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The MLLC supports HB1106 - Maryvland Commission on Women's Health Advancement -
Establishment

The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB1106.

This bill seeks to establish the Maryland Commission on Women's Health Advancement to study the
feasibility of establishing a State women's hospital in Maryland and a statewide clinical network to
advance women's health. This bill and the potential subsequent construction of a hospital and network
has the potential to greatly impact the Latina community in the state of Maryland. As it stands,
Latina/Hispanic women are a high-risk population to experience poor reproductive health outcomes'.
Comprehensive healthcare for Latina women is necessary due to the compounding barriers Latinas can
experience in accessing women’s healthcare.

These barriers can include long distances to facilities, high cost of care, language barriers, and low
socio-cultural competency by providers®. Establishing a commission on Women’s health advancement
could identify the gaps in women’s healthcare for Latinas in the state of Maryland. Subsequently,
disparities in women’s healthcare could begin being addressed in the state, benefitting all women,
especially Latinas. The bill requires the Commission to submit an initial action plan, including a
timeline, milestones, and specific research objectives to the Governor and the General Assembly by
January 1, 2027.

For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on
HB1106.
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