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​Dear Honorable Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher, and Members of the Committee,​

​My name is Sonia Shah, and I am a resident of Baltimore county, Maryland. I am writing in support of​
​SB791​​– the Community Trust Act​​.​

​I support SB791 because local jails and law enforcement across Maryland are voluntarily​
​collaborating with ICE - holding people past their release dates and notifying ICE about individuals in​
​custody, all without a judicial warrant. This is unconstitutional, wastes taxpayer dollars, and makes​
​our communities less safe by eroding trust between residents and law enforcement.​

​I have personally observed the fear of my immigrant neighbors and family members in the current​
​climate, even though they are all legal residents. We need as many safeguards as possible to​
​protect us from unconstitutional and needlessly brutal immigration enforcement as practiced by the​
​current Department of Justice under President Trump.​

​This bill simply requires a judicial warrant before anyone is held for ICE and stops local officers from​
​proactively contacting ICE about people in their custody. It does not prevent the federal government​
​from enforcing immigration laws; it just ensures that Maryland is not doing ICE's job for them.​

​For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to issue a​​favorable report on SB791​​.​

​Thank you for your time and consideration.​

​Sincerely,​

​Sonia Shah​
​328 Weatherbee Road​
​Towson MD 21286​
​443-613-2456​


