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THE SENATE OF MARYLAND
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

February 19, 2026

Senator Justin Ready
SB 566 — Vehicle Laws — Historic Motor Vehicles — Minimum Age

Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher and members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings
Committee,

Senate Bill 566 would require that a motor vehicle be at least 25 years old in order to be eligible
for registration as a historic motor vehicle.

Under current law, vehicles must be a model year of 1999 or earlier to qualify for registration as
a historic motor vehicle, which was a change made during the 2025 Legislative Session. SB 566
simply changes the requirement to 25 years, while also including a grandfather clause for any
vehicles that were affected by last year’s change.

Last year’s change affected more than a third of the state’s nearly 200,000 historic vehicles,
according to the MVA. Additionally, only those who watched Annapolis very, very closely knew
that this change was being proposed. There should have been a real opportunity for the public to
weigh in on this issue, preventing the mass confusion that we are seeing today.

I respectfully request a favorable on SB 566.



