
 

 

 

February 18, 2026 

 

Senator Justin Ready 

SB 899 – Firearms Dealers – Firearm Hold Agreements 

 

Chair Smith, Vice Chair Waldstreicher and members of the Senate Judicial Proceedings 

Committee,  

 

Senate Bill 899 would grant federally licensed firearms dealers (FFL) immunity from being held 

civilly liable for the personal injury or death of a person after the FFL returns a firearm to the 

owner following the termination of a Firearm Hold Agreement.  

 

Firearm Hold Agreements are private agreements between FFLs and firearm owners where the 

FFL takes possession of a firearm at the firearm owner’s request, holds the firearm for an agreed 

period of time, and returns the firearm to the firearm owner in accordance with the terms of the 

agreement. These agreements are somewhat rare; however, they are a necessary tool for 

responsible firearm owners who may find themselves having thoughts of harming someone or 

themselves. 

 

Under the current law, in the event of a tragedy, FFLs could be held civilly liable for simply 

returning the firearm owner’s firearm after the firearm hold agreement expires. The immunity 

liability does not apply to personal injury or death caused by unlawful contact. Additionally, this 

bill does not apply to firearm transfers in accordance with § 6–234 of the Criminal Procedure 

Article, which outlines the legal process of court-ordered firearm transfers following 

disqualifying crimes.  

 

I respectfully request a favorable on SB 899. 

 

 

 


