HJ 0010: Condemning Violence and Violations of Law - Russian Federation in Ukraine:
Please vote to OPPOSE this bill.

Dear Rules and Executive Nominations Committee:
| am writing to strongly oppose House Joint Resolution 0010.

While the suffering in Ukraine is tragic, this joint resolution is not an appropriate use of
the Maryland General Assembly’s time or authority.

Maryland’s state leqislature should focus on the real challenges facing our residents —
skyrocketing housing costs, education quality, public safety, transportation, and
unsustainable state spending — rather than issuing non-binding foreign policy
statements about an overseas conflict. Such resolutions achieve nothing concrete while
signaling that Annapolis prioritizes symbolic international posturing over the needs of
Maryland families and taxpayers.

My main concerns include:

e Outside core mission: The Maryland General Assembly has no role in
conducting or influencing U.S. foreign policy. That responsibility belongs to the
federal government and Congress.

e One-sided and escalatory: The resolution adopts a highly partisan narrative on
a complex geopolitical conflict without balanced consideration or
acknowledgment of diplomatic realities.

e Precedent for misuse: Passing symbolic resolutions on distant wars opens the
door to endless similar statements on every international issue, further distracting

from state governance.

Maryland lawmakers should resist the temptation to turn the statehouse into a
forum for foreign policy debates. Our elected officials were sent to Annapolis to
solve Maryland problems, not to weigh in on conflicts halfway around the world.

| respectfully urge you to oppose HJ 0010 and vote against its passage. Please keep
the focus on the issues that directly affect Maryland residents.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration of my concerns on this resolution.
Sincerely,

Trudy Tibbals



