
 

TO:​ ​ Delegate Heather Bagnall, Chair 
​ ​ Delegate Bonnie Cullison, Vice Chair 
​ ​ Health Committee Members 
FROM: ​ Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus 
DATE:  ​ 02/24/2026 
RE: ​  ​ HB1106 - Maryland Commission on Women's Health 

ggggggggggggggggggggggggggggggAdvancement - Establishment 
 
 
The MLLC supports HB1106 - Maryland Commission on Women's Health Advancement - 
Establishment 
 
 
The MLLC is a bipartisan group of Senators and Delegates committed to supporting legislation that 
improves the lives of Latinos throughout our state. The MLLC is a crucial voice in the development of 
public policy that uplifts the Latino community and benefits the state of Maryland. Thank you for 
allowing us the opportunity to express our support of HB1106. 
  
This bill seeks to establish the Maryland Commission on Women's Health Advancement to study the 
feasibility of establishing a State women's hospital in Maryland and a statewide clinical network to 
advance women's health. This bill and the potential subsequent construction of a hospital and network 
has the potential to greatly impact the Latina community in the state of Maryland. As it stands, 
Latina/Hispanic women are a high-risk population to experience poor reproductive health outcomes1. 
Comprehensive healthcare for Latina women is necessary due to the compounding barriers Latinas can 
experience in accessing women’s healthcare.  
 
These barriers can include long distances to facilities, high cost of care, language barriers, and low 
socio-cultural competency by providers2. Establishing a commission on Women’s health advancement 
could identify the gaps in women’s healthcare for Latinas in the state of Maryland. Subsequently, 
disparities in women’s healthcare could begin being addressed in the state, benefitting all women, 
especially Latinas. The bill requires the Commission to submit an initial action plan, including a 
timeline, milestones, and specific research objectives to the Governor and the General Assembly by 
January 1, 2027. 
 
For these reasons, the Maryland Legislative Latino Caucus respectfully requests a favorable report on 
HB1106. 
 
​  

2 Ibid. 

1 Theodossiou, I., McLean, K., Sundstrom, B., & Delay, C. (2025). Exploring barriers to sexual and reproductive 
healthcare for Latina women in South Carolina. Journal of Immigrant and Minority Health, 27(6), 1027–1034. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-025-01736-4 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-025-01736-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-025-01736-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10903-025-01736-4


 


