistent definitions of “hemorrhage” used across studies 

related to abortion have been unhelpful to address any issue related to 

morbidity and mortality.4   

 

 



 

 

 

 

• Abortion does not cause breast cancer. Early studies suggesting any 

correlation between abortion and breast cancer were poorly designed while 

more meticulous and recent studies demonstrate no causal link between 

abortion and the development of breast cancer.5,6 

 

• Abortion causing infertility is a very common myth that is not based on either 

science or evidence.7,8, 9, 10 

 

• Over 95% of women who’ve had an abortion say they made the right choice 

for them including among women who struggled with their decision.11 

 

It is highly unethical to require a physician to be employed to serve an ideologically 

or politically driven agenda that is unsupported by either science or evidence that 

ultimately serves to harm girls and women.   

 

Women’s Liberation Front urges Maryland’s general assembly to decline passage of 

HB 1401 to protect women and girls from lies to confuse them about reproductive 

sovereignty and decisions. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Women’s Liberation Front 
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