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February 24, 2026 
 
Maryland General Assembly 
Legislative Services Building 
90 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401 

House Health and Government Operations Committee 
Re: House Bill 931 – Nursing Homes – Medical Directors – Requirements 
Position: Support with Amendment 
Hearing Date: February 26, 2026 

Chair Bagnall, Vice Chair Cullison, and Members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on House Bill 931. 

We are writing in support of HB 931 and its goal of strengthening clinical leadership and accountability in Maryland’s nursing homes. 
However, we respectfully urge the Committee to amend the bill to remove or modify the provision limiting a physician from serving 
as a medical director for more than two facilities. 

Support for Certification and Transparency 
HB 931 takes important steps to improve quality in nursing homes by requiring designated medical directors to hold an approved 
medical director certification or be actively working toward such certification. Nursing home residents are among the most medically 
complex and vulnerable individuals in our health care system. Ensuring that medical directors have specialized training and expertise 
in post-acute and long-term care medicine will help improve quality oversight, regulatory compliance, and resident outcomes. 

Additionally, the bill’s requirement that the Maryland Department of Health maintain an online directory of nursing home medical 
directors promotes transparency and accountability. Families, residents, and stakeholders deserve to know who is responsible for 
clinical leadership within their facilities. Public access to this information strengthens trust in the system. 

Concern Regarding the Two-Facility Limit 
While we strongly support the certification and transparency provisions of HB 931, we have concerns about the provision prohibiting 
a physician from serving as a designated medical director for more than two licensed nursing homes. 

Maryland, like many states, faces workforce shortages in long-term care. Recruiting experienced physicians to serve as nursing home 
medical directors is already challenging, particularly in rural or underserved areas. An arbitrary two-facility cap could unintentionally 
reduce access to qualified medical leadership, especially for facilities that rely on shared medical directors across systems or 
geographic regions. 

Not all facilities are the same in size, complexity, or staffing structure. Some experienced and highly qualified medical directors are 
fully capable of effectively overseeing more than two facilities without compromising quality. A rigid numerical limit does not account 
for these differences and may create unintended operational and financial burdens for nursing homes. 

Recommendation 

We respectfully urge the Committee to amend HB 931 by removing the two-facility-limitation. With this amendment, HB 931 would 
meaningfully strengthen nursing home clinical leadership without creating unintended workforce challenges. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important legislation. 

Yours Truly, 

Fatima Ali Naqvi, MD, CMD, HMDCB, WCC, FAAFP 
Medical Director, Ingleside at Rock Creek  
President MMDA (Regional Chapter of PALTmed) 
Editor-in-Chief, MMDA Bulletin Newsletter 
Assistant Professor, George Washington/Medical Faculty Associates  

Respectfully submitted, the following signatories: 
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Tania A. Alchalabi, MD  
Assistant Professor of Medicine 
The GW Medical Faculty Associates  
talchalabi@mfa.gwu.edu 
 
Sadia Baqai, MD, CMD 
Alignmed Partners 
101 East State Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348  
sadia.baqai@alignmedpartners.com 
 
Stefan David, MD, CMD 
Veterans Affairs 
2116 Eastham Rd, Lutherville-Timonium, MD, 21093 
443 470 0796 
stefan.david@va.gov 
 
David Sterling Dunn, MD, CMD 
Muti-facility medical director 
410-937-5089 
2314 Old Joppa Road, Joppa, MD 21985 
Ddunnmd@gmail.com  
 
Elisa Gil-Pires, MD, FACP, CMD, CPE 
Executive Vice President Medical Affairs, CMO, Medical 
Director 
Charles E. Smith Life Communities 
6121 Montrose Road, Rockville, MD 20852 
Cell: 860-539-9473 
O: 301-770-8473 
gil-pires@ceslc.org,  
 
Robert L. Jayes, MD, FACP 
Professor of Medicine, Division of Geriatrics and Palliative 
Medicine; Medical Director, House Call Program 
George Washington University Medical Faculty Associates 
rjayes@mfa.gwu.edu 
Phone (202-441-6152) 
 
 
 
 

Cynthia Kuttner, MD, CMD 
Medical Director of the Community Living Center,  
Wilmington VA Medical Center 
1601 Kirkwood Highway, Wilmington DE 19805 
O: 302-574-0716 
Cynthia.kuttner@va.gov 
 
Susan M. Levy, MD, FPALTC, CMD  
36829 Jahnigen Drive 
Frankford DE 19945-4591  
susan@susanlevymd.com  
410-804-0962  
 
John Loome, MD 
Chief Medical Officer   
Alignmed PARTNERS 
101 East State Street, Kennett Square, PA 19348  
301-502-0338    
john.loome@alignmedpartners.com  
 
Clifford Nelson 
Chief Executive Officer 
PsychoGeriatric Services 
12073 Tech Rd Suite B 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 
cnelson@pgs-nhcare.com 
301-593-1315 
 
Dorothy Seay, MD, CMD 
Chief Medical Officer  
Five Star Physician Services  
13600 Gentry Court, Laurel, MD 20708 
301-821-5820 
sseayrose@gmail.com 
 
Fatima Sheikh, MD, MPH, CMD  
Chief Medical Officer, FutureCare Health & Management 
Corporation 
7422 Haven Court, Highland, MD 20777 
C: 443-800-2304  
sheikhf@futurecare.com 

 

MMDA is the regional affiliate chapter of Post-Acute and Long-Term Care Medical Association, supporting medical directors, physicians, nurse 
practitioners, and other clinicians practicing in the post­acute and long-term care continuum in Maryland, Delaware, and DC. MMDA provides 

education, advocacy, information, and professional development for its members. 
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