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INFORMATIONAL COMMENT PAPER

The Judiciary respects the separation of powers doctrine and acknowledges that the
legislature is the policy-making branch. As such, the Judiciary has no position on the
policy aims of this legislation and defers to the legislative branch on such matters.

The Judiciary only writes to point out that under 8 4-506.1(d)(1), it states that a
respondent may retake possession of the firearm at the expiration of an interim protection
order. However, this bill does not provide for the surrender of firearms under an interim
order and neither does current law. Further, the legislation requires that a respondent
submit an affidavit, if that respondent does not possess a firearm, to both the court and
any relevant law enforcement agency. As the court has no investigative authority in these
matters, submitting the affidavit to the court is unnecessary.
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