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Automatic Hearings

Overview

HB 467 /SB 822’s primary change to Maryland law is establishing an automatic scheduling
cadence for parole hearings based on the person’s sentence length and incarcerating
offense.
e Upto 10 year sentence: Parole hearings not later than every two years for individuals
who are parole-eligible.
e Over 10 year sentence: Parole hearings not later than every three years for
individuals who are parole-eligible.
Note: For people serving a sentence over twenty years for a crime against an
individual, their second hearing will be not later than three years after a denial. All
subsequent hearings will be not later than five years after a denial.

Maryland is one of five states (DE, ID, PA, UT) that requires parole-eligible people to request
a hearing following a denial. According to a records request response from DPSCS,
Maryland allows people to request a hearing annually if their sentence is less than 10 years.
People serving 10 years or more can request a hearing every two years.

The Parole Commission, if they choose to, can deny parole hearings to anyone they choose,
effectively denying parole eligibility to thousands of people who both the legislature and
courts have determined to be eligible.

Comparison to Other States

Thirty-eight US states have automatic scheduling for parole hearings. Seven states conduct
parole hearings on an annual basis for all incarcerated people. We've compiled a list of
similar timelines for comparison to Maryland'’s proposed two-year cadence.

Annual Parole Hearings for All Parole-Eligible

e Hawaii (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 706-670) e Vermont™* (Vt. Stat. tit. 28 § 502)

e |owa (lowa Admin. Coder.205-8.4) e Wisconsin (Wis. Admin. Code PAC §1.06)

e Mississippi (Miss. Code § 47-7-18) e Wyoming™ (Wyoming Board of Parole Palicy
e Nebraska (Neb.Rev. Stat. § 83-1,111) and Procedure Manual, Chapter 13)

*Vermont provides annual reviews, but the incarcerated person must request an interview with a board member
*Wyoming’s statute does not specify cadence. The Board’s Policy & Procedure Manual specifies annual reviews.

Annual Parole Hearings for Some Parole-Eligible
e Colorado (Colo. Rev. Stat. §17-2-201) e lllinois (730ILCS 5/3-3-5)

Note: Arkansas (Ark. Code § 16-93-615), New York (N.Y. Exec. Law § 259-1), and South Dakota (S.D.
Codified Laws § 24-15A-39) have similar two year cadences as HB 467 / SB 822 for all offense types.



https://www.mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0467?ys=2026RS
https://www.mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0822?ys=2026RS
https://www.muckrock.com/foi/maryland-154/maryland-parole-commission-permanent-denials-179524/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol14_Ch0701-0853/HRS0706/HRS_0706-0670.htm
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/agency/03-08-2023.205.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=1eeb8bbf-28b4-4524-9cd5-bc1de65e7f6b&pdistocdocslideraccess=true&config=00JABhZDIzMTViZS04NjcxLTQ1MDItOTllOS03MDg0ZTQxYzU4ZTQKAFBvZENhdGFsb2f8inKxYiqNVSihJeNKRlUp&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6BYW-5CP3-SGT4-T2P5-00008-00&pdcomponentid=234191&pdtocnodeidentifier=AAZAAFAABAAP&ecomp=h2vckkk&prid=f9ebd346-e633-4e00-97df-1af7ed78ad8d
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=83-1,111
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/28/007/00502
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/pac/1/06
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBcCxptEZj7RIF56r-MLDvWKAn81SoYA/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rBcCxptEZj7RIF56r-MLDvWKAn81SoYA/view
https://colorado.public.law/statutes/crs_17-2-201
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ILCS/details?MajorTopic=RIGHTS%20AND%20REMEDIES&Chapter=CORRECTIONS&ActName=Unified%20Code%20of%20Corrections.&ActID=1999&ChapterID=55&ChapAct=730+ILCS+5%2F&SeqStart=6800000&SeqEnd=9300000
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=7f551f87-9812-4642-b6da-fcd891e09eff&nodeid=AAQAAGAAPAAHAAQ&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAQ%2FAAQAAG%2FAAQAAGAAP%2FAAQAAGAAPAAH%2FAAQAAGAAPAAHAAQ&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=16-93-615.+Parole+eligibility+procedures+%E2%80%94+Offenses+committed+after+January+1%2C+1994.&config=00JAA2ZjZiM2VhNS0wNTVlLTQ3NzUtYjQzYy0yYWZmODJiODRmMDYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2fXiYCnsel0plIgqpYkw9PK&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A6FRK-V460-R03M-R4GC-00008-00&ecomp=6gf5kkk&prid=d948f9ca-d77e-4bbb-b1c7-06685828a5b9
https://newyork.public.law/laws/n.y._executive_law_section_259-i
https://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-39
https://sdlegislature.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=24-15A-39
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Kansas (Kan. Stat. § 22-3717)
Massachusetts (120 Mass. Reg. 301.01)
Michigan (Mich. Comp. Laws § 791.233¢)

Missouri (Mo. Code Regs. tit. 14 §
80-2.010)

Montana (Mont. Code § 46-23-201)

Victim Impact

None of the proposals change the robust range of options available to victims in the parole
process. All parties favor a fair, just, and transparent process.

Victims may:
Submit a notification form if they wish to be notified of parole hearings and release
decisions (Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801, Md. Code, Crim. Proc. § 11-104)

Submit a victim impact statement, their recommendation on advisability of parole
release, and request a meeting with a commissioner (Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801)

Request an open hearing at which they may attend and speak
(Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-304, Md. Code, Corr. Servs. § 7-801)

1

Open Hearings
By default, hearings in Maryland are closed to the public (including victims). The state does
not force victims to attend and speak, an open hearing only occurs upon their request.
Approximately 1% of victims have requested an open hearing in the last two years.
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Oklahoma (Qkla. Admin. Code §
515:25-11-1

Pennsylvania (61 Pa.C.S.§ 6139)
South Carolina (S.C.Code § 24-21-645)
Texas (Tex. Gov't Code § 508.141)
Virginia (Va.Code § 53.1-154)

West Virginia (W.Va. Code § 62-12-13

The Parole Commission reports annually on how many open parole hearings are conducted:
FY2023 Report: 5,803 parole hearings, 62 open parole hearings
FY2024 Report: 5,931 parole hearings, 56 open parole hearings



https://www.ksrevisor.gov.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch22/022_037_0017.html
https://www.mass.gov/doc/120-cmr-301-initial-parole-hearings-review-hearings/download
https://legislature.mi.gov/Laws/MCL?objectName=MCL-791-233e
https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/14csr/14c80-2.pdf
https://www.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/14csr/14c80-2.pdf
https://archive.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0460/chapter_0230/part_0020/section_0010/0460-0230-0020-0010.html
https://oklahomarules.blob.core.windows.net/titlepdf/Title_515.pdf
https://oklahomarules.blob.core.windows.net/titlepdf/Title_515.pdf
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=61&div=0&chpt=61&sctn=39&subsctn=0
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t24c021.php
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/GV/htm/GV.508.htm#508.141
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title53.1/chapter4/section53.1-154/
https://code.wvlegislature.gov/62-12-13/
https://www.dpscs.state.md.us/publicinfo/publications/pdfs/annual-reports/Annual%20Report%20FY%202023%20Maryland%20Parole%20Commission.pdf
https://dpscs.maryland.gov/publicinfo/publications/pdfs/annual-reports/Annual%20Report%20FY%202024%20Maryland%20Parole%20Commission.pdf
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